
Miss Rumphius
This story by Barbara Cooney is by far one of my favorite children’s books, and 
as a slightly longer read, is best for children five or older. In this book we meet 
Alice Rumphius, a young girl with her whole life ahead of her, longing to find a 
way to make the world more beautiful. As she grows up, the story follows Alice 
through her travels around the world, through the great work she accomplishes, 
to where she finally settles and finds her way to lend some beauty to the world. 
This is a fantastic book for teaching children about community service, or 
getting ready to plant a garden or flowers for Earth Day (April 22, 2014).
Find the book here.

 Family Policy & Advocacy
Changing Course: Improving Outcomes for 
African American Males Involved in Child 
Welfare Systems
This Center for the Study of Social Policy (CSSP) 
brief examines the over-representation of African 
American males in the foster care system and how 
this makes them less likely to find a permanent 
family, and ultimately more likely to end up in group 
homes or worse. CSSP calls on child advocates to 
acknowledge the current state of these outcomes 
and work towards improving them.
 
Website: Diversitydatakids.org
This interactive data and analysis tool allows users to 
search for specified data on child well-being in the U.S. 
and create visual representations of that data, such as 
maps, comparisons, and tables, making it easier for 
people to see and understand. 
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CONNECT with other early childhood professionals 
on this SFTA blog. Click above to share your stories, 

ideas, & have your voice heard! 

Dual Language Learners and Social-Emotional 
Development: Understanding the Benefits for Young 
Children
This “Child Trends” article looks at how exposing children 
to more than one language during their early years of 
life, when language acquisition is taking place, positively 
affects their social-emotional development.

Protective Factors Approaches in Child Welfare 
This overview of different protective factors 
approaches to the prevention and treatment of child 
abuse and neglect, teaches child advocates how 
building protective factors can help lessen risks for 
child maltreatment.

Preschool-to-Kindergarten Transition Patterns for 
African American Boys
This study from UNC’s Frank Porter Graham Child 
Development Institute (FPG) found that parenting affects 
the academic and social performance of African American 
boys as they transition from preschool to kindergarten.

World Health Organization: Pregnancy and Substance 
Abuse Guidelines
These guidelines help professionals assist women who 
use alcohol or drugs and are pregnant, or recently gave 
birth, achieve healthy outcomes for themselves and their 
new or unborn infant.

Resources for Practice

http://www.earthday.org/
http://www.amazon.com/Miss-Rumphius-Barbara-Cooney/dp/0140505393
http://www.amazon.com/Miss-Rumphius-Barbara-Cooney/dp/0140505393
http://www.cssp.org/publications/child-welfare/alliance/Changing-Course_Improving-Outcomes-for-African-American-Males-Involved-with-Child-Welfare-Systems.pdf
http://www.diversitydatakids.org/
http://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/
http://www.childtrends.org/dual-language-learners-and-social-emotional-development-understanding-the-benefits-for-young-children/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/issue_briefs/protective_factors.pdf
http://fpg.unc.edu/sites/fpg.unc.edu/files/resources/snapshots/FPG_Snapshot71_2014.pdf
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/107130/1/9789241548731_eng.pdf


                          
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

  
   

              Our April Pic Pick

Resources for Practice
 
Bringing the Protective Factors Framework to Life in 
Your Work- A Resource for Action
This FREE online training course from the National 
Alliance of Children’s Trust and Prevention Funds offers 
materials for early childhood professionals to develop 
strategies that will help them partner with parents in their 
work with children, to prevent child abuse and neglect and 
strengthen families. 

Send us your fun, cute, or memorable 
photos from your work with young children 

and their families! Contact: 
kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org

Professional 
Development Events

SFTA’s Small Change Makes a BIG Difference 
Teach-a-Thon
What: In support of Child Abuse and Neglect 
Prevention month, SFTA and our members are 
providing trainings across Wisconsin that prepare 
adults to prevent child abuse and neglect. Donors can 
make a small tax-deductible contribution for every 
adult SFTA trains through this effort.  
When: NOW, and through the month of April.
Where: At locations throughout Wisconsin. Call your 
local CCR&R to find trainings for providers, parents, 
and other individuals in your area, or call 1 (888) 713-
KIDS if you are interested in hosting a training.

