
Mousekin’s Golden House
This lovely story, by Edna Miller, shows the changing of the seasons through the 
eyes of a mouse, Mousekin, and the evolution of a discarded pumpkin. This is a 
great book to read as we make the transition from fall into winter. Mousekin decides 
to stick out the winter chill in his “golden house” (the pumpkin). Mousekin lines the 
pumpkin in soft down and milkweed and prepares for winter just in time, as the 
pumpkin slowly closes its eyes and mouth against the growing cold. Mousekin is 
safe inside, warm for the winter months. There are a variety of ways that you can 
supplement this book. Have children collect things outdoors that they would use to 
line their golden house, or bring in items that are mentioned in the book for them to 
touch and feel. Talk about what different animals do in the winter, or put a pumpkin 
outdoors and check on it from day to day to see how it changes. Get the book here.

 Family Policy & Advocacy
Being Black Is Not a Risk Factor: 
Statistics and Strengths-Based Solutions in the 
State of Wisconsin 
This enlightening report looks at the current 
research and discourse surrounding black children 
and their families in Wisconsin. Proven and 
suggested strategies are given for reframing how 
we approach and discuss the well-being and equal 
opportunity of young black children.
 
Creating Opportunity for Families:  
A Two-Generation Approach
This site offers a visual and succinct synopsis of the 
KIDS COUNT, Annie E. Casey Foundation policy 
report. Both the full report and the synopsis look at 
ways to approach parent and child development 
simultaneously to achieve more successful, stable 
outcomes for both. 

1 (888) 713.KIDS (5437)
700 Rayovac Drive, Suite 6. 

Madison, WI 53711
www.supportingfamiliestogether.org
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CONNECT with other early childhood professionals 
on this SFTA blog. Click above to share your stories, 

ideas, & have your voice heard! 

What Do We Know About Principal Preparation, 
Licensure Requirements, and Professional 
Development for School Leaders?
This policy brief from the Center on Enhancing Early 
Learning Outcomes (CEELO) examines how principals 
often lack training in early childhood education. It looks 
at what the requirements for principal knowledge in 
early education are and what they should be, to support 
young children and their teachers.

Beyond the Word Gap: 
Multimedia Resources and Tools
These tools for support offer ways to close the “Word 
Gap,” which refers to disparities in development between 
children with access to rich early experiences, versus 
those who do not have the same opportunities.

Are the Children Well?
This report from Child Trends and the Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation offers “A Model and 
Recommendations for Promoting the Mental Wellness 
of the Nation’s Young People,” by shifting the focus 
from mental illness and the issues it can cause to “the 
promotion of wellness and flourishing.”

Parents’ Assessment of Protective Factors
These online tools, for parents of children birth to 8, 
assess parents’ self-reported beliefs, feelings and 
behaviors that are indicators of the Strengthening 
Families protective factors.

Resources for Practice

http://www.amazon.com/Edna-Miller/e/B001H6OLX8/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
http://www.amazon.com/Mousekins-Golden-House-Edna-Miller/dp/0671669729
http://www.amazon.com/Mousekins-Golden-House-Edna-Miller/dp/0671669729
http://www.nbcdi.org/sites/default/files/uploads/SOBC%20Wisconsin.FINAL_.pdf
http://www.aecf.org/resources/creating-opportunity-for-families/
http://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/
http://ceelo.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/ceelo_policy_report_ece_principal_prep.pdf
http://www.zerotothree.org/policy/beyond-the-word-gap/
http://www.childtrends.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/2014-33AreChildrenWellRWJF.pdf
http://www.cssp.org/reform/strengtheningfamilies/practice/ensuring-accountability


Resources for Practice
 
Culture Counts: Engaging Black and Latino Parents 
of Young Children in Family Support Programs 
This report looks at ways to effectively engage black and 
Latino families to ensure the strongest possible supports 
for all young children.

The Raising of America: Early Childhood and the 
Future of our Nation
This campaign, and documentary in the works, brings 
together early childhood organizations to “transform the 
way we look at early child health and development.” Join 
the campaign and read more online, and stay tuned for 
the early 2015 release of the documentary on PBS.

Getting Early Childhood Educators Up and Running: 
Creating Strong Technology Curators, Facilitators, 
Guides and Users
This policy brief from the RAND Corporation looks 
at trends of increasing technology and how it can be 
appropriately introduced into early childhood programs. 
The brief suggests barriers that can keep early educators 
from integrating new technology into their programs, and 
ways to prepare them to identify and learn appropriate 
technologies for program use, and share them with 
children. 

Send us your fun, cute, or memorable photos from 
your work with young children and their families! 

