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Dear Readers,

The year of 2013 brought with it significant change. With the close of 
2012, our previous executive and assistant directors transitioned from 
their roles and welcomed us into our new positions of co-directors. We 
are pleased to be able to report that in the midst of change, SFTA thrived, 
growing in programming, leveraging additional resources and maximizing 
our efficiencies. As a statewide association, we rely on the strengths and 
support of many to ensure that our system is highly functioning, improving 
and effective.  

• Thank you to our staff whose dedication and hard work has remained 
strong during our year of change. 

• Thank you to our board of directors who have been supportive as they 
have guided and governed the organization. 

• Thank you to our Child Care Resource & Referral Agency and Family 
Resource Center members who are the foundation of our work and 
whose commitment to continuous quality improvement reap major 
benefits for Wisconsin’s youngest children. 

• Thank you to our many external partners with whom we have shared 
ideas, efforts and successes because we know our collective impact is 
better than our individual impacts. 

• Thank you to our funders, the Wisconsin Department of Children and 
Families and the Wisconsin Partnership Program for their continued 
support and responsiveness to the needs of Wisconsin’s youngest 
children, their families and their educators. 

• Thank you to our donors who contribute because they believe that by 
changing early childhood, we change everything.  

At SFTA, we believe that by focusing upon and investing in early childhood, 
we produce change that lasts a lifetime. If we can reduce and eliminate 
negative experiences and increase the positive, high quality experiences, 
it will have resounding outcomes for us all. The Center for the Study of 
Social Policy has identified five protective factors that have been well-
demonstrated to strengthen families and promote positive outcomes. 
Please read on to see how SFTA is building our programming efforts to 
successfully implement the five protective factors.

Sincerely, 

              
     
Jill Hoiting       Erik Larson
Co-Director       Co-Director 
Programs & External Relations      Operations
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“When we treat children’s play 
as seriously as it deserves, we are 
helping them feel the joy that’s to 
be found in the creative spirit. It’s 
the things we play with and the 
people who help us play that make 
a great difference in our lives.” 

- Fred Rogers



Supporting Families Together Association is 
dedicated to making every early childhood a 
great one. As Wisconsin’s statewide member 
association for Child Care Resource & Referral 
Agencies (CCR&Rs), Family Resource Centers 
(FRCs) and other like-minded organizations and 
individuals, together we positively impact the 
world of early childhood every day. 

By ensuring quality early childhood programming 
is available statewide, key resources are 
strategically leveraged and maximized, and 
meaningful connections, relationships, and 
systems are built, SFTA strives for our vision 
in each home, place of care, early education 
setting, and community.

Child Care Resource & Referral 
Agencies 

We envision an environment in which 
all children have the opportunity to 
reach their highest potential, and 
all adults understand their role and 
responsibilities to children.

Family Resource Centers

Quality Early Care and Education: 
SFTA is committed to working with our community-
based organizations to advocate, educate and 
build Wisconsin’s capacity to deliver high quality 
early care and education experiences to all 
children. 

Healthy Children: 
SFTA is actively engaged in a broad range of 
prevention and health promotion efforts that are 
designed to create better health outcomes for all 
of Wisconsin’s children. 

Strong Families: 
SFTA provides concrete support to families in a 
strength-based and evidence-informed way.

Responsive Systems: 
SFTA builds systems and supports for early 
childhood that result in opportunities for all children 
to reach their highest potential. 

Supporting Families Together Association 
positively impacts the world of early childhood 
every day by providing crucial services and 
supports to Child Care Resource and Referral 
Agencies (CCR&Rs), Family Resource Centers 
(FRCs), and communities through: 

• Program management
• Quality assurance and improvement
• Organizational development
• Professional development
• Systems building
• Professional networking

These services strengthen our statewide 
programs and networks such as:

Child Care Resource 
and Referral Agencies 
(CCR&Rs) & Family 
Resource Centers 
(FRCs) 
SFTA member CCR&Rs 
and FRCs provide 
comprehensive services 
that support Wisconsin’s 
families, early care and 
education professionals, 
and communities. 
CCR&R services include 
referrals to quality early 
care programs and 
valuable community 
resources for families, 
as well as training and 
professional development opportunities for early 
childhood professionals. FRCs provide guidance 
to families in prevention and appropriate early 
intervention, home visitation services based on 
an evidence-based curriculum, and community 
response services.