Home Visitation Training: Foundations
What: This training, for new and continuing home 
visitors, covers elements and core competencies of 
effective home visiting programs and family support 
principles. Cost is $100, register by May 1, 2014.
When: May 13 & 14 8:30 AM- 4PM, May 15 8:30 AM 
to noon.
Where: Eau Claire County UW - Extension
227 1st St W # A, Altoona, WI 54720

2014 National Conference for America’s Children
What: This Prevent Child Abuse America and Healthy 
Families America conference covers a range of 
topics, including coping with childhood trauma, parent 
engagement, and perinatal depression. Register now.
When: May 18- May 21, 2014
Where: Hyatt Regency Jacksonville-Riverfront
225 E Coastline Drive, Jacksonville, Florida 32202

Early Childhood Mental Health Seminar
What: This seminar from N.E. Region Wisconsin 
Early Childhood Collaborating Partners is for any 
early childhood professional, covering topics from 
forming healthy relationships, to social emotional 
competence. Register by April 16, 2014. Registration 
is $25 including breakfast, lunch, and Registry hours.
When: Friday, May 2, 2014, 8:30 AM-3:30 PM
Where: Fox Valley Technical College
Room: HS301 - Entrance 16
1825 North Bluemound Drive, Appleton, WI 54912

Have a professional development event you 
would like added to next month’s Online Digest? 

Contact: kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org 

Visit SFTA on Social Media:

SFTA staff celebrates our 2014 Small Change Makes 
a BIG Difference Teach-a-Thon this month with 

regular tips, resources, and reminders to support 
child abuse and neglect prevention!

Early Childhood In the News
How to improve health of Wisconsin families

In abuse cases, Ozanne offers a break to minority 
parents who spank

The new stay-at-home mom surge: It’s not who you 
think

Neenah advocacy center expands services for child 
abuse victims

Wisconsin Worst in Nation for Well-Being of Black 
Children

http://www.ctfalliance.org/onlinetraining.htm
mailto:kelly%40supportingfamiliestogether.org?subject=Pic%20Pick
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/about-sfta/invest-in-early-childhood-through-sfta/
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/member-directory/
http://www4.uwm.edu/mcwp/programs/upload/HVF-may-EC-flyer.pdf
http://www.cvent.com/events/2014-national-conference-for-children/event-summary-3789348233414256a4e7e1b0680e4da2.aspx?i=5b6882e1-19c9-4fe2-95b8-3bd8c7438a30
https://www.mylearningplan.com/Conference.asp?D=13727&I=1534663
mailto:kelly%40supportingfamiliestogether.org?subject=Online%20Digest
http://www.pinterest.com/supfamtog/
http://www.facebook.com/SupportingFamiliesTogether
http://www.linkedin.com/company/supporting-families-together-association
http://twitter.com/#!/SFTA_WI
http://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/
http://www.jsonline.com/news/opinion/how-to-improve-health-of-wisconsin-families-b99242520z1-254278401.html
http://www.jsonline.com/watchdog/noquarter/ozannes-program-for-abuse-cases-offers-a-break-to-parents-who-spank-b99242874z1-254349931.html
http://www.jsonline.com/watchdog/noquarter/ozannes-program-for-abuse-cases-offers-a-break-to-parents-who-spank-b99242874z1-254349931.html
http://www.today.com/money/more-mothers-staying-home-kids-study-shows-2D79497794
http://www.today.com/money/more-mothers-staying-home-kids-study-shows-2D79497794
http://www.postcrescent.com/article/20140409/APC0902/304090074/Neenah-advocacy-center-expands-services-child-abuse-victims
http://www.postcrescent.com/article/20140409/APC0902/304090074/Neenah-advocacy-center-expands-services-child-abuse-victims
http://wuwm.com/post/wisconsin-worst-nation-well-being-black-children
http://wuwm.com/post/wisconsin-worst-nation-well-being-black-children