Contact: 
kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org

Professional 
Development Events

Poverty and the Brain
What: This FREE Webinar from the UW-Madison 
Institute for Research on Poverty looks at how a 
family’s socioeconomic status, (mainly poverty), can 
negatively affect areas of a child’s brain, which can 
harm their development.  
When: Wednesday, December 17, 2014, 1- 2 PM CST
Where: Online here.

Call for Changemakers:Request For Proposals
What: This RFP from Advancing a Healthier 
Wisconsin Endowment, the Healthier Wisconsin 
Partnership Program, seeks proposals from programs 
working to turn public health data into actions that 
address factors influencing community health. 
When: Stage 1: Changemaker Brief Proposals Due 
January 9, 2015. See full list of due dates here.
Where: Submit a Stage 1 Changemaker Brief 
Proposal via the online form on the AHW website. 

Third Wisconsin Farm to School Summit
What: This summit will focus on topics like food safety, 
school gardens, and farm to preschool. There are 
interactive activities, networking, and a workshop for 
early care and education professionals. The 9th Annual 
Wisconsin Local Food Summit will follow, January 30-
31 at the same hotel. Register for both conferences at 
a discounted rate until December 20, 2014.  
When: January 29, 2015, 9 AM
Where: Hotel Mead and Conference Center, 451 E 
Grand Ave., Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494

Have a professional development event you 
would like added to next month’s Online Digest? 

Contact: kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org 

Visit SFTA on Social Media:

Our sincere thanks to SFTA Board Member Arianna 
Keil, MD (left), who will be stepping down as a Board 

Member in June. We are happy to have you with us for 
a bit longer!

Early Childhood In the News
Taking autistic kids out to a ball game

Childcaring: Become a child care provider

Two-Generation Approach to Poverty Can Make a 
Difference in Wisconsin

Parent cafés offer new way to strengthen families

Wright/Genrich: A new agenda for working Wisconsinites

Lassa: Childhood trauma has lasting effects

     
December Pic Pick

http://www.childtrends.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/2014-44BCultureCountsFullReport.pdf
http://raisingofamerica.org/project
http://raisingofamerica.org/project
http://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/research_reports/RR600/RR673z4/RAND_RR673z4.pdf
mailto:kelly%40supportingfamiliestogether.org?subject=Pic%20Pick
http://www.irp.wisc.edu/publications/media/webinars/onlineregistration1.htm
http://www.irp.wisc.edu/publications/media/webinars/onlineregistration1.htm
http://www.mcw.edu/FileLibrary/Groups/PublicCommunityHealth/HWPP/Responsive-Funding-Component1/ResponsiveRFPNovember2014.pdf
http://www.mcw.edu/FileLibrary/Groups/PublicCommunityHealth/HWPP/Responsive-Funding-Component1/ResponsiveRFPNovember2014.pdf
http://www1.mcw.edu/Advancing-Healthier-WI-Endowment/Apply-for-Funding/HWPP.htm#.VH90sTHF-So
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/wi-farm-to-school-summit-and-wi-local-food-summit-registration-12291051867
mailto:kelly%40supportingfamiliestogether.org?subject=Online%20Digest
http://www.pinterest.com/supfamtog/
http://www.facebook.com/SupportingFamiliesTogether
http://www.linkedin.com/company/supporting-families-together-association
https://twitter.com/SFTA_WI
http://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/
http://www.wausaudailyherald.com/story/life/2014/09/11/haven-county-see-effects-childhood-trauma-column/15347743/
http://www.cnn.com/2014/06/19/living/cnnheroes-ross/index.html?hpt=hp_c3
http://www.wausaudailyherald.com/story/life/family/2014/11/24/childcaring-become-child-care-provider/19342735/
http://www.publicnewsservice.org/2014-11-12/childrens-issues/two-generation-approach-to-poverty-can-make-a-difference-in-wisconsin/a42773-1
http://www.publicnewsservice.org/2014-11-12/childrens-issues/two-generation-approach-to-poverty-can-make-a-difference-in-wisconsin/a42773-1
http://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/story/life/family/2014/08/26/parent-cafs-offer-new-way-strengthen-families/14647463/
http://www.wausaudailyherald.com/story/opinion/2014/12/06/wrightgenrich-new-agenda-working-wisconsinites/19992905/
http://www.wisconsinrapidstribune.com/story/opinion/2014/12/04/lassa-childhood-trauma-lasting-effects/19889481/
https://www.facebook.com/SupportingFamiliesTogether/photos/a.168348329886118.40421.160531907334427/771551752899103/?type=1&theater

