
Do Princesses Wear Hiking Boots?
This book by Carmela LaVigna Coyle comes in paperback or board book and has 
simplistic, engaging language that will spark the interest of even the youngest 
readers and listeners. It follows a little girl who asks her mother about the things 
that a princess might do. “Do princesses climb trees?” or, “Do princesses ride 
tricycles?” Through her mother’s answers the little girl learns that being a princess 
has more to do with who you are on the inside than the activities you choose. This 
is a great book for discussing gender roles, and for encouraging little girls and 
boys to do the things they love no matter what other people’s expectations for 
them are. Get the book.

 Family Policy & Advocacy
Helping Parents in Low-Wage Jobs Access 
Affordable Child Care: Opportunities Under 
the Reauthorized Child Care and Development 
Block Grant (CCDBG)
This National Women’s Law Center brief on the 
CCDBG looks at how changes in the CCDBG 
reauthorization may affect low-income families and 
how states can implement CCDBG to ensure all 
families have access to quality care.
 
2015 KIDS COUNT Data Book
This annual publication looks at child well-being 
across the U.S. and is a good resource for assessing 
where children and families stand in your state.

ZERO TO THREE Comments on Family 
Engagement Before the Interagency Policy Board
This summation offers insight into barriers to family 
engagement and strategies that work.
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CONNECT with other early childhood professionals 
on this SFTA blog. Click above to share your stories, 

ideas, & have your voice heard! 

Serving on Groups That Make Decisions: A Guide 
for Families
This resource was created through a collaboration 
between statewide agencies, school representatives, 
and families, through a grant from the WI Department of 
Public Instruction. This guide is intended to be a useful 
tool for anyone who is currently serving, or wants to 
serve, on a decision-making group.  

Understanding Sex Offenders: Information for Child 
Serving Organizations and Other Adults (Webinar) 
This pre-recorded webinar, sponsored by Awareness to 
Action, features Dr. Anna Salter, a leading expert in sexual 
abuse perpetrators. Dr. Salter examines the different 
types of sex offenders to better understand how they get 
into positions of authority to have access to children.

Dad’s Parent Café in a Box (and more!)
Whether you are an experienced parent café host or 
just getting started, this toolkit will help guide you in 
successfully engaging dads in the parent café process. 
(Bonus: Check out the SFTA website for upcoming parent 
café opportunities in Wisconsin).

Spotlight on CSSP’s “Young Children and Their 
Families” Work (Webinar)
This recorded webinar explores the Center for the Study 
of Social Policy’s (CSSP) programs to serve young 
children and their parents, and build early childhood 
systems.

Resources for Practice

http://carmelacoyle.com/about-carmela.php
http://carmelacoyle.com/do-princesses-wear-hiking-boots.php
http://carmelacoyle.com/do-princesses-wear-hiking-boots.php
http://www.nwlc.org/resource/helping-parents-low-wage-jobs-access-affordable-child-care-opportunities-under-reauthorized
http://www.aecf.org/resources/the-2015-kids-count-data-book/
http://www.zerotothree.org/policy/docs/ztt-written-comments-on-family-engagement-7-24-2015.pdf
http://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/
http://www.servingongroups.org/guidebook
http://dhsmedia.wi.gov/main/Play/d4b1e4571147426286c7d61c844b96101d
http://www.a2awisconsin.org/A2AWisconsin.htm
http://www.a2awisconsin.org/A2AWisconsin.htm
http://www.bestrongfamilies.net/store/
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/families/support-your-family/
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/76559362376951042


Resources for Practice
 
Talk, Read, Sing Together Every Day! (Toolkit)
This toolkit from the U.S. Departments of Health 
and Human Services (HHS) and Education (ED), in 
partnership with Too Small to Fail, offers resources and 
tip sheets for families, caregivers, and early educators 
to provide rich, engaging early language experiences to 
children.

Resource-to-Policy Resource List: Early Care and 
Education (ECE) Supports for Young Children 
Experiencing Homelessness
This list contains resources that explore the impact of 
homelessness on young children, and shares practices 
and strategies to best support these young children in the 
unique challenges and struggles that they face. Though 
the focus is on supports through ECE, it is essential that 
family support professionals be a part of this process for it 
to be most successful for children and their families.