Pre-Licensing 
This service guides early educators through 
the process of becoming regulated, showing 
them how their programs can continue to grow 
and succeed. This builds providers’ readiness 
and confidence, and prepares them for a future 
of continuous quality improvement. Providers 
supported by TCs are equipped to enter the early 
childhood field as prepared business owners, 

ready to make a commitment to being quality 
early educators. For this reason, SFTA is eager to 
expand pre-services so that new providers have 
greater opportunities to implement high quality 
practices early on, giving more parents quality 
early child care options.

Active Early 2.0
Funding for this project was provided by the 
UW School of Medicine and Public Health 
from the Wisconsin Partnership Program. The 
project is geared towards increasing physical 
activity in early childhood programs. SFTA and 
our partners do this through training, technical 
assistance to support providers in implementing 
physical activity, micro-grants for equipment and 
resources, and family engagement strategies. We 

strive to reach a reduced 
rate of childhood obesity 
amongst participants, 
and illustrate in ways that 
are culturally sensitive 
and effective, the positive 
changes that being active 
can make to children’s 
physical and mental 
health. 

Training and Technical 
Assistance (T&TA) 
T&TA covers a broad 
range of early childhood 
supports, trainings, and 
tools that are valuable 
resources for parents 

and early childhood professionals. This gives 
caretakers across Wisconsin the chance to 
learn from evidence-informed materials and 
individualized technical assistance that prepares 
them to fully support the children in their care. 
Children then grow and learn in a safe, supportive 
environment, built on these strategies their 
caretakers have learned to use. 

Through our focused efforts in all of these areas 
and more, we build the five protective factors 
that help prevent child abuse and neglect by 
shaping a stable, safe environment for a child, 
wherein a successful future is born. Join us as 
we take a look at how SFTA has continued to 
realize this vision in 2013.

SFTA

Family 
Resource
Centers

Child Care
Resource 
& Referral
Agencies

Communities

http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/members/connect-with-a-current-member/
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/members/connect-with-a-current-member/


We all have moments in our lives when we need help, especially as parents and 
caregivers. When adults who care for young children lack those outside supports 
and social connections to others, children are at higher risk for abuse and neglect.

Somewhere in Madison a new mother just begins to face the reality that the father of 
her baby has left, and she is suddenly a single mom. Not far away, SFTA’s Bilingual 
Quality Improvement Specialist, Romilia Schlueter, hosts the Spanish early childhood 
radio program, “Apoyando Familias, Aprendiendo Juntos.” Prudencio “Pancho” 
Oyarbide, a bilingual psychotherapist, happens to be a guest speaker that day, and 
the new mother’s sister is listening. Shortly after the show airs, she calls Romilia. 
After hearing Romilia speak on the radio, this woman believes she is the person who 
can connect with her sister, and as Romilia puts it, “help her make sense of what is 
happening.” Romilia went to this new mother’s home and sat with her and her two 
sisters. For hours they worked through everything the mother was dealing with, from 
finances and future planning, to challenging emotions, and talked about how she 
could move forward for her and for her baby. Romilia left that day with the knowledge 
that through her program she was able to reach out to this woman and her child, and 
be their support in a time of need.

Social 
Connections

Countless stories such as this one have come 
from listeners who were touched by Apoyando 
Familias, Aprendiendo Juntos (Supporting 
Families, Learning Together). 

This program, aired weekly, is an ongoing 
collaboration between SFTA and the Madison-
based radio station La Movida. Romilia speaks 
through this program to a large population of 
parents and caregivers that might otherwise be 
difficult to reach. She says an open discussion 
of early childhood topics on the air is particularly 
conducive to reaching Latino parents and 
caregivers, since for many in the Latino 
community, the feeling of an open forum is a 
more natural venue for discussion. As such, this 
program has not just reached out to help one 
young woman and her child, it has:

Romilia’s program continues to reach parents 
and providers to form crucial social connections 
throughout Wisconsin and far beyond. 

Whether examining the importance of social 
connections on an organizational level, like the 
benefits of SFTA’s community partnerships, or 
at the level of a single family, as when a new 
mother connected to an SFTA staff member, 
social connections clearly reinforce the supports 
that young children rely on. SFTA’s partnerships 
give us a stronger, collective impact on behalf 
of Wisconsin’s youngest children, and allow us 
to create supports for parents and caregivers 
throughout the state, through the systems, 
resources, and tools that we shape. 

