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Winter issue

In this issue you will find 
stories about innovative 
collaborations in the 
field, relevent trainings, 
community events, 
research and resources, 
and updates from SFTA 
and our partners. Enjoy!

SFTA is Interactive
Please join our social 
media to be even more 
connected with SFTA 
through: 

• Trends & News 
• Local Events 
• Training Resources 
• Policy & Advocacy 
• Success Stories

...and much more! 

Join SFTA’s social media:

Harvesting Quality: 

The 2014 Harvesting Quality Festival was not simply 
an enjoyable family event, it was a welcoming, multi-

cultural celebration to honor child care providers and 
promote excellence in child care—while having fun! 

“[The festival allowed] such a diverse group of fantastic 
people and programs to gather for a moment of 
celebration, support, learning, and advocacy focused on 
those who are at the front line of child care and education,” 
said Romilia Schlueter, early childhood professional and 
lead organizer of the festival. “Most important, we were 
able to keep the children at the center of the celebration 
from beginning to end.”

The festival took place on November 8th at Edgewood 
College. Attendees were greeted at the door, in English 
and in Spanish, with small prizes for the children, child 
development and child care information for the parents, 
and a chance to enter a raffle to win items such as Lego 

sets, one-hour massages, and piñatas donated by La 
Movida radio.

Families, children, and child care providers arrived steadily 
throughout the day to explore exhibit tables hosted by 
local businesses and organizations and to enjoy hands-on 
activities led by Madison child care programs and early 
childhood supporters. The Edgewood auditorium held 
the music and movement area, where children took turns 
singing karaoke onstage, while others chose to dance 
along to the music with colorful scarves. Adults cheered 
them on in the audience, or joined the children in song. 
Just upstairs from the auditorium were rooms filled with 
educational games and toys, and guided arts and crafts, 
led by local child care providers. In a round, windowed 
room just down the hall, children had their faces painted, 
parents and providers received much needed back 
massages, and there were open play areas for parents to 
sit down and engage with their children.

Kelly McClurg 

http://www.pinterest.com/supfamtog/
https://www.facebook.com/SupportingFamiliesTogether
https://www.linkedin.com/company/supporting-families-together-association
https://twitter.com/SFTA_WI
http://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/


Harvesting Quality
(Continued from page 1)

“We just feel that this festival is such a wonderful way for our 
School of Education to collaborate with organizations around 
our area, offering space and resources to support the 
marvelous work in early childhood being done throughout 
our community,” said Edgewood Professor John Kibler, 
M.A., who helped plan the event. “It is also a way for us to 
share our campus and community with parents and children 
who we hope one day might see us as an option in higher 
education.”

Families explored the activity stations and the school 
itself until lunch was served and everyone gathered in the 
auditorium for dance performances from Danza Folclórica 
de Ecuador and Ballet Folclórico de María Díaz. Children 
and adults alike clapped and cheered along with the 

dancers, some of whom were children themselves. The 
day wrapped up with raffle prizes and awards for festival 
participants, supporters, and sponsors. The parting laughter 
and smiles of parents, providers, and children, proved that 
the festival was once again a success.

“It was a great honor for the COR Program to join with the 
School of Education in making arrangements to welcome 
so many early childhood educators to campus,” enthused 
Edgewood Professor Susan Pastor, M.A., M.S., another 
organizer of the festival. In fact, Edgewood has already 
expressed interest in hosting the festival again.

“Next year, don’t wait to hear about this event,” encouraged 
Romilia. “Come and be part of it!”

Thanks to Romilia Schlueter, Supporting Families Together Association (SFTA) Bilingual Quality Improvement Specialist, 
and host of the La Movida radio program, Apoyando Familias, Aprendiendo Juntos. Also thanks to WLMV-La Movida 
1480 AM, MG&E, Edgewood College, and the Wisconsin Alliance for Cultural and Linguistic Diversity (WISCALD) for their 
support and sponsorship of the Harvesting Quality Festival.



