
In the Garden
This book from IKids is perfect for celebrating spring and Earth Day (April 22nd). 

Made from 98% post consumer recycled materials and printed with eco-friendly 

inks, this book practices what it preaches. The text teaches children about healthy 

foods they can grow in the garden, and how eating what they grow helps them 

grow too! Parents and caregivers can look to the back of the book for ideas on 

how to practice and teach Earth-friendly habits. Plant a vegetable or herb garden 

together with your child(ren) after reading this book, or visit a community garden to 

explore what is out there. Get the book.

 Family Policy & Advocacy
BREAKING: WI Governor’s Early Childhood 

Advisory Council (ECAC) 2016 report & 

recommendations

The ECAC recently issued a 2016 report naming 3 

“smart investments” to support early childhood in WI, 

as well as financial papers for each recommendation: 
YoungStar, Home Visiting and CETE.

Rising to the Challenge: Building Effective Systems 

for Young Children and Families, a BUILD E-Book

This E-Book from the BUILD Initiative looks at the 

implementation and development of federal early 

childhood policy over time, at state and national levels.

Within Our Reach: A National Strategy to Eliminate 

Child Abuse and Neglect Fatalities

This final report of the Commission to Eliminate Child 
Abuse and Neglect Fatalities discusses the Commission’s 

findings, offering a national strategy for reform and 
recommendations for action that they believe will be most 

effective in ending child abuse and neglect fatalities.

1 (888) 713.KIDS (5437)
700 Rayovac Drive, Suite 6. 

Madison, WI 53711
www.supportingfamiliestogether.org
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CONNECT with other early childhood professionals 

on this SFTA blog. Click above to share your stories, 

ideas, & have your voice heard! 

The Power of Routines

This blog post by Zero to Three on the PBS Parents 

site takes a look at how routines are supportive for our 

youngest children and for parents.

Effective Two-Generation Programs

In this blog post from Social Solutions, strategies of 

building effective programs that support both the child 

and the parent, are explained and explored.

Resources for Practice

 Family Policy & Advocacy
Birth Through Eight State Policy Framework

This policy framework from the Alliance for Early 

Success looks at four pillars of policy focus to support 

early childhood and early care and education.

Planting Seeds in Fertile Ground: Steps Every 

Policymaker Should Take to Advance Infant and 

Early Childhood Mental Health

This April 28th webinar (12 pm- 1pm CT) from Zero to 

Three and Manatt Health, explores what states can and 

should be doing to advance infant and early childhood 

mental health. 

1 in 3 families lack sufficient access to diapers
Your nonprofit family support agency may be eligible to 
enroll in the Community Diaper Program to purchase 

diapers in bulk at a discounted rate to distribute to 

families in need. Learn more here.

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=IKids&search-alias=books&text=IKids&sort=relevancerank
http://www.amazon.com/dp/158476810X/?tag=amigi-20
http://www.amazon.com/dp/158476810X/?tag=amigi-20
http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/ecac/pdf/2016/2016-ecac-annual-report.pdf
http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/ecac/pdf/2016/smartinvestment1-financialcommitment.pdf
http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/ecac/pdf/2016/smartinvestment2-financialcommitment.pdf
http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/ecac/pdf/2016/smartinvestment3-financialcommitment.pdf
http://www.buildinitiative.org/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/RisingtotheChallengePrologue.pdf
https://eliminatechildabusefatalities.sites.usa.gov/resources/
https://eliminatechildabusefatalities.sites.usa.gov/resources/
http://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/
http://www.pbs.org/parents/expert-tips-advice/2016/02/power-routines/
http://www.socialsolutions.com/blog/effective-two-generation-programs/?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWW1GbE1tRmlZV0UxTVRBMSIsInQiOiJqRmRwaENSUXExNkI4Sis2MXVaa0JvVnNHaWJTZzFONXZ0XC9BcUlsVnhhanJ1YTlqdHN6XC8rYXI3aHJQakR1V1wvRGYrNExYSFZoV1c5aDgzWEh4MElyRXV2K0xPOWhBR21Uc2xLckNlbk95Yz0ifQ%3D%3D
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/
http://earlysuccess.org/our-work/policy-framework
https://manatt.webex.com/mw3000/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=manatt&service=6&rnd=0.9630710017729495&main_url=https%3A%2F%2Fmanatt.webex.com%2Fec3000%2Feventcenter%2Fevent%2FeventAction.do%3FtheAction%3Ddetail%26confViewID%3D3715110754%26%26EMK%3D4832534b000000023f9482660c2ff1e6a0ec889e8da3880f78dd65e3d8b0e27b80ccfa10d1d0e9d7%26%26encryptTicket%3DSDJTSwAAAAKSk9tgbkjCKZVC-eChUJqObUz6sFtOwS-eXTs6oNGIpw2%26%26siteurl%3Dmanatt
https://jet.com/JetCares?jcmp=afl:link:je6NUbpObpQ:413201:1:10&siteID=je6NUbpObpQ-_C6pm3WM5n7pFr.2TRpskw


Resources for Practice
 

Bridging Worlds Interactive Case: Family 

Engagement in the Transition to Kindergarten 

The Harvard Family Research Project presents this set of 

online materials for exploring issues surrounding a child’s 

transition to kindergarten and the importance of family 

engagement in the process.

