
The Snowman
This classic children’s story by Raymond Briggs is a great read for children 
anywhere from the infant to early toddler years, especially because there is no text. 
Beautiful illustrations tell the story of a heavy snowfall, a boy building a snowman, 
and that snowman coming to life. You can make up the words as you read aloud, 
or have children who are old enough do a picture walk and tell the story that they 
see. Pair this book with a snowy winter activity, indoors or out. Check out SFTA’s 
Pinterest page for ideas!

 Family Policy & Advocacy
Paying it Forward: New Medicaid Home Visiting 
Option Would Expand Evidence-Based Services
This report from the Center for American Progress looks 
at how creating a new Medicaid benefit for evidence-
based home visiting services would simplify funding, 
improve outcomes for families, and produce significant 
savings for states and the federal government.

What Young People Need to Thrive: Leveraging the 
Strengthening Families Act to Promote Normalcy
This Jim Casey Youth Opportunities Initiative report 
shares what young people in foster care identify as the 
four things that they need to thrive in adulthood. It also 
offers suggestions for leveraging the Strengthening 
Families Act to improve child welfare systems.

Strengthening Supports for  Young Parents and 
Their Children
This report from CSSP looks at how to better 
support young parents of families in settings that are 
geographically isolated from anti-poverty programs. 
Examples of current innovative strategies in rural and 
low-income suburban areas are provided. 
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Selecting a Family Support & Strengthening 
Program Assessment Tool: An Overview for 
Program Leaders and Funders 
FRIENDS Resource Center, CSSP and the National 
Network of Family Support and Strengthening Networks 
developed this resource for family support professionals 
to choose a tool that meets their organization’s needs. 

The Paper Tigers Project 
The documentary Paper Tigers looks into the lives of 
students at an alternative high school that specializes 
in educating traumatized youth. This film examines 
how undertanding and utilizing Adverse Childhood 
Experiences (ACES) in supporting children can positively 
impact children’s learning experiences and development.

It’s Time to Talk: How to Start Conversations About 
Racial Inequities
This Annie E. Casey Foundation case study is the 
first in a 5-part Race for Results Case Study series, 
exploring the intersection of kids, race and opportunity 
in America.

Baby Health Builders
These easy-to-read, printable visuals from the Children 
& Families Commission of Orange County, share tips 
for supporting a baby’s healthy development through 
everyday actions. 

Fostering Early Brain Development (Videos)
These short videos from Child Trends offer important 
messages for parents and providers working with young 
children, such as how to support early development. 

Resources for Practice

http://www.amazon.com/Snowman-Raymond-Briggs/dp/0385378696/ref=sr_1_16?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1449161974&sr=1-16&keywords=winter&refinements=p_n_feature_five_browse-bin%3A2578998011%2Cp_n_feature_browse-bin%3A2656019011%2Cp_72%3A1250221011
http://www.amazon.com/Raymond-Briggs/e/B000APOFLK/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1449162743&sr=1-1
https://www.pinterest.com/supfamtog/
https://www.pinterest.com/supfamtog/
http://www.amazon.com/Snowman-Raymond-Briggs/dp/0385378696/ref=sr_1_16?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1449161974&sr=1-16&keywords=winter&refinements=p_n_feature_five_browse-bin%3A2578998011%2Cp_n_feature_browse-bin%3A2656019011%2Cp_72%3A1250221011
http://www.scribd.com/doc/287911588/Paying-It-Forward
http://www.aecf.org/m/resourcedoc/aecf-whatyoungpeopleneedtothrive-2015.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/house-bill/4980
https://www.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/house-bill/4980
http://www.cssp.org/publications/young-children-and-families/document/strengthening-supports-for-young-parents-and-their-children-oct-2015-web.pdf
http://www.cssp.org/about
http://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/
http://friendsnrc.org/program-assessment
http://www.papertigersmovie.com/#home-section
http://www.acestudy.org/
http://www.acestudy.org/
http://www.aecf.org/m/resourcedoc/AECF-ItsTimetoTalk-2015.pdf
http://occhildrenandfamilies.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Baby_HB.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/user/ChildTrends
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/


Resources for Practice
 
Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center
This webpage offers online resources to help families 
understand their rights under the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), connect with other 
families, and find high-quality resources related to caring 
for infants, toddlers and young children with disabilities.

Creating Local Dedicated Funding Streams for Kids
This guide is from Funding the Next Generation, 
an initiative to support communities in developing 
dedicated funding streams for children, youth and their 
families.