So children, like the newborn in Romilia’s story, 
are in the hands of more supported, effective, 
confident caregivers. One parent, one caregiver, 
one child at a time, SFTA helps create strong 
social connections for families that allow young 
children to reach their fullest potential.

Apoyando Familias, 
Aprendiendo Juntos:

apoyandofamilias.
wordpress.com

• Offered a total of 51 early 
childhood educational 
opportunities in 2013 alone 

• Been viewed through social 
media 15,533 times this past 
year, in 60 countries around 
the world 

• Been posted to a blog, which 
is managed by SFTA staff, 
where parents and providers 
can access a backlog of audio, 
scripts, and resources from 
past programs

http://apoyandofamilias.wordpress.com/
http://www.lamovidaradio.com/
http://apoyandofamilias.wordpress.com/


Concrete Supports in 
Times of Need

Concrete supports make it possible for parents and caregivers to pull through 
difficult times and still be emotionally and physically present for their children. 
When families or individuals experience a crisis, children are more protected from 
neglect and abuse if the adults that care for them have easy, available access to 
the supports they need.  

Sometimes listening to a parent’s story during the referral process can be quite 
sad. One such referral this past November was from a father in Central Wisconsin 
whose wife recently passed away. He was calling for a child care referral for his 
infant son. The father tried to start his son in care and it was not a good experience. 
The first provider he took his son to closed a week after his son started care. They 
tried another provider, but this one gave her two weeks’ notice the day the man’s 
son started. With all of the sad experiences that his son has been through, the 
father emphasized how important it was for his son to have some child care provider 
stability if at all possible. We talked about how as he looks for care for his son, it is 
important to communicate with the provider right from the start and tell them how 
much this child has been through. The father sounded relieved to have more options, 
and thankful he could talk with someone about his experience.

 
 - Childcaring, Inc. (Formerly Child Care Resource & Referral of Central WI)

Contact your local CCR&R to find child care: 
supportingfamiliestogether.org/families/find-child-care/

SFTA’s member CCR&Rs help parents find 
quality child care programs that meet their needs 
and the needs of their children. CCR&R services 
are unique in that they give parents someone to 
talk to so that they feel taken care of and have 
the chance to directly communicate what they 
need from child care. 

These referrals assist parents in finding the 
highest quality care that fits their budget, work 
schedules, and other constraints, taking away 
the stress many parents feel when they lack child 
care they are comfortable with, or cannot find 
care at all. 

Less stress for the parent means less stress for 
their child, and accessing child care adds another 
system of care and support for children and their 
parents. In 2013, through our member CCR&Rs: 

• Families in 93% of Wisconsin 
counties were reached through the 
referral process 

• 7,503 families received referrals, 
benefiting 10,906 children 

• Services were ensured to families 
of Wisconsin’s youngest children, 
with over a third of referrals made 
to families with a child or children 
less than a year old

As Wisconsin’s quality rating and improvement 
system for child care, YoungStar goes hand in 
hand with CCR&R efforts. As a primary partner in 
the administration of YoungStar, SFTA promotes 
these standards for high quality early care and 
education to make it widely available, resulting in:  

• A 13% increase of children in 
Wisconsin Shares enrolled in 3 to 5 
Star programs, which means more 
low income families are accessing 
high-quality child care 

• A 6.5% decrease in 2 Star 
programs and a 3.6% increase in 
3 Star programs, showing more 
programs are reaching for, and 
earning higher ratings 

The efforts of SFTA, CCR&Rs and YoungStar 
combine to give parents critical resources 
to access quality early education and assist 
providers in finding the tools to be effective, self-
assured early educators. Overall, these services 
give the adults caring for children the necessary 
supports, resources, and informed guidance, to 
ensure every child is in the best possible care. In 
this way, when something happens, like the loss 
of a spouse and mother, or just the day-to-day 
struggles that come with raising children, parents 
and providers feel supported and taken care of, 
and can in turn, care for their children.

http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/families/find-child-care/
http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/youngstar/
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/families/find-child-care/


Parental 
Resilience

This is what allows parents to recover from a time of hardship, when they may 
need to lean on their social connections and supports. It is being able to recognize 
and cope with the emotions that surround difficult situations, while still being able 
to function and maintain hope for the future.

