
“ ‘Sometimes,’ said Pooh, ‘the 
smallest things take up the 
most room in your heart.’ ” 

- A.A. Milne

Our
2014

Journey



Dear Friends,

Another year has come and gone, and here at SFTA, we are pleased to be able to 
share with you the progress we’ve made in ensuring that Wisconsin has a system of 
early care and education and family support that is working for our youngest children. 

SFTA is built upon the recognition that Wisconsin’s local communities are unique, 
with their own strengths and challenges. Our local members, Child Care Resource 
& Referral Agencies and Family Resource Centers, understand the communities in 
which they work, staying engaged with the families and early educators of children 
zero to five. We strive to bring these local organizations together in a strong, solid 
system of supports that serve all of Wisconsin.  Our dedication and commitment 
focuses on building this system in smart and effective ways. 

In 2014, our system grew, becoming stronger and mightier across family support and 
early education.  

Family Support: 
• SFTA joined the National Network for Family Support and Strengthening Networks, 

which helps us to bring back more evidence-based examples and resources to 
Wisconsin. 

• SFTA hired its first Family Engagement Specialist to lead our team in our 
family support efforts. Having a dedicated staff member who is experienced in 
implementing family programming in local communities has proven a major asset. 

• Outreach to Wisconsin’s Family Resource Centers has resulted in a more robust 
membership, more than tripling it, and a better understanding of the resources 
available to the families of Wisconsin. 

• We garnered support for the implementation of Parent Cafes, a program designed 
to foster parent leadership and connection, and will be implementing in 2015. 

Early Education: 
• Through significant training and technical assistance provided by our Child Care 

Resource & Referral members, we’ve continued to support the improvement of 
quality in Wisconsin’s child care programs. As a result, we are seeing more young 
children in higher quality care.  

• Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge allowed us to increase access to 
training and customized technical assistance related to the Wisconsin Model Early 
Learning Standards, the Pyramid Model of Social Emotional Development and the 
Ages and Stages Questionnaire. 

• We continued to invest in the staff of our partners, providing scholarships to 
intensive continuing education, coordinating statewide professional development 
and creating onboarding and orientation tools. 

Please read on to learn more about our 2014 successes. Also, visit our website at 
supportingfamiliestogether.org for a comprehensive picture of all of our programming 
and systems-building strategies, including pre-licensing services, Active Early 2.0 and 
policy and advocacy initiatives. 
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Co-Director       Co-Director 
Programs & External Relations      Operations

Staff

Abbe Braun

Melissa Chan

Penny Chase

Connie Dunlap

Jill Hoiting

Kathy Kadar

Toni Kutner

Erik Larson

Kelly McClurg

Anna Ramirez

Romilia Schlueter

Ger Thor 

Board

Mary Beth Plane
President

Patricia Woods-Clark
Secretary

Kelly Jensen
Treasurer 

Jodi Widuch
FRC Representative

Paula Breese
CCR&R Representative

Staci Sontoski 

Lana Nenide 
 

Arianna Keil

Melissa Velez



PLEASE CLICK anywhere on this page to view the full infographic previewed below:

...CLICK to view the full image

https://magic.piktochart.com/output/3830315-sfta-flow-chart
https://magic.piktochart.com/output/3830315-sfta-flow-chart
https://magic.piktochart.com/output/3830315-sfta-flow-chart


Research shows that rapid brain development 
occurs during the first five years of a child’s 

life. How a child is supported and nourished by 
adults in these early 
years can determine 
their future success. 
Recent research in 
this area essentially 
proves what those 
of us in the early 
childhood field have 
always known: early 
experiences matter.  

With that in mind, 
SFTA promotes 
YoungStar to 
increase and sustain 
high quality child 
care programs in 
Wisconsin, and we 
back our member CCR&Rs to do the same at a 
local level throughout the state. SFTA champions 
YoungStar programming through training and 
technical assistance, and supports CCR&Rs 
in incorporating YoungStar information into 
child care referrals and their work with current 

and prospective child care providers. These 
interactions positively affect Wisconsin families 
and children by encouraging providers to build 

high quality 
programs with 
the guidance of 
YoungStar, and by 
showing parents 
how to recognize 
and choose quality 
child care for their 
children. This push 
from CCR&Rs 
and SFTA through 
YoungStar 
ultimately leads 
to more adults, 
both parents 
and providers, 
recognizing 
the value of 

high quality child care, and encouraging more 
programs to strive for high quality. This means 
more children are accessing high quality early 
care and education, allowing more young minds 
to flourish and be supported to grow to their 
highest potential.   