Why Kids Need to Spend Time in Nature
This article offers evidence-based reasons for getting kids 
outdoors, as well as a link to ideas for outdoor activities.

Healing Magazine
This magazine focuses on providing practical and clinical 
information to families and family support professionals 
about how to support and work with military families. In 
this particular issue, check out  the article by Child Trends’ 
David Murphey, on how to support our youngest children 
in military families.

Send us your fun, cute, or memorable photos from 
your work with young children and their families! 
Contact: kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org

Professional 
Development Events

Coaching Strategies for Leaders – Conflict, 
Performance, Change (Webinar)
What: This webinar from ACHIEVE Training Centre 
provides leaders with tools to bring out the best in 
the people they lead. Participants will learn to work 
with their employees to enable changes in behavior, 
promote performance and resolve conflict. Cost is $57.
When: December 16, 1 PM to 2 PM (CST) 
Where: Register to participate online.

Domestic Violence: Healthy Moms; Happy Babies
What: This training for home visitors and other family 
support professionals increases awareness of the 
effects of domestic violence on women, children, 
and families, and helps family support professionals 
understand their role in supporting families dealing with 
domestic violence. Register through PDS using #5822.
When: February 4-5, 2016, 9 AM to 4 PM 
Where: Milwaukee Child Welfare Partnership, 
4425 North Port Washington Rd., Ste. 400, 4th floor
Glendale, WI 

2016 WI Child Care Administrator’s Association 
Annual Conference
What: This 3-day conference offers a variety of 
workshops, resources, information, and networking 
opportunities for early childhood professionals. 
Register by mail through the link above, or stay tuned 
for the online registration to open here.
When: February 17- 19, 2016
Where: Radisson Paper Valley Hotel, 
333 W College Ave.
Appleton, WI

Have a professional development event you 
would like added to next month’s Online Digest? 

Contact: kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org 

Visit SFTA on Social Media:

SFTA Staff member Romilia Schlueter recently 
hosted two free Spanish trainings in Madison; 

Discovering Science: The Laboratory of Life and 
Valuing Ourselves: Releasing the Inner Power. 

There were 29 participants from 17 early care and 
education programs in attendance. Visit the online 

training calendar to access upcoming trainings 
across Wisconsin.

Early Childhood In the News 
(*News stories are chosen based on their relevance to early childhood and 

do not necessarily reflect the opinions of SFTA.)

Study: US preschool enrollment low among developed 
nations

The group of moms who struggle especially hard with 
daycare

Kids in day care need more outdoor play time

Our December Pic Pick

http://ectacenter.org/families.asp
http://files.ctctcdn.com/957f1ca6201/f056466d-d855-4156-ab92-5b69ef6259d6.pdf
http://www.fundingthenextgeneration.org/
http://www.childmind.org/en/posts/articles/2015-8-18-why-spending-time-nature-good-kids
http://www.healingmagazine.org/book/issue-36/?utm_source=E-News%3A+Supporting+children+in+military+families&utm_campaign=enews+12%2F3%2F15&utm_medium=email
http://www.healingmagazine.org/book/issue-36/?utm_source=E-News%3A+Supporting+children+in+military+families&utm_campaign=enews+12%2F3%2F15&utm_medium=email
mailto:kelly%40supportingfamiliestogether.org?subject=Pic%20Pick
https://ca.achievecentre.com/workshops/coaching-strategies-for-leaders-conflict-performance-change-live-webinar/
https://pdsonline.csod.com/client/pdsonline/
http://www.wccaa.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/WCCAA-2016-Conference-Brochure-FINAL2-1.pdf
http://www.wccaa.org/conference/conference-registration/
mailto:kelly%40supportingfamiliestogether.org?subject=Online%20Digest
http://www.pinterest.com/supfamtog/
http://www.facebook.com/SupportingFamiliesTogether
http://www.linkedin.com/company/supporting-families-together-association
https://twitter.com/SFTA_WI
http://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/wp-content/uploads/Annual-Training-Calendar.pdf
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/wp-content/uploads/Annual-Training-Calendar.pdf
http://www.wkow.com/story/30592763/study-us-preschool-enrollment-low-among-developed-nations
http://www.wkow.com/story/30592763/study-us-preschool-enrollment-low-among-developed-nations
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2015/11/24/daycare-is-an-especially-big-problem-for-moms-without-regular-hours/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2015/11/24/daycare-is-an-especially-big-problem-for-moms-without-regular-hours/
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/preschoolers-need-more-outdoor-play-time/
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/wp-content/uploads/Annual-Training-Calendar.pdf

