
Radiant Child: The Story of Young Artist Jean-Michel Basquiat
This 2017 Caldecott Medal winner written and illustrated by Javaka Steptoe is a uniquely beautiful 

and colorful story, about real life artist Jean-Michel Basquiat, and his journey to become known 

and appreciated for his art. This longer picture book would be most appropriate to read in full with 

6 to 9-year-olds, but children and adults of any age can appreciate the vivid artwork throughout 

the book that sometimes mirrors the art of Basquiat himself. Try using this book for a picture walk 

with younger children, or let them look through the pages themselves. Get the book.

 Family Policy & Advocacy
Take action to Support Paid Leave

A new Take Action tool is just one piece of the recent 

updates the FAMILY ACT coalition has made to 

SupportPaidLeave.org, a site focused on supporting 

and advocating for paid family leave in instances of high 

family need, such as a serious illness or a new child.

Integrating Home Visiting in State and Tribal Early 

Childhood Systems

This framework from Zero to Three outlines strategies 

that states and Tribal Nations can use to integrate home 

visiting into early childhood systems and shares examples 

of these strategies being implemented.

Policy Statement to Support the Alignment of Health 

and Early Learning Systems

This policy statement from the U.S. Department of 

Health and Human Services and the U.S. Department 

of Education, supports efforts to better coordinate, align, 
and enhance children’s health and early learning systems 

to promote young children’s healthy development,early 

learning, and well-being.
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CONNECT with other early childhood professionals 

on this SFTA blog. Click above to share your stories, 

ideas, & have your voice heard! 

5 Things to Know About Racial and Ethnic 

Disparities in Special Education

This post from Child Trends looks at the disparities that 

exist in how children are diagnosed and treated for 

disabilities across racial and ethnic lines. Awareness of 

these trends gives those supporting children and their 

families the opportunity to address these disparities and 

offer more effective supports.

Uncharted Territory: 10 Technology Tips for 

Preschool Parents 

These tips from the National Association for the Eduction 

of Young Children (NAEYC) offer parents of preschoolers 
some guidance on how to approach using technology with 

their children. 

Resource Guide to Trauma-Informed Human 

Services

The Administration for Children and Families, the 

Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 

Administrations, the Administration for Community 

Living, the Offices of the Assistant Secretary for Health 
and the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation 

at HHS developed this guide to account for trauma in 

providing human services and relevant resources.

Serving Immigrant Families Through Two-

Generation Programs: Identifying Family Needs and 

Responsive Program Approaches

This report from the Migration Policy Institute (MPI) 

offers resources and strategies for programs to take 
a two-generation approach in supporting immigrant 

families in ways that break cycles of poverty and 

support family stability and success.

Resources for Practice
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Resources for Practice
 

Fostering Healthy Social and Emotional Development

in Young Children: Tips for Families

This resource from the U.S. Department of Education 

gives parents and caregivers guidance about how to 

support children’s early social emotional development.

Guide to Mentoring Fathers 

This free e-book from the National Fatherhood 

Initiative® provides guidance on how experienced 

fathers can support other dads in their circle who may 

need advice or guidance from a peer in parenting. 

BONUS: Check out the Fatherhood Program Locator 

from the same initiative, to access supportive 

programming and services for fathers.

Comprehensive and Aligned System for Early 

Childhood Screening and Assessment:  Wisconsin’s 

Blueprint  

This resource from the Wisconsin Early Childhood 

Collaborating Partners Healthy Children Committee offers 
WI parents and caregivers consistent information about 

young children at key developmental milestones for use in 

planning early childhood policies, programs, and services.

Send us your fun, cute, or memorable photos from 

your work with young children and their families! 

Contact: kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org

Professional 
Development Events

Active Play! Sharing with Providers Fun Physical 

Activities for Young Children: Train-the-trainer

What: This engaging train-the-trainer workshop with 

Consultant/Trainer Dr. Diane Craft is based on the 

book/DVD set Active Play! Fun Physical Activities 

for Young Children by Diane Craft and Craig Smith. 

Gather versatile training ideas for early childhood 

physical activities that are appropriate and inclusive for 

children of all ages and abilities. Register online.

When: May 5, 2017, 10 AM-4:30 PM 

Where: Chula Vista Resort, 2501 River Rd., Wisconsin 

Dells

Wisconsin Family Child Care Association (WFCCA) 

Mini Conference 

What: WFCCA, in partnership with HEART Family 

Child Care, is hosting this mini conference for family 

child care providers. Conference is limited to 50 

registrants, and conference schedule and registration 

can be found online. Contact Tara Ebben with 

questions at (920) 757.9349.

When: March 4, 2017, 8:30 AM to 4 PM 

Where: Child Care Resource & Referral, Inc., 1001 W. 

Kennedy Avenue, Suite A, Kimberly

Infant Early Childhood Mental Health Consultation 

Webinar

What: This webinar hosted by HV-ImpACT presents 

resources from the new Center of Excellence 

for Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health 

Consultation (CoE).

When: February 21, 2017, 2 PM - 3 PM CST 

Where: Online. Register here.

Have a professional development event you 

would like added to next month’s Online Digest? 

Contact: kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org 

Visit SFTA on Social Media:

In an effort to further support the working mothers 
who are employed by SFTA, and mothers that visit 

our offices, SFTA is raising funds to create a breast-
feeding friendly space in our office. Our goal is to 

provide a demo site for others interested in setting 
up a similar space in their office or business. Learn 

more on our GoFundMe campaign page. 

Early Childhood In the News 
(*News stories are chosen based on their relevance to early childhood and 

do not necessarily reflect the opinions of SFTA.)

The Playground Where Babies Learn to Talk

UW-Milwaukee joining childhood brain development study

New plan to make child care more affordable

Teachers, Parents Often Misuse Growth Mindset 

Research, Carol Dweck Says

Our February Pic Pick
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