
And if the Moon Could Talk
This picture book by author Kate Banks, is a great naptime or bedtime read--or even just 
to bring a moment of calm to a child’s day. The painted illustrations give this book a great 
visual texture, and the rocking, rhythmic words soothe. “And if the moon could talk, it 
would tell of evening stealing through the woods and a lizard scurrying home to supper.” 
Slowly, through the vision of the moon, Banks takes us through the winding down of a 
day, from animals, to nature, to the child snuggled in bed.
Find this book now.

 Family Policy & Advocacy
Advocate & Lobby for Kids Day: Wisconsin 
Council on Children and Families (WCCF)
Anyone who wants to learn to effectively raise 
their voice for children and families should join, 
Thursday, February 27, in Madison! The day begins 
with advocacy training to use with legislators, then, 
learn about bills on education and juvenile justice 
being debated by your legislators, and meet with 
your legislators and their staff; WCCF sets up the 
meetings for you! Learn more and register here.

Children’s Mental Health Awareness Contest 
Advocate for children’s social emotional health! 
Promote the 2nd annual youth poster contest, “My 
Feelings Matter.” Celebrating National Children’s 
Mental Health Awareness week in May, this 
contest allows teachers, parents, and caregivers 
to encourage youth to create art as an outlet for 
their feelings, and generate healthy communication 
about those feelings. Posters will be accepted 
January 21- March 21. The contest is open to 
children of all ages! Learn more here.

888.713.KIDS (5437)
700 Rayovac Drive, Suite 6. 

Madison, WI 53711
www.supportingfamiliestogether.org
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CONNECT with other early childhood professionals 
on this SFTA blog. Click above to share your stories, 

ideas, & have your voice heard! 

Youth Thrive: Center for the Study of Social Policy
This multi-year initiative examines how foster youth can 
be supported in ways that advance healthy development 
and well-being and reduce the impact of negative life 
experiences. This approach calls for developing five 
factors in young people (age 11-26) that help lower risk 
and promote healthy development. Learn more here.

Conceptualizing and Measuring Collaboration in the 
Context of Early Childhood Care and Education
There is increasing emphasis on collaboration 
across early care and education sectors to provide 
consistent, high-quality services to meet the needs 
of families with young children. This brief looks at the 
conceptualization and measurement of collaboration 
in the field of early childhood and identifies key 
components to encourage development and use of 
measures of collaboration in the early childhood field.

Same Different and Diverse:Understanding 
Children Who Are Dual Language Learners (DLLs)
This study looks at the similarities and differences 
between all children, whether they are learning one 
language or several, and at the diversity within DLLs 
in terms of temperament, interests, etc., and how all 
of these things affect a child’s early experiences.

Translating Emerging Brain Science into Positive 
Impact for Wisconsin’s Children & Families 
Hear early childhood development experts, including 
Dr. Pat Levitt, explain how understanding child brain 
development helps young children and their families.

Resources for Practice

http://www.amazon.com/Kate-Banks/e/B001H6IV5C/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1
http://www.amazon.com/If-Moon-Could-Talk/dp/0374435588/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1390321629&sr=1-1&keywords=and+if+the+moon+could+talk
file:http://www.amazon.com/If-Moon-Could-Talk/dp/0374435588/ref%3Dsr_1_1%3Fs%3Dbooks%26ie%3DUTF8%26qid%3D1390321629%26sr%3D1-1%26keywords%3Dand%2Bif%2Bthe%2Bmoon%2Bcould%2Btalk
http://www.wccf.org/news_events/wccf-lobby-for-kids-day-2014/
http://wisconsinknowschildrensmentalhealthmatters.wordpress.com/
http://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/
http://www.cssp.org/reform/child-welfare/youth-thrive
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/opre/collaborations_brief.pdf
http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/tta-system/cultural-linguistic/docs/same-different-diverse.pdf
http://wichildrenstrustfund.org/index.php?section=pat~levitt


                  
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   

            Our February Pic Pick

Resources for Practice
The State of America’s Children® 2014 Report
This compilation examines the most recent and reliable 
national and state-by-state data on poverty, family 
structure, family income, health, nutrition, early childhood 
development, education, child welfare, and more. 

