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« «

Mission: We cultivate a system of 
organizations and professionals 

across Wisconsin to promote 
quality, strengths-based, early 

childhood services in 
all communities.

https://supportingfamiliestogether.org/


Programming Transitions 
 
YoungStar: Since securing the contract for administration of YoungStar, 
Wisconsin’s Child Care Quality Rating & Improvement System, SFTA has 
moved swiftly to implement 
new departments in micro-
grants, formal rating & 
professional development 
(PD), more than doubling 
our staff since the YoungStar 
transition.
• Nearly 75% of children 

served by Wisconsin Shares were cared for by 3, 4 or 5 Star rated programs 
as of the end of 2016.

• The YoungStar Micro-Grant Program saw the 12,000th grant awarded to a 
child care provider, existing micro-grant materials were updated, and new 
tools and resources were developed.

• Since SFTA ERS Observers started formal rating in July, through the end 
of 2016, over 100 child care programs completed their formal ratings and 
formal rating requests increased.

• The SFTA PD department provided support to child care providers and 
Technical Consultants (TCs) to further their professional development. 

CCR&R Advances 
 
Salesforce: SFTA began implementation of our new data system, Salesforce, 
in April of 2016 and have already seen the benefits. 
• Providers can update their Business Information (BIF) form more easily and 

frequently now that it is online, making provider information more usable and 
current for families seeking child care. 

• The system saves time and money while increasing efficiency and data 
analysis possibilities, such as making child 
care vacancy information available during 
referrals so parents have more child care 
options at their finger-tips.

CCR&R Base Contract: SFTA was once 
again awarded this contract, allowing us to continue supporting the important 
work of our ten CCR&R member agencies.
• Over 5,000 unique families received child care referrals through Salesforce 

from date of implementation in late April, through the end of 2016, in addition 
to the over 2,100 families that received child care referrals the first half of the 
year through our prior data system.

• Statewide, CCR&Rs delivered over 1,100 trainings to over 17,300 
participants that represented 97% of WI counties and 7 First Nations.

 
“[Micro-grants] are giving us the right tools to be 

able to connect with and engage children.”  
 

– Dina Bettin, Director, Marion Day Care, Inc.

Parent Café Funding: In 2016, SFTA was awarded 
the Mary Alphonse Bradley Grant for $16,000, for 
seed money that Parent Café teams can use towards 
the implementation of their first Parent Café series. 
Also in 2016:
• There were 105 Parents Café Sessions offered 

project to date (PTD), involving over 650 
unduplicated parents and/or family members and 
over 1,200 children.

• Over 160 parents and/or family members were 
recruited as Parent Café hosts and 105 have been 

trained PTD, strengthening the 
sustainability of Parent Cafés.
• Parent Cafés are now 
offered in 20 WI counties 
and continued expansion is 
planned.

Already, 27% of providers 
have submitted vacancy 

information

“I can’t wait to try new ways 
to connect with my child.”

- Parent Café Participant

Project Innovations 

Online Learning: 
SFTA partnered with 
member agency 4-C and 
UW-Platteville to offer 
online long-distance 

learning opportunities to providers without the 
funds or time to travel to certain professional 
development and educational opportunities.
• The online learning pilot featured one 

Strengthening Families training open to the 
public. Within 30 minutes of open registration 
all 25 class slots were filled and there was a 
waiting list.

• SFTA has already set the groundwork to 
convert 5 or more current in-person trainings 
into the online learning system.

• The CCR&R network aims to offer 20 
trainings through the online learning system 
in 2017.

Online Learning 
Pilot SOLD OUT 
in 30 minutes

https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/youngstar/
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/youngstar-micro-grant-program/
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/formal-rating-in-youngstar/
https://supportingfamiliestogether.org/members/connect-with-a-current-member/
https://supportingfamiliestogether.org/families/support-your-family/
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SFTA’s 2016 Financials include 
core contracts for CCR&R 
Base services, YoungStar and 
Pre-Licensing, as well as five 
contracts under the Race to the 
Top Early Learning Challenge.

Major investments include the 
go-live of our Salesforce data 
system and ensuring a seamless 
YoungStar transition, both of 
which we will use to accomplish 
some great things for early 
childhood in 2017!

THANK YOU to our major 
funder, Wisconsin Department 
of Children and Families, for 
supporting SFTA’s work on 
behalf of children and families.Total Income: $11,325,000

Total Expenses: $11,224,000
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