A mother of five and her friend came to us for assistance. The mother just left an 
abusive relationship and all she had with her was a laundry basket of her things. 
Fortunately, she was able to stay with a friend, who lived in a two bedroom apartment 
with her two children. Our ready-to-respond staff members were able to gather several 
basic necessities, such as diapers, socks, blankets, etc. The two women were given 
several large bags full of items and a mattress for one of the children to sleep on. 
Both mothers inquired about the services offered at FCRNEW and additional staff was 
brought in to discuss the family’s needs. We were able to provide them with referrals 
specific to those needs—including family support resources and child care referrals—
and offered follow up services. Both mothers signed up for our upcoming parenting 
class and the mother of five signed up for our long-term home visitation services. We 
recently reconnected with the family to start their home visitation and to check in and 
assure that their needs were met. They were coping well.

- Family & Childcare Resources of N.E.W. (FCRNEW)

Resilience gave this mother the strength to leave 
her abusive relationship and, with the support and 
guidance of this SFTA member, move forward 
for herself and her children. The most significant 
evidence in support of Family Resource Centers 
(FRCs), are stories of resilience, such as this 
one. FRCs provide essential tools of support 
for parents and their children to handle tough 
situations and emotions in a healthy way, such as 
Play and Learns, an extremely important tool in 
strengthening child parent relationships. 

Play and Learns are exactly what they sound 
like; engaging, family-oriented gatherings that 
give parents and children the chance to interact 
with one another and other families, through a 
mix of structured and free play. Most importantly, 
Play and Learns are a venue where parents can 
bond with their children and learn how to form 
relationships with early childhood professionals. 
This skill may be crucial later in life when parents 
need to communicate with their child’s teachers 
to be an active part of their child’s learning and 
development. 

Whether through the engagement and 
relationship building of Play and Learns, 
responsive referrals to community resources, 
structured parenting classes, or one of the many 
other services FRCs offer, their programming 
ensures a great start for Wisconsin children, 
and seamlessly coalesces with the efforts of 
CCR&Rs. 

Yet FRCs, at the forefront of supporting parents in 
the creation of safe, supportive relationships and 
environments that allow our youngest children to 
thrive, remain sorely underfunded. 

There are 72 counties in Wisconsin, 
over 350,000 children under the 
age of 5, and too little investment in 
FRCs to reach all of the children and 
families who need their services.   
In 2013, SFTA and FRCs made a plan for 
expanding services to reach every child and 
family. With this clear vision for growth, specific 
goals, and informed strategies, we are on our way 
to creating a positive change for FRCs. 

Like the mother who found the courage to move 
past an abusive relationship, when parents have 
the supports that meet their needs, this allows 
them to be resilient, to look beyond themselves 
and to give support and guidance to their 
children. SFTA supports FRCs, who support 
parents, who support their children, who grow 
into the parents and early educators of tomorrow. 
Together, SFTA and FRCs maintain this system 
of support, fostering parental resilience so that 
every child’s most basic needs are not only met, 
but surpassed, allowing them to grow, learn, and 
ultimately, thrive.

Selected Goals of the FRC Collaboration:

Federal, state and local policies reflect and 
prolong support of FRC services. 

Increased funding and resources to provide 
universal, 24/7 services in a welcoming, 

accessible location. 

An FRC in every county that is well-known, 
holds deep personal value for its residents, and 

is acknowledged and invested in by multiple 
sectors.

SFTA’s Responsive Actions: 
 

Collaborative grant writing opportunities to 
increase funding sustainability.

Creating venues for information sharing between 
family support workers through our What Works in 
Family Support blog, and other communications 

venues.

Increase awareness through more 
communications to the public, including sharing 

stories pertaining to FRC work.



This goes beyond giving parents and early educators the supports that meet their 
most basic, emotional needs, and gives them the necessary information to form 
suitable expectations and techniques that aid each child’s development. With this, 
parents and providers have a better understanding of what to expect and children 
are more appropriately supported.

After attending a Wisconsin Model Early Learning Standards training, the owner and 
administrative director of Young Child Development Center, Inc. took a whole new 
approach to her program’s daily routines and environments. As a team, her staff used 
the framework of Wisconsin Model Early Learning Standards to structure an effective 
approach to using The Creative Curriculum®. Together, they determined how to 
incorporate this into teaching strategies, and how to create goals for individual children 
and assess whether those goals were being met. Beyond incorporating it into learning 
strategies, staff now documents what skills children are working on, how they are 
working on them, and what other benefits they are gaining aside from mastering that 
skill. This documentation is not only made available to parents on a regular basis, it is 
displayed on the walls of classrooms for parents, visitors, and the children themselves 
to see. Children’s photos and artwork are posted in different areas, accompanied by 
information about the skills or types of learning the photos and artwork illustrate. Since 
these teaching and environment changes have occurred, providers have noticed the 
program has become a busier, more focused learning environment with less behavioral 
disruptions, allowing the children to meet more milestones and teachers to support them.
 