Wisconsin has held a long standing 
commitment to working with very young 

children and their families in a manner that seeks 
to value the relationship between the parent 
and their child. The relationship between the 
parent and their child is the primary source for 
which intervention can and should be provided. 
Even in cases where children are in child care, 
the caregiver-child relationship and the parent-
child relationship serve as a dual opportunity for 
intervention that supports the family and the child 
engaging and enjoying each other.  
The current Evidence-Based Research engages 

families and caregivers in their child’s intervention 
in a side by side coaching approach to the 
intervention. This coaching approach gives families 
and caregivers the tools necessary to engage the 
child in functional and interactive experiences that 
we would hope to see in all families’ lives whether 
there is a special need or not.  
These coaching practices include a variety of 
approaches that raise parent and caregiver 
confidence and competence in the ongoing 
interactions and care of their child. We know that 
the more families are involved with the child’s 
intervention the greater the child’s outcomes, thus 

the intervention goals are obtained more readily. 
Intervention is provided on a more ongoing basis 
through daily interactive experiences that children 
engage in with their families and caregivers. These 
types of activities have a greater likelihood of 
utilization as they are part of a parent or caregiver’s 
daily routine and have a functional basis for their 
use.  
When we support young children and their families 
in meaningful ways, and we provide support 
and resources that fit into their daily life, we can 
truly have an impact on families’ confidence and 
competence in raising a healthy and happy child.

Relationship-Based Practices in Birth to 3

Melissa Velez, M.S.

A series of professional development sessions,  
 designed to promote evidence-based 

practices that support the six content areas of early 
literacy, are now available! 
Developed by the Early Literacy Advisory Group, a 
collaboration of early care and education partners 
representing child care, Head Start, and public 
education, these training materials are available 
free of charge to everyone. It is advised that 
trainers/facilitators have completed coursework in 
language, early literacy, and child development, 
demonstrate an understanding of Developmentally 
Appropriate Practice, and have experience serving 
children in the birth through 5 age range, including 
Dual Language Learners (DLLs) and young 
children with disabilities.  Trainers are asked to 
complete a short survey located at the literacy 

webpage after using the training materials. 
The target audience for training includes all 
teachers and providers serving children in the birth 
to 5 years range, and it teaches “what everyone 
who works with children in this age range should 
know and be able to do to support language 
and early literacy”. Sessions are PowerPoint 
presentations with detailed Speaker Notes that 
should take approximately 3 hours per session to 
complete. Trainers are encouraged to begin with 
Session 1: Vital Components, but the sequence 
of the other sessions is flexible, depending on your 
objectives and the needs of your audience.  
All sessions are accessible at www.
collaboratingpartners.com. In the lower right-hand 
corner, click on the butterfly girl picture (*featured).  

 
Training materials are located in the right-hand 
column on the Early Language/Literacy page.

Supporting Language and Early Literacy at Home, & in Early 
Childhood & Community Settings

How WI is supporting Evidence-Based Approaches to working with very young children and their families.

http://www.collaboratingpartners.com/
http://www.collaboratingpartners.com/


Every early childhood supporter strives to create a 
system of seamless care for children in their early 

years, by streamlining supports for quality education, a 
stable home environment, and the opportunity for good 
health and optimal development. But with the numerous 
voices straining to be heard in the early childhood 
field, it is an ideal that is often very difficult to achieve. 
In Brown County however, that system is becoming a 
reality thanks to the Community Partnership for Children 
(CPC), a community change initiative coordinated by 
Brown County United Way. The CPC provides a common 
link between local early childhood agencies that allows 
them to work together towards the common goal of early 
childhood support, and to take advantage of the unique 
services each agency can offer.

“The Community Partnership for Children was launched 
in 2005, with the vision that every young child in Brown 
County will be safe, healthy, and enter school prepared to 
learn and thrive, with a particular focus on at-risk families 
in poverty,” explained Jill Sobieck, CPC Coordinator of 
Brown County 
United Way. 
“The central 
message of 
the CPC is that 
by investing 
in children 
as early as 
possible on a 
large scale, we 
will maximize 
their ability 
to learn and 
thrive. Such 
investment 
will ultimately 
position Brown 
County’s 
children and the 

entire community for success – right from the start.”

The road to collaboration for the CPC was not easy, or 
fast. It took 5 years of planning and discussion before 
the group was ready to fund the initial gateway agencies 
and move forward, but it was time well spent. Currently, 
the CPC includes Brown County hospitals, the Women, 
Infants, and Children (WIC) program, local health 
departments, the Healthy Families program, Early Head 
Start, Howe Community Resource Center, and Family 
& Childcare Resources of N.E.W. These agencies work 
together to pinpoint the most prevalent needs of children 
and families in their area, identify gaps in services and 
supports, and to find and produce resources to fill in 
those areas of support that are lacking.

