
Have You Seen My Lunchbox? 

This board book by Steve Light is a fun seek-and-find book for the early toddler years. 
Children can help the little boy in this story get ready for school by finding the things he 
needs on each page. Looking for certain items throughout the story engages children in the 
book and teaches them to be observant of the book illustrations and how they connect to the 
words. Get the book.
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The Case for Home Visiting (Infographic)
This infographic from Ready Nation, Council for a 
Strong America, offers an easy way to see and share 
the benefits of home visiting through multiple venues. 
Read more about home visiting in Wisconsin in this 
report from the same organization, Parenting Works: 
The Public Safety and Economic Benefits of Home 
Visiting in Wisconsin.

National Family Support Network (NFSN) website 
The NFSN, whose mission is to promote positive 
outcomes for all children, families, and communities by 
leveraging the collective impact of state networks (SFTA is 
the state network for WI), and championing quality family 
support and strengthening practices and policies, has 
launched a new website. Explore to find new resources, 
information and contacts for family support professionals.

Families as Learners
This brief for Head Start and other early education and 
family support programs is part of the Understanding 
Family Engagement Outcomes: Research to Practice 
Series. It looks at research, tools and program 
strategies for engaging parents and families through 
learning that supports their goals. 

The linguistic genius of babies (TED Talks video)
In this video Patricia Kuhl discusses how babies learn 
languages through the sounds around them.

Talking is Teaching
Talkingisteaching.org offers science-based tips and 
resources to guide talking, reading, and singing with the 
children in your life.

Resources for Practice

Family Policy & Advocacy
 
Paid parental leave is rare, but good for kids
This blog post from Child Trends looks at current and 
proposed policy regarding family leave and the benefits 
of wider family leave policies.

Early Childhood Learning and Development: Key 
Themes and Findings
This post summarizes findings from the Bipartisan 
Policy Center’s exploration of bipartisan approaches to 
strengthen early childhood policies at the federal and 
state levels.

Mobile Text Action Alerts from Child Care Works
This service from Child Care Aware of America’s Child 
Care Works movement, sends subscribers call to action 
text alerts up to twice a month, with easy ways to take 
online action for policies that support quality child care for 
all. Text the word “Action” to 59925 to subscribe.

Health Insurance: A Critical Support for Infants, 
Toddlers, and their Families 
This policy brief from Zero to Three looks at the individual 
and community benefits gained from policies that allow 
more children and families to have health insurance.
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Send us your fun, cute, or memorable photos from 
your work with young children and their families! 
Contact: kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org

Professional 
Development Events

28th Annual Children Come First Conference
What: This conference, themed “Hope”, is for those 
caring for, working with, or concerned with the well-
being of children and young adults with social, 
emotional, and behavioral challenges. Register here.
When: November 13-14, 2017 
Where: Glacier Canyon Lodge, Wilderness Resort, 
511 E Adams St., Wisconsin Dells

Online Storytelling: Big Impact. Small Budget  
What: This free webinar from Guidestar offers tips 
from storytelling experts on how to make the most of 
your online platforms through stories that promote your 
organization or business.
When: August 8, 2017, 12 pm CST 
Where: Register and view online.

Have a professional development event you 
would like added to next month’s Online Digest? 

Contact: kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org 

Visit SFTA on Social Media:

This is the LAST MONTH for our annual Once Upon 
a Book Drive! Help us collect new and gently used 
books for children ages 0-12. There is a particular 
need for infant/toddler books. Check out the book 
drive web page for a book donation location near 

you, or to donate online!

Early Childhood In the News 
(*News stories are chosen based on their relevance to early childhood 

and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of SFTA.)

Foster Care as Punishment: The New Reality of ‘Jane 
Crow’

The neuroscience of inequality: does poverty show up 
in children’s brains?

Toddlers’ screen time linked to slower speech 
development, study finds

San Francisco supports working moms with nation’s 
‘strongest’ lactation policy

The importance of breast-feeding centers

Keeping black women alive: A Dane County group aims 
to inspire African-American women to take charge of 

their health

The Three Pillars: A Focus on Children’s Mental Health

Let Black Kids Just Be Kids

Our August Pic Pick

 Resources for Practice
Family Voices of Wisconsin Summer Newsletter
This summer 2017 newsletter from Family Voices of 
Wisconsin, which aims to achieve family-centered care 
for all children and youth with special health care needs 
and/or disabilities, offers resources, tools, ideas and 
supports for families with children who have special 
needs.