- Young Child Development Center, Inc., Appleton, WI

Knowledge of Child 
Development & Parenting

Based on research and supported by evidence-
based practices, Wisconsin Model Early Learning 
Standards helps providers identify and define 
developmental expectations for children from birth 
until they start first grade, by breaking down and 
explaining children’s learning and development. 

From here, Wisconsin Model Early Learning 
Standards shows providers how to use responsive 
teaching to support each child by regularly 
observing them and then meeting them where they 
are developmentally. 

This allows every child to acquire knowledge 
in a way, and at a pace, that is most conducive 
to their learning. This support ultimately means 
positive outcomes for these children later in life. 
Working with the Wisconsin Model Early Learning 
Standards Steering Committee, SFTA and our 
members:

Wisconsin Model Early Learning Standards 
provides early childhood professionals and 
policymakers with a common understanding of, 
and responsibility for the healthy development of 
young children. 

Besides Wisconsin Model Early Learning 
Standards, Training and Technical Assistance 

covers a broad range of early childhood supports, 
trainings, and tools that are valuable resources for 
early childhood professionals. In 2013: 

• A total of 1,121 early childhood 
trainings were held by SFTA and 
our members, including Wisconsin 
Model Early Learning Standards  

• This totaled 5,437 hours of content  

• Reaching 14,718 participants

This creates a supportive environment where 
children can grow and learn, built on those 
strategies providers have learned to use.

In this way, every child whose parent, provider, 
or caregiver participates in an SFTA, or member 
training, has the opportunity to benefit, because 
the adults in their lives having a greater 
understanding of their development. 

More children are being supported along their 
developmental milestones by parents and 
educators who know what to expect and how to 
respond, helping more children learn and grow 
successfully. 

• Employed a total of 37 Wisconsin 
Model Early Learning Standards 
approved trainers with 
additional staff working towards 
becoming approved 

• Supported two trainers who 
offer trainings in Spanish and 
one who offers them in Hmong 

• Delivered 28 Wisconsin Model 
Early Learning Standards 
trainings

Learn 
more by 
visiting the WI Early Childhood 
Collaborating Partners website at 
collaboratingpartners.com.  

http://www.collaboratingpartners.com/
http://www.collaboratingpartners.com/


*Gloria used to throw a tantrum every time her mother came to her child care center 
to pick her up. This created a stressful end to every day for Gloria, for her teachers, 
and for her mother, who had to try and calm Gloria for the rest of the evening. Gloria’s 
teacher took a moment to talk to her about why she got so upset about going home. 
The teacher came to see that after a full day of settling into her child care routine, Gloria 
felt overwhelmed by the suddenness of having to leave when her mother arrived and 
that made her react negatively. Gloria’s teacher spoke with Gloria and her mom, and 
together they came up with a solution. Gloria was already familiar with yoga since it was 
a regular part of their program’s week, and her teacher knew that she enjoyed it. The 
teacher told Gloria that from now on she would get a ten minute notice before her mother 
arrived. Gloria would use those ten minutes to do yoga and quiet herself in preparation 
to leave. Now, Gloria practices yoga before going home each day, and there are no 
more emotional outbursts. Gloria is no longer stressed at the end of the day and her 
mother and teacher end their days happier and calmer too, creating a healthier, safer 
environment for everyone—especially Gloria.

 - University Avenue Day Care, Inc., Madison, WI

This competence is developed through strong, meaningful relationships with the 
most important adults in children’s lives and a supportive emotional environment 
in the home and within early care, where children learn to understand and manage 
their feelings and to empathize with the feelings of others. 

Social Emotional Competence 
in Children

This provider, mother, and child worked together 
to find a plan that was a good fit for them, and 
now Gloria knows that she can manage her 
emotions, and how.

Social emotional competence is learned, not 
innate. That means it is up to us to teach young 
children how to understand and cope with their 
emotions and those of others, in a healthy, 
positive way. Having a firm grasp on social 
emotional understanding from an early age 
prepares young children to be ready to learn, 
able to interact and connect with others, and 
to carry that emotional understanding and 
control with them throughout their lives. 