“When we started it was about breaking down those 
barriers of, ‘this is mine and this is what I do best’,” 
recalled Paula Breese, Executive Director of Family & 
Childcare Resources of N.E.W., which is primarily a joint 
Family Resource Center (FRC) and Child Care Resource 

Brown County Community Partnership for Children
Kelly McClurg

http://browncountychildren.org/
http://browncountychildren.org/
http://fcrnew.org/
http://fcrnew.org/
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/child-care-resource-referral-agencies/


& Referral agency. “It was really saying, ‘where is the 
best use of our resources…let’s support the agency 
that already does this.’” 

CPC agencies can better ascertain where they are 
most needed thanks to Brown County hospitals’ 
assistance. All parents of newborns receive a visit 
either prenatally or at the hospital from a CPC Family 
Resource Specialist. They each receive a “Welcome 
Baby” packet with information on local parenting 
resources and supports and are “screened” for risk 
factors. In 2013, there were 2,918 Welcome Baby 
Visits and contacts completed, and 871 families 
referred for further assessment and assistance 
in connecting with the CPC Gateway and other 
community resources; some shorter-term, and others 
for intensive services according to the needs of each 
family. 

Intervention services are referred by the CPC 
Family Resource Specialists of Healthy Families 
of Family Services to CPC Partner Agencies like 
Howe Community Resource Center or Family & 
Childcare Resources of N.E.W., which provide short 
and long term home visiting services and wrap-
around services like parent education classes and 
playgroups.  Home visiting is a family-focused service 
that is provided to parents and their children in their 
home environment. Evidence-based models like 
this have proven extremely effective in supporting 
parents, reducing the risk of child abuse or neglect, 
and improving overall outcomes for the family, (see 
Home Visiting Evidence of Effectiveness). Family 
& Childcare Resources of N.E.W. uses a “Parents 
as Teachers” home visiting model, and of the more 
than 1,500 home visits completed by CPC Gateway 
agencies, their agency provided over 400 of those 
home visits to about 100 local families.
 

“We want to make sure that children are healthy 
and safe and ready to learn,” said Franchesca 
Carley, BSW, Parent Educator Supervisor at Family 
& Childcare Resources of N.E.W. “It has just been 
so neat to see how many people are so passionate 
about this group… we realize that not one agency 
can do it alone; it has to be a community effort.”

These efforts might mean working with parents 
through home visiting to better understand their 
child’s development, to support their child’s nutritional 
needs, or to learn how to interact with their child 
in a meaningful way. In other cases it could mean 
assisting families with attaining more basic needs, 
such as diapers, car seats, formula, and other infant 
supplies. Core gateway services can include CPC 
coordinated community referrals, parenting classes, 
play groups, previously referenced Welcome Baby 
visits, home visiting services, and other relevant 
supports that are identified through interactions with 
the family. What is provided is dependent on their 
needs.

“Family & Childcare Resources of N.E.W. continues 
to be an important part of the ‘System of Care’ model 
that was developed early on in Brown County,” said 
Jill. “In addition to offering evidence-based home 
visiting services to families of the community, they 
also work closely with many of the community human 
service partners through an interagency council—
the Children & Families Workgroup—that identifies 
emerging service gaps and [child care] provider 
training needs, and supports the development of 
parenting resources.”

All agencies’ CPC services fall within CPC’s 
overarching goals of reducing child abuse and 
neglect, improving child health, promoting optimal 
child development, and strengthening families. So far, 

(Continued from page 4)
Community Partnership for Children

http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/child-care-resource-referral-agencies/
http://homvee.acf.hhs.gov/Default.aspx
http://www.parentsasteachers.org/resources/federal-home-visiting-program
http://www.parentsasteachers.org/resources/federal-home-visiting-program


the numbers look promising. Of all households receiving CPC services, in 
2013, 97% had no substantiated reports of child abuse or neglect, and all of 
them were connected with a primary care provider. A total of 96% of children 
receiving CPC services in 2013 were assessed as socially and emotionally 
ready for kindergarten, and an equal percentage of CPC enrolled parents 
indicated that they were more confident in their ability to support their child’s 
development. Clearly, some positive changes are being made, and as such 
the CPC hopes to provide a model of collaboration for other counties.

“Each milestone achieved through the CPC helps families aspire toward a 
better, more fulfilling life for themselves,” said Jill, “and helps them to provide 
a positive environment for their children.”