A Dash of Data: YoungStar 
2014

• Early Education: About 7,350 
families received child care 
referrals from our CCR&R 
members 

• Families: CCR&R child care 
referrals involved over 10,800 
children, reaching families in 
almost every Wisconsin county

• Communities: As of January 
1, 2015, 70% of children served 
by Wisconsin Shares are being 
cared for by 3, 4 or 5 Star rated 
programs; an increase of 4% since 
the beginning of 2014

“Through a YoungStar Diversity Grant, SFTA 
member CCR&R, Childcaring, Inc., can send a staff 

member, Kao, to regularly attend a local Hmong 
family provider support group. Kao offers the group 

important information and knowledge regarding 
YoungStar and other quality, training, and business 

considerations, presented in these providers’ 
primary language. The diversity grant has paid for 

provider trainings in Hmong, meeting materials, and 
other tools needed to build quality and a support 
system within this group that benefits the entire 

community. A member of this group recently became 
the second Hmong provider in the central region of 
the state to achieve a 3 Star rating from YoungStar.” 

SFTA & 

http://developingchild.harvard.edu/resources/reports_and_working_papers/working_papers/wp5/
http://developingchild.harvard.edu/resources/reports_and_working_papers/working_papers/wp5/
http://childcaring.org/
https://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/2015/04/21/a-community-of-practice-story-teller-network-support-group/
https://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/2015/04/21/a-community-of-practice-story-teller-network-support-group/
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/testimonials/a-balancing-act-family-and-education/
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/testimonials/a-balancing-act-family-and-education/
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/testimonials/a-balancing-act-family-and-education/
http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/youngstar/


Once Upon a Book Drive...SFTA brought 
together our partners, members, and the 

statewide community, to gather books for the 
Wisconsin children who needed them the most.  

Early literacy skills are essential to a child’s 
growth and development. Recent studies show 
that 18- month-
old children from 
disadvantaged 
families are already 
several months 
behind their more 
advantaged 
peers in language 
proficiency. Regular 
language engagement 
is crucial for a child to develop early literacy and 
language skills, and a parent or caregiver reading 
to a child, or listening to them read, is a huge 
part of how this happens. But the sad truth is, not 
every child has access to books or a literacy rich 
environment.  

In 2014, SFTA launched our first Once Upon a 
Book Drive, to give more Wisconsin children the 

opportunity for language and literacy growth. 
From mid-June through the end of August, we 
collected quality children’s books to distribute 
statewide to child care programs and families in 
need. Working with our member CCR&Rs and 
FRCs, SFTA set up book collection sites across 
Wisconsin, and coordinated efforts to support 

our members in 
engaging their local 
communities and 
businesses. The 
book drive not only 
allowed SFTA to 
form ties to local 
organizations, 
businesses, and 
individuals, it gave 

our members that same opportunity in their 
communities. 

The end result was an immense outpouring 
of book donations, support for Wisconsin 
children and families, and the beginnings of 
new relationships that strengthen SFTA’s and 
our partners’ ability, to reach more children and 
families through all of the work that we do. 

Once Upon a Book Drive

A Dash of Data: Book Drive 2014

• Early Education & Families: Over 5,600 books for Wisconsin children in need were collected in 
our first annual Once Upon a Book Drive –over 5 times our original goal

• There were no leftover books. CCR&Rs and other groups receiving/distributing books were all able 
to find them “good homes” with children who needed them

• Communities: Due to our outreach efforts, SFTA received inquiries from organizations to donate 
and receive books, leading to new connections for collecting and distributing books for next year  

“Though of course we have books, you will never 
know how much it meant to all of us here to receive 

new books. The staff couldn’t wait to share them 
with the children and the children were excited to 
have new stories to listen to. Thank you so much 

for all your hard work and caring hearts.”  