In collaboration with the Pyramid 
Model State Leadership Team, SFTA 
actively empowers early childhood 
professionals with the knowledge 
to teach the children in their care 
how to achieve social emotional 
competence. 

The Pyramid Model training gives early childhood 
professionals evidence-based guidance to 
promote healthy social emotional development 
early on in a child’s life. SFTA shares the Pyramid 
Model with early childhood professionals across 
the state, through trainings, technical consulting, 
and resource sharing, ensuring as many children 
as possible have the informed guidance to attain 
social emotional competence early on. In 2013:

• A total of 32 Pyramid Model 
trainings were held across all 
funding sources for 723 hours of 
training 

• There were 841 Pyramid Model 
participants from 46% of 
Wisconsin counties

 

As where one little girl learned to manage her 
emotional responses through yoga, helping 
children develop ways to manage their emotions 
is a crucial component of their being able to 
form connections with others; their peers, their 
parents, their providers, and whomever else life 
brings their way. 

Overall, that is what building a child’s social 
emotional competence is truly about: empathy for 
others, emotional self-awareness, and healthy, 
responsive relationships. 

SFTA will continue to deliver tools, resources, 
ideas, and supports that help providers and 
parents across Wisconsin teach children these 
skills, and support children’s social emotional 
growth from the early stages of their lives through 
whatever their futures hold.

Learn more about the Pyramid Model by visiting 
the Social and Emotional Foundations for Early 
Learning website at csefel.vanderbilt.edu/
resources/states.html. 

Connect with the Wisconsin Pyramid Model for Social Emotional 
Competence on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/WiPyramidModel 

http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/resources/states.html
http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/resources/states.html
http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/WiPyramidModel
https://www.facebook.com/WiPyramidModel


Our 2013 Funders

Income (000) expenses
YoungStar  8,061 Personnel 699 
CCR&R  1,610 Sub-Recipients 9,153
Pre-Licensing  268 Operational 236 
Active Early  119 Travel 58 
All Other  85 Other 32 
Total Income 10,143 Total Expenses 10,179

Net Income (loss) (35)

For more information about SFTA’s financial status, please view our profile 
on GuideStar or contact us at 1 (888) 713.KIDS (5437) for a copy of our most 
recent audit and/or 990.
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Organizations
Celebrate Children Foundation
Nancy I. Hoiting Memorial Fund of 
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Foundation
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Wisconsin
Strait Way Ministries, Inc.
Rochdale International Co-Op
The Road Home
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Lussier Community Education Center
Kids Safe Program
City Grill - An American Bistro

Thank you for your support of SFTA!

SFTA’s staff and board members celebrate our growing partnership with excellent support from our funders over 
the past year. Many thanks, especially to those who are working with us on the challenging work essential to 
ensuring the future sustainability of our association. 

We are ever grateful to those of you who believe in us enough to invest personal funds in the work of SFTA. This 
supports our quality improvement efforts for early care and education, increased access to quality programming, 
and advocacy funds for young children. These flexible funds are essential for us to develop and pilot new 
programming and help us sustain essential and proven programming.

We continue to work to make our services accessible to families, early care and education professionals and 
partner agencies, and to respond to requests with respectful, thoughtful, evidence based programming. The new 
SFTA website has tools to provide more transparency in programming. It will help us understand what is needed 
by our statewide partner agencies, child care professionals and families, and connect families and professionals 
to local services and resources. 

We thank you for your contribution to SFTA whether it is part of your work for the Association, training our staff 
and partners, membership on the board, a financial contribution, or sharing our important work with friends and 
colleagues. Our staff and Board of Directors are committed to using our tax supported dollars and donor funds 
responsibly for the benefit of children across the state of Wisconsin. Thank you for supporting our association and 
spreading the word about SFTA.

Mary Beth Plane, MSW, PhD, President of SFTA Board of Directors

http://dcf.wi.gov/
http://www.med.wisc.edu/wisconsin-partnership-program/about-the-wisconsin-partnership-program/500


With the successes and stories of 2013 bolstering 
our work, SFTA is very excited for what we have 
in store for 2014. Besides continuing to refine 
services and strengthen our systems, we are 
working to build new ones. We are focusing on 
several systems building strategies to increase 
resources and supports for our members, and to 
perfect and expand existing supports:  

• A Consumer Focused Data System: SFTA’s 
Data and Innovation team is focusing on 
securing funds for a more efficient customer 
relationship management system. With this, 
SFTA can provide enhanced services, collect 
a wider range of data, and deeply analyze 
trends impacting early childhood outcomes.  