Future projects that the CPC will work towards include establishing a 
collaborative Community Information System (CIS) for Brown County to 
include case management features and track real-time program enrollment, 
assets, outcomes, and longitudinal results as children enter and advance 

through school. This is a system that is first being piloted with the CPC 
Partners to later be incrementally expanded to other populations, so that 
the community as a whole can benefit from it. Additionally, the CPC plans to 
develop a coordinated system of response and intervention to permit timely 
outreach to families that are at or near crisis. This would include strategies 
such as a “rapid response team” of early childhood experts to support 
families, giving priority referrals to community services as needed, and 
building informal support systems to enable families to connect with others in 
the community. The CPC is also promoting and facilitating the widespread, 
automated use of the developmental screening tool, the Ages and Stages 
Questionnaire (ASQ), as a best practice in Brown County medical facilities 
and agencies serving young children. In essence, more services that form 
the components of a broader, more collaborative system of early childhood 
support, to unify Brown County on behalf of children and their families.

“[The CPC] is about connecting,” concluded Paula, “around a common gap 
that really is seen as a community need.” 

Community Partnership for Children
(Continued from page 5)

Name: Ted Marshall
Position: Social Policy Intern
Number of years with SFTA: Started in 
September of 2014
Favorite color: Red or blue depending on the 
day
Favorite food: Bacon and avocados

What is the best part of your job?
Learning and understanding how the child care 
system works in Wisconsin and how it affects 
populations differently. 

What do you do for fun?
I like to watch movies, listen to music, (I started 
collecting records about 4 years ago and am 
hopelessly addicted to it), and playing hockey 
on the weekends. 

If you were not in this job, what would you be 
doing?
If I were not in this job or at school, I would 
probably be working with adults with 
developmental disabilities. This was my first 
job when I moved to Madison and it was an 
amazing experience. 

What is your favorite children’s book or toy?
I really liked the Bernstein Bears series when 
I was young and then moved onto the Harry 
Potter series when I was older. 

Is there anything else you want to share?
Just that I am really excited and grateful to be 
working here and I hope I can make an impact 
in my time here.

Thanks Ted!

SFTA Staff Spotlight: TED TALKS



SFTA is supported in part by:

SFTA Updates  
• The most current WI Home Visiting Directory 

is now available for download on the SFTA 
website. Find it here under the Quick Links 
box to the right. 

• Mark your calendars for our April 2015 
Small Change makes a BIG Difference 
Teach-a-Thon to prevent child abuse and 
neglect! Tune into social media for updates 
beginning in January. 

• Still searching for that perfect holiday gift? 
If curling up at home with a blanket and hot 
chocolate while you shop sounds better 
than braving the masses, AmazonSmile 
is your solution. Not only can you find 
everything you need without leaving 
home, a percentage of your purchase is 
donated to SFTA so that we can support 
more Wisconsin children and families. No 
shopper’s remorse here! So get cozy, get 
your gift list ready, and get a jump on that 
shopping now!

Mary Beth Plane, MSSW, PhD, President 
Retired, Senior Scientist, Director Research Services
UW Department of Family Medicine

Staci Sontoski
Home Visiting Professional Development Manager
Milwaukee Child Welfare Partnership
Helen Badger School of Social Welfare
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 

Kelly Jensen, Treasurer
Administrator/Program Director
Sand Box Child Care & Preschool 

Patricia Woods-Clark, Secretary
Assistant Program Supervisor
A Child’s Place Child Care Center/Goodwill Industries 

Paula Breese, CCR&R Representative
Executive Director
Family and Childcare Resources of NEW 
 
Jodi Widuch, FRC Representative
Executive Director
The Parenting Place 

Lana Nenide, MS IMH-E® (IV)
Executive Director
WI Pyramid Model State Coordinator
WI Alliance for Infant Mental Health

Melissa Velez
B-3 Resource T/TA SE Region
CESA #5

Arianna Keil, MD
Medical Home Projects 
Coordinator
Children’s Hospital of WI-
Fox Valley
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SFTA Board of Directors SFTA Staff  
Abbe Braun 
Early Childhood Program Coordinator 

Melissa Chan 
Data Specialist 

Penny Chase 
Quality Improvement Manager

Connie Dunlap
Family Engagement Specialist

Jill Hoiting 
Co-Director, Programs & External Relations 

Kathy Kadar 
Quality Assurance Specialist 

Toni Kutner 
Licensing Preparation Technical Consultant 

Erik Larson 
Co-Director, Operations 

Kelly McClurg 
Communications Specialist 

Anna Ramirez 
Licensing Preparation Manager

Romilia Schlueter 
Quality Improvement Specialist

Ger Thor 
Office Manager & Membership Coordinator 

http://dcf.wi.gov/
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https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-5263016
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