- Wisconsin Child Care Program, Book Recipient 

http://news.stanford.edu/news/2013/september/toddler-language-gap-091213.html
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/once-upon-a-book-drive/
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/once-upon-a-book-drive/


SFTA’s Child Abuse & Neglect Prevention Teach-a-Thon

Child abuse and neglect is a sad reality, 
even in Wisconsin. According to the most 

recent Department of Children and Families 
Wisconsin Child Abuse and Neglect report, 4,886 
Wisconsin children 
were victims of 
maltreatment in 
2013.Child abuse 
and neglect 
prevention remains 
a key focus for 
SFTA year-round. 

But it is each year 
in April, National 
Child Abuse 
Prevention month, 
that this issue 
is brought to the forefront in the work that we 
do. This month, with a friendly competition, we 
encourage member CCR&Rs and FRCs to host 
as many child abuse and neglect prevention 
trainings as possible throughout the state, for 
parents, child care providers, and community 
members. This upsurge in trainings directly 

benefits Wisconsin children by offering their 
parents and caregivers resources to better 
understand and support children’s development 
in a healthy manner, and by guiding others in 

how they too 
can prevent child 
maltreatment. 

The Small 
Change Makes 
a BIG Difference 
Teach-a-Thon is 
ultimately a grass 
roots, educational 
approach to child 
abuse and neglect 
prevention that 
fosters a collection 

of small but strong efforts spear-headed by SFTA 
and our member agencies to create BIG positive 
outcomes for families. In our 2014 Teach-a-Thon 
we trained over 1,600 parents, early childhood 
professionals, and community members in child 
abuse and neglect prevention through 106 
trainings statewide.

A Dash of Data: Child Abuse & Neglect Prevention 2014

• Families: Strengthening Families was the most widely attended training with 370 
participants 

• Early Education & Communities: CCR&Rs offer technical assistance in child 
development, quality early care and education, and positive parenting, and refer them 
to other community resources

In the five 2014 Teach-a-Thon trainings that just one 
trainer gave, four participants said that they were 
inspired to seek support, for suspected abuse of 

a child, or for abuse they experienced as children. 
“Even if we only have ten people at a child abuse 

and neglect prevention training, it touches so many 
people. We are not just training those ten people. We 
are training all of the people that they reach out to.” 

– Michelle Messer, Child Care Partnership

http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/small-change-makes-a-big-difference/
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/small-change-makes-a-big-difference/
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/small-change-makes-a-big-difference/
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/small-change-makes-a-big-difference/


A Dash of Data: RTTT 2014 

• Early Education & 
Families: Over 130 child 
care programs received 
almost 1,300 technical 
consultation hours 
statewide, increasing 
program quality for 
Wisconsin families 

• Communities:Technical 
consultation services 
reached 65% of the 72 
Wisconsin counties

Race to the Top – Early Learning Challenge 
(RTT-ELC) is a $34 million dollar grant 

awarded to Wisconsin by the federal government 
that is focused on supporting children between 
birth and kindergarten. SFTA works on this 
cross-departmental grant with the Wisconsin 
Department of Children and Families to 
implement 
programming, 
training, and 
technical 
consultation 
surrounding 
early childhood 
supports. 
Our primary 
focuses funded 
through RTTT 
are research 
and evidence-
based: 

• Pyramid 
Model for Supporting Social Emotional 
Competence in Infants and Young Children: 
A framework supporting social emotional 
competence in our youngest children.

• Wisconsin Model Early Learning Standards: 
Standards specifying developmental 
expectations for children from birth through 
entrance to first grade. 

•  Ages and Stages Questionnaires (ASQ): An 
evidence-based tool for screening infants 
and young children for developmental delays 

during their first 5 
years of life. 

Each of these 
gives caregivers 
and parents the 
tools to better 
understand and 
support children’s 
social emotional 
and intellectual 
development. 
Providing 
caregivers with the 
knowledge to more 
effectively support 

children means more positive outcomes for those 
children later in life, which not only benefits that 
child, it benefits us all. 

Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge (RTTT-ELC)

“This child care provider applied for RTTT technical 
consultation on the Pyramid Model, for support with 

behavior guidance techniques to use with the children 
in her care. Her TC shared numerous strategies for 

appropriate behavior regulation and redirection. Together 
they made the program environment more learning 

conducive by organizing interest areas to engage and 
stimulate the children. These changes show children and 
families that this program is kind, safe, and nurturing, and 

produce positive changes in the children’s behavior.”

- Family Connections of Southwest Wisconsin

http://challengingbehavior.fmhi.usf.edu/do/pyramid_model.htm?utm_source=TACSEI+%2526+CSEFEL+Updates&utm_campaign=d8a55fabe0-TACSEI+and+CSEFEL+Updates_3.2010&utm_medium=email#what
http://challengingbehavior.fmhi.usf.edu/do/pyramid_model.htm?utm_source=TACSEI+%2526+CSEFEL+Updates&utm_campaign=d8a55fabe0-TACSEI+and+CSEFEL+Updates_3.2010&utm_medium=email#what
http://challengingbehavior.fmhi.usf.edu/do/pyramid_model.htm?utm_source=TACSEI+%2526+CSEFEL+Updates&utm_campaign=d8a55fabe0-TACSEI+and+CSEFEL+Updates_3.2010&utm_medium=email#what
http://www.collaboratingpartners.com/wmels-about.php
http://agesandstages.com/
http://developingchild.harvard.edu/download_file/-/view/64/&ei=svrWUsWWG4m6yAHHl4GQAg&usg=AFQjCNFrCOeyRwV1oBynqWvdA9-BTgi5wA&sig2=jid_WT4duP-OE7O-GL65Mg&bvm=bv.59378465,d.aWM
http://developingchild.harvard.edu/download_file/-/view/64/&ei=svrWUsWWG4m6yAHHl4GQAg&usg=AFQjCNFrCOeyRwV1oBynqWvdA9-BTgi5wA&sig2=jid_WT4duP-OE7O-GL65Mg&bvm=bv.59378465,d.aWM


Wrapping up 2014 and a Peek at the Year to Come

Find us on social media at supportingfamiliestogether.org/communities/visit-our-online-media-center/

Each event, program, and action highlighted 
in this report illustrates how SFTA remains 

a consistent, supportive presence, in early 
education, in the lives of children and their 
families, and in our statewide and local 
communities. As SFTA moves into 2015, we 
build on the successes and knowledge gained 
in 2014 as we continue to strive for the best 
possible impacts in every area of our work, and 
ultimately, for Wisconsin children. Here are a few 
things we are looking forward 
to in the coming year:

Strategic Planning 
Process: For the past year 
SFTA has made an effort to 
delve into the true aim and 
purpose of the work that we 
do, and of our organization 
as a whole. With the 
guidance of an outside 
consultant SFTA has sifted 
through every aspect of our 
organization to distill what 
we envision our organization 
to be, and what we strive to 
accomplish, so as to better 
showcase who we are to our 
supporters. We will share 
some of the conclusions and objectives reached 
through this process in the coming year, and 
use it to inform our future actions and planning 
processes.

Parent Cafés & Increased Family Engagement: 
SFTA was recently awarded a grant from 
the Department of Children and Families to 
implement Parent Cafés through our Family 
Resource Center and Child Care Resource and 
Referral member agencies across the state. 
These Cafés are gatherings for parents to discuss 

the worries, questions, and joys that come with 
being a parent. Those hosting the Cafés will 
facilitate discussions to be more intentionally 
focused on supporting child development and the 
parent, and will provide needed information and 
resources to help answer some of the questions 
and concerns that arise. 

Family Resource Centers (FRCs): SFTA has 
set plans in motion to reconnect with more 

FRCs across the state by 
reaching out and inviting 
them to become SFTA 
members. Working as a 
team with FRCs, led by 
our Family Engagement 
Specialist, we will be able 
to support and partner 
with more FRCs in the 
important work that they do 
for Wisconsin children and 
families.