Workforce of Today, Workforce of Tomorrow: The 
Business Case for High-Quality Child Care
Supporting wide availability of high-quality child care 
for children and their families goes hand in hand with 
family support work. Check out this report from the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce Foundation Center for Education 
and Workforce, that presents business-based arguments 
for supporting high-quality child care. 

Grandparents Day Take Action Guide
This guide from Generations United, recognizes 
Grandparents Day (September 10, 2017) by offering 
ways for individuals and groups to recognize and 
celebrate the value and importance of intergenerational 
connections, for children and their families.

mailto:kelly%40supportingfamiliestogether.org?subject=Pic%20Pick
http://www.ccfconference.org/
http://www.guidestar.org/Home.aspx
https://learn.guidestar.org/20170808_effective_storytelling_facebook?utm_campaign=facebook&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_q8bbpiR5BhLkwKy5OG0N-75bL6i-rA29eLYPkmBNaDL11jHWhwtqSzQ8Fm9_3_cWu_SmXD-dyefloP9kP3luoJHQmXrrn7sUlD-mi9fYXvl_-PKE&_hsmi=54182042&utm_content=54181872&utm_source=hs_email&hsCtaTracking=21515694-b0d7-4d66-91b6-c5181bdad31b%7Ce1fb86d1-9a2e-476c-b050-09fdf331929d
mailto:kelly%40supportingfamiliestogether.org?subject=Online%20Digest
http://www.pinterest.com/supfamtog/
http://www.facebook.com/SupportingFamiliesTogether
http://www.linkedin.com/company/supporting-families-together-association
https://twitter.com/SFTA_WI
http://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/
https://supportingfamiliestogether.org/once-upon-a-book-drive/
https://supportingfamiliestogether.org/once-upon-a-book-drive/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/21/nyregion/foster-care-nyc-jane-crow.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/21/nyregion/foster-care-nyc-jane-crow.html
https://www.theguardian.com/inequality/2017/jul/13/neuroscience-inequality-does-poverty-show-up-in-childrens-brains
https://www.theguardian.com/inequality/2017/jul/13/neuroscience-inequality-does-poverty-show-up-in-childrens-brains
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/rundown/toddlers-screen-time-linked-slower-speech-development-study-finds/
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/rundown/toddlers-screen-time-linked-slower-speech-development-study-finds/
https://nytlive.nytimes.com/womenintheworld/2017/06/16/san-francisco-supports-working-moms-with-nations-strongest-lactation-policy/
https://nytlive.nytimes.com/womenintheworld/2017/06/16/san-francisco-supports-working-moms-with-nations-strongest-lactation-policy/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/parenting/wp/2017/08/04/the-importance-of-breastfeeding-centers/?utm_term=.bea9af9acc3c
http://host.madison.com/ct/news/local/govt-and-politics/keeping-black-women-alive-a-dane-county-group-aims-to/article_d2e21c89-5ec4-5c94-931d-93729f81c9b8.html
http://host.madison.com/ct/news/local/govt-and-politics/keeping-black-women-alive-a-dane-county-group-aims-to/article_d2e21c89-5ec4-5c94-931d-93729f81c9b8.html
http://host.madison.com/ct/news/local/govt-and-politics/keeping-black-women-alive-a-dane-county-group-aims-to/article_d2e21c89-5ec4-5c94-931d-93729f81c9b8.html
http://wuwm.com/post/three-pillars-focus-childrens-mental-health#stream/0
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/26/opinion/black-kids-discrimination.html
https://supportingfamiliestogether.org/once-upon-a-book-drive/
http://www.familyvoicesofwisconsin.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Summer-2017-Newsletter-final-for-web.pdf
http://www.familyvoicesofwisconsin.com/
http://www.familyvoicesofwisconsin.com/
https://www.aei.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Workforce-of-Today-Workforce-of-Tomorrow_FINAL.pdf
https://grandparentsweek.files.wordpress.com/2016/06/16-grandparents-day-take-action-guide.pdf