Grants available to help communities develop, 
manage urban forests
Wisconsin city, town, village, county or tribal governments, 
and 501(c)(3) non-profit organizations can now apply 
for financial assistance in building innovative urban 
forestry projects that will develop sustainable urban and 
community forestry programs. 

Send us your fun, cute, or memorable photos from 
your work with young children and their families! 
Contact: kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org

Professional 
Development Events

Children & Nature Network 2016 Conference: 
Inspiration and Action for Healthy Communities 
What: This conference offers a chance to learn 
and network cross-sector with “change-makers, 
policymakers, children’s health advocates and 
grassroots leaders working at the crossroads of nature, 
children and healthy communities.” Register now for 
early bird pricing.  
When: May 25 through May 27, 2016
Where: Saint Paul River Centre, 175 West Kellogg 
Blvd., Saint Paul, MN 55102

Perinatal Mood Disorders:  Screening for Maternal 
Depression (Training)
What: This training for family support professionals will 
give participants the tools and knowledge to recognize 
maternal depression and understand the difficulties 
that accompany it, to better support mothers and their 
families. Register by September 29th with PDS #4973. 
When: October 13, 2015, 9 AM to 4 PM 
Where: Milwaukee Child Welfare Partnership, 4425 N. 
Port Washington Road, Suite 400, Glendale 

Introduction to the FAN Framework
What: *This training is only open to SFTA 
members, and is free of charge. This training 
is targeted to family support and early childhood 
professionals in supervisory positions. Participants 
will learn an overview of the FAN Framework and how 
to use this framework to increase reflective capacity 
and hone supervisory techniques. Contact connie@
supportingfamiliestogether.org with questions, and to 
confirm your membership and register for this training.  
When: September 15, 2015, 10 AM to 3 PM 
Where: Portage County Library (Room: Pinery), 1001 
Main St., Stevens Point

*Want to become an SFTA member? Learn how.

Have a professional development event you 
would like added to next month’s Online Digest? 

Contact: kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org 

Visit SFTA on Social Media:

SFTA’s Book Fair in conjunction with Barnes and 
Noble and the Madison Public Library system was a 
huge success! Thanks to our supporters we raised 
approximately $1,400. SFTA’s portion will be used 

to buy new books for our Once Upon a Book Drive, 
which distributes books to children in need.

Early Childhood In the News 
(*News stories are chosen based on their relevance to early 

childhood and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of SFTA staff.)

Donations sought for annual book drive

Young picky eaters might have more mental health woes

 Our August Pic Pick

http://toosmall.org/community/resources#Guides
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/resources/30267/pdf
http://dnr.wi.gov/news/Weekly/?id=495#art7
http://dnr.wi.gov/news/Weekly/?id=495#art7
mailto:kelly%40supportingfamiliestogether.org?subject=Pic%20Pick
http://www.childrenandnature.org/connect/cnn-conference/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-2016-international-conference-and-cities-nature-summit-registration-17713912790
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-2016-international-conference-and-cities-nature-summit-registration-17713912790
http://www4.uwm.edu/mcwp/programs/upload/PMD-October-2015-flier.pdf
https://pdsonline.csod.com/client/pdsonline/default.aspx
mailto:connie%40supportingfamiliestogether.org?subject=Introduction%20to%20the%20FAN%20Framework%20training
mailto:connie%40supportingfamiliestogether.org?subject=Introduction%20to%20the%20FAN%20Framework%20training
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/members/become-a-member/
mailto:kelly%40supportingfamiliestogether.org?subject=Online%20Digest
http://www.pinterest.com/supfamtog/
http://www.facebook.com/SupportingFamiliesTogether
http://www.linkedin.com/company/supporting-families-together-association
https://twitter.com/SFTA_WI
http://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/
http://www.wisconsinrapidstribune.com/story/news/local/2015/07/21/donations-sought-annual-book-drive/30460637/
http://www.cnn.com/2015/08/03/living/young-picky-eaters-more-depression-anxiety-feat/?iid=ob_article_organicsidebar_expansion&iref=obinsite
https://www.facebook.com/SupportingFamiliesTogether/photos/pcb.895407623846848/895407397180204/?type=1&theater