• Family Resource Center (FRC) Infrastructure 
Building: SFTA is working with local FRCs to 
increase financial, public, and cross-sector 
support for this system.  

• CCR&R Expansion: SFTA is building a 
support system to streamline and enhance 
CCR&R communications, to make CCR&Rs 
more identifiable and accessible for families. 

• Expand Pre-Licensing: TCs give new 
providers valuable resources and information; 
to prepare for regulation, access trainings, and 
to get the education they need. We strive to 
extend this support further, to offer additional 
training and other elements of building a 
sustainable, quality child care model.

 
Aside from these broader systems-based efforts, 
SFTA is eager to share several annual events:

• The Small Change Makes a Big Difference 
Campaign: SFTA’s annual Teach-a-Thon 
acknowledges Child Abuse and Neglect 
Prevention Month in April with an increased 
volume of child abuse and neglect prevention 
trainings across Wisconsin. These public 
trainings held by SFTA staff, partner CCR&Rs, 
and FRCs, cover a range of child abuse 
prevention topics, in which the five factors of 

prevention are prominent. We ask supporters 
to pledge their small change for every adult 
we train in the month of April, to make a BIG 
difference for our youngest children.  

• Once Upon a Book Drive: SFTA will launch 
this new event this summer where we will 
collect donations of quality children’s books to 
distribute to families and providers across the 
state. Access to quality early literacy materials 
is a significant developmental support we can 
provide through this drive and we look forward 
to making it a success.

As SFTA reflects on the year past and moves 
forward into the next, the five protective factors 
for preventing child abuse and neglect are always 
in mind, guiding our efforts through the services, 
supports, and resources we offer. We ask you 
to lend your support as we continue to work with 
children and their families to build and sustain: 

The driving force behind these factors is to 
ensure that all children and their families are 
supported and safe, a purpose that truly connects 
all those who support young children; SFTA, 
CCR&Rs, FRCs, providers, parents, and people 
like you, throughout Wisconsin, and beyond. We 
believe every child deserves the chance to be 
supported, to feel safe, to be healthy, to be held, 
to be shown they are valued, and to thrive. Only 
then can every child reach their highest potential, 
and carry that through into a promising future.

1. Social Connections
2. Concrete Supports in Times of 

Need
3. Parental Resilience
4. Knowledge of Child 

Development and Parenting
5. Social Emotional Competence 

in Children

Looking Forward

SFTA produces several online publications, including the quarterly 
newsletter, monthly digest, and more. Sign up to receive our publications at 

supportingfamiliestogether.org/ or email kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org.

Did You Know There Are 8   
Ways to Connect With SFTA?

Check out our NEW website 
supportingfamiliestogether.org/

SFTA On Facebook 
facebook.com/

SupportingFamiliesTogether

Our Pinterest Page
pinterest.com/supfamtog/

Twitter  
twitter.com/SFTA_WI

Linked In 
linkedin.com/company/supporting-

families-together-association

Apoyando Familias, Aprendiendo Juntos
apoyandofamilias.wordpress.com/

What Works in Family Support
whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/

Active Early, Healthy Bites
activeearlyhealthybites.

wordpress.com/

http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/once-upon-a-book-drive/
https://www.facebook.com/SupportingFamiliesTogether
http://www.pinterest.com/supfamtog/
http://apoyandofamilias.wordpress.com/
http://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/
http://activeearlyhealthybites.wordpress.com/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/supporting-families-together-association
https://twitter.com/SFTA_WI
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/
mailto:kelly%40supportingfamiliestogether.org?subject=SFTA%20Publications%20Sign-Up
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SupportingFamiliesTogether
http://www.pinterest.com/supfamtog/
https://twitter.com/SFTA_WI
http://www.linkedin.com/company/supporting-families-together-association
http://apoyandofamilias.wordpress.com/
http://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/
http://activeearlyhealthybites.wordpress.com/


700 Rayovac Drive, Suite 6
Madison, WI 53711
1 (888) 713.KIDS (5437)
(608) 443.2490
www.supportingfamiliestogether.org
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