New Study Links Kindergarten Social-Emotional 

Skills to Long-Term Success

This article looks at the benefits of a strong social-
emotional skills foundation for children entering 

kindergarten, the barriers to achieving this, and how 

supporting parents plays a crucial role in guiding our 

youngest children’s social emotional growth. 

Beyond the Word Gap: Multimedia Resources and 

Tools

These tools from Zero to Three will help parents, early 

childhood professionals, and policymakers understand 

the importance of early language and literacy and how 

to effectively support it.

Child Death Toll: Wisconsin Children Killed by Guns

This Wisconsin Council on Children and Families report 

looks at the recent rise in gun deaths among Wisconsin 

children, and ways we can prevent these tragedies.

It Matters 

This collection of infographics from Child Trends highlights 

important topics and data to support child well-being. 

Send us your fun, cute, or memorable photos from 

your work with young children and their families! 

Contact: kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org

Professional 
Development Events

Children & Nature Network International 

Conference and Cities & Nature Summit

What: At this conference join leaders from around 

the world to learn, connect and build on children’s 

engagement with nature and how it relates to their 

learning and well-being. Register here.

When: May 24 - 27, 2016 

Where: St. Paul RiverCentre, 175 West Kellogg Blvd.,

Saint Paul, MN 55102

Wisconsin Family Child Care 35th Annual 

Conference: Many Right Ways 

What: This conference is targeted to inform and 

support family child care providers in providing quality 

care to WI children and families. Register online.

When: May 5, 6, & 7, 2016 

Where: Tundra Lodge Resort and Conference Center, 

865 Lombardi Ave., Green Bay 

Able Young Readers, Healthy Growing Bodies: 

Connecting early literacy to health (Webinar) 

What: This webinar from Early Childhood 

Investigations looks at how reading ability can predict 

health outcomes in young children.

When: April 20, 2016, 1 pm to 2:30 pm CST 

Where: Register online. 

Have a professional development event you 

would like added to next month’s Online Digest? 

Contact: kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org 

Visit SFTA on Social Media:

This month marks SFTA’s 5th annual Small 

Change Makes a BIG Difference Teach-a-Thon! 

In coordination with Child Abuse and Neglect 

Prevention month, SFTA and member organizations 

plan a high number of child abuse and neglect 

prevention trainings throughout the month of April. 

Click here to learn how you can participate! 

Contact your local Child Care Resource & Referral 

agency or Family Resource Center to find trainings 
in your area.

Early Childhood In the News 
(*News stories are chosen based on their relevance to early childhood and 

do not necessarily reflect the opinions of SFTA.)

Making Yoga Kid-Friendly

Reimagining Kindergarten

Electronic Baby Toys Associated with Decrease in Quality 

and Quantity of Language in Infants

Poverty across Wisconsin reaches highest level in 30 

years

Wisconsin ranks 13th for highest child care costs

Our April Pic Pick

http://www.hfrp.org/hfrp-news/news-announcements/bridging-worlds-interactive-case-family-engagement-in-the-transition-to-kindergarten
http://www.hfrp.org/hfrp-news/news-announcements/bridging-worlds-interactive-case-family-engagement-in-the-transition-to-kindergarten
http://www.edcentral.org/selstudy/
http://www.zerotothree.org/policy/beyond-the-word-gap/
http://www.wccf.org/assets/WCCF_ChildFirearmReport.pdf
http://www.childtrends.org/multimedia/it-matters/?utm_source=E-News%3A+New+infographics+for+child+well-being&utm_campaign=E-news+4%2F14%2F16&utm_medium=email
mailto:kelly%40supportingfamiliestogether.org?subject=Pic%20Pick
http://www.childrenandnature.org/connect/cnn-conference/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-2016-international-conference-and-cities-nature-summit-registration-17713912790
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07ebwd0eh704eae286&llr=tku99ybab
http://www.earlychildhoodwebinars.com/presentations/growing-happier-healthier-readers-exploring-the-connection-between-reading-ability-and-health-by-vera-meyerholtz/?utm_source=Early+Childhood+Investigations+Email+News+and+Announcements&utm_campaign=d6ec736033-Tom_Copeland_January_20_2016&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_835c2061f6-d6ec736033-391439533
mailto:kelly%40supportingfamiliestogether.org?subject=Online%20Digest
http://www.pinterest.com/supfamtog/
http://www.facebook.com/SupportingFamiliesTogether
http://www.linkedin.com/company/supporting-families-together-association
https://twitter.com/SFTA_WI
http://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/small-change-makes-a-big-difference/
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/member-directory/
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/member-directory/
http://health.usnews.com/wellness/articles/2016-03-15/making-yoga-kid-friendly
http://www.aasa.org/schooladministratorarticle.aspx?id=8450
http://neurosciencenews.com/toys-language-neurodevelopment-3330/
http://neurosciencenews.com/toys-language-neurodevelopment-3330/
http://www.jsonline.com/news/wisconsin/poverty-across-wisconsin-reaches-highest-level-in-30-years-b99676529z1-370157381.html
http://www.jsonline.com/news/wisconsin/poverty-across-wisconsin-reaches-highest-level-in-30-years-b99676529z1-370157381.html
http://www.tmj4.com/news/local-news/wisconsin-ranks-13th-for-highest-child-care-costs
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/small-change-makes-a-big-difference/