Data System Creation 
and Implementation: 
Beginning in late May, 
SFTA will start the 
process of building a more 
comprehensive, efficient 

data system. This new system will allow us to 
collect more detailed and wide-ranging data that 
will let us better identify what successes have 
been made on behalf of Wisconsin children 
and families, and where there is still a need for 
progress. It is our hope to have this data system 
up and running by 2016. 

Thank you for walking through 2014 with our 
organization. We hope we have inspired you to 
join us in 2015 in supporting early education, 
families, and communities across Wisconsin. 

http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/communities/visit-our-online-media-center/
https://www.facebook.com/SupportingFamiliesTogether
https://twitter.com/SFTA_WI
https://www.pinterest.com/supfamtog/
https://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/supporting-families-together-association
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/


Our 2014 Funders

Income (000) expenses (000)
YoungStar  9,254 Personnel 717 
CCR&R  1,598 Sub-Recipients 10,693
Pre-Licensing  327 Operational 238
Race to the Top  525 Travel 45
All Other  103 Other 95
Total Income 11,807 Total Expenses 11,788

Net Income (loss) 20

For more information about SFTA’s financial status, please view our profile 
on GuideStar or contact us at 1 (888) 713.KIDS (5437) for a copy of our most 
recent audit and/or 990.

http://dcf.wi.gov/
http://www.med.wisc.edu/wisconsin-partnership-program/about-the-wisconsin-partnership-program/500


Thank you for your support of SFTA!

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I would like to thank you, whether you are an agency or community 
partner, a funder, an individual donor, an SFTA staff member, or a board member, for your contribution 
to Supporting Families Together Association this year.
 
Your generosity provides the flexible funding we need to add new content to our training for child care 
professionals, to improve quality programing, and to develop new programs for young children in early 
care and education programs statewide. It makes resources available for our staff to share quality 
improvement data and processes with other early childhood professionals that helps them identify their 
priorities for program improvement.
 
These funds are also the reason we can do advocacy work. It is essential for our association to share 
information with state decision makers about the critical nature of the work being done by SFTA and 
our partner agencies across the state, including our work with child care providers and our partner 
organizations and families; all to improve the lives of children and their families.
 
Our staff and board of directors remain dedicated to providing resources for optimal care of young 
children in our communities to help build a strong foundation for their lives. We are committed to using 
our tax supported and donor funds responsibly for the benefit of children and families across Wisconsin. 
 
Thank you for supporting our association.  

Mary Beth Plane, MSW, PhD 
President of SFTA Board of Directors
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Event & Program Partners
Wisconsin Society of Association 
Executives (WSAE)
Target (Madison, Sun Prairie)
The Learning Gardens
Ricoh USA, Inc.
Woodman’s
A Room of One’s Own Bookstore
The Learning Shop (Madison)
Johnson Bank 
Wisconsin Public Library System
MG&E
WLMV-La Movida 1480 AM
Edgewood College
Wisconsin Alliance for Cultural and 

Linguistic Diversity (WISACALD)
4-C Community Coordinated Child 
Care, Inc.
UNIDOS Against Domestic Violence
Ballet Folclórico de María Díaz
Danza Folclórica de Ecuador
Mami Family Day Care
Peques Day Care
Sopelick Family Day Care
Jungle Day Care
Pequeños Traviesos Family 
Day Care
Butterflies Home Day Care
Sonrisas y Colores Family 
Day Care
Come and Learn Child Care
Anthony’s Bilingual Preschool
My Favorite Childcare

SFTA Members
Browse and connect with current 
SFTA Core members here: 
supportingfamiliestogether.org/
members/connect-with-a-current-
member/

http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/members/connect-with-a-current-member/
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/members/connect-with-a-current-member/
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/members/connect-with-a-current-member/


“Listen to the mustn’ts, child. Listen to the don’ts. Listen 
to the shouldn’ts, the impossibles, the won’ts. Listen to the 
never haves, then listen close to me... Anything can happen, 
child. Anything can be.” 

- Shel Silverstein



700 Rayovac Drive, Suite 6
Madison, WI 53711
1 (888) 713.KIDS (5437)
(608) 443.2490
www.supportingfamiliestogether.org