Subprime Learning: Early Education in America since 
the Great Recession
This New America Foundation report looks at early 
education over the past five years and how far we have 
come in making the early childhood field as supportive 
as possible for young children and their families. Their 
conclusion is that although progress has been made in 
many areas, there are still several areas where we are 
falling short of giving every young child a strong start. 

State Baby Facts: Wisconsin
This reference list from Zero to Three is a quick listing 
of Wisconsin infant and toddler statistics that are perfect 
for supporting early childhood work, citing everything 
from brain development, to federal funding for chidren’s 
programs. Every statistic links to further resources.

Putting the Pieces Together: 
A Logic Model for Coaching in Head Start
This content is designed to offer a broad application 
of coaching, for use by early care and education 
professionals, administrators, and by researchers.

Send us your fun, cute, or memorable 
photos from your work with young children 

and their families! Contact: 
kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org

Professional 
Development Events

Prevent Child Abuse Wisconsin: 2014 Together for 
Children Conference
What: This group focuses on primary prevention with 
the goal of stopping child abuse and neglect before 
it occurs. Sessions at this conference include topics 
such as, drug endangered children, promoting child 
well-being by strengthening families, collaborating 
to create a justice center forensic program, when to 
suspect abuse, and much more. Register here. 
When: April 2 - 3, 2014 
Where: Grand Geneva Resort, Lake Geneva, WI

Investing in Community Change: Live event and 
Webcast on Child Well-Being
What: This event looks at child well-being as a 
framework for policy and practice, by showing 
how it can be used to create environments that 
promote healthy child development. Topics include 
understanding and measuring child well-being, and 
implications of policies and programs that improve 
child well-being and development. Register here.
When: February 18, 2014, 9 AM to 10:30 AM CST
Where: University of Chicago, Chapin Hall 
1313 East 60th Street, Chicago, Illinois 60637

Tom Copeland Mini-Conference:
What: Child Care Resource and Referral, Inc. is 
hosting Tom Copeland, J.D., national family child care 
business expert and author. There is limited space, 
so register soon!
When: Saturday, March 15, 2014 
Where: JP Coughlin Center, Oshkosh, WI

Have a professional development event you 
would like added to next month’s Online Digest? 

Contact: kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org 

Visit SFTA on Social Media:

Child yoga instructor Elizabeth Gach shows providers 
how to incorporate yoga into the classroom at this 

year’s Launch into Literacy and Math.

Early Childhood In the News
As Wisconsin day-cares improve, so will kids’ lives

Early childhood investment will help secure our future

Study finds Wisconsin’s low-income, minority fourth 
graders trailing in reading proficiency

Preschool push moving ahead in many states

Jill Hoiting: Early education determines brain’s wiring

http://www.childrensdefense.org/child-research-data-publications/state-of-americas-children/
http://newamerica.net/sites/newamerica.net/files/policydocs/NewAmerica_SubprimeLearning_Release.pdf
http://www.zerotothree.org/public-policy/state-community-policy/baby-facts/wisconsin-baby-facts-with-citations.pdf
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/opre/a_logic_model_for_coaching_in_head_start_from_the_descriptive_study_of.pdf
mailto:kelly%40supportingfamiliestogether.org?subject=Pic%20Pick
https://reg.abcsignup.com/s_reg/reg_registration_maintenance.aspx?ek=0011-0013-2e1b900551514294abc9bac2e6b28c1d
http://financing-community-change.blogspot.com/2014/01/register-for-chapin-hall-event-and.html
http://www.ccrrfoxvalley.org/en/training?controller=event&task=options&eventId=86
mailto:kelly%40supportingfamiliestogether.org?subject=Online%20Digest
http://www.pinterest.com/supfamtog/
http://www.facebook.com/SupportingFamiliesTogether
http://www.linkedin.com/company/supporting-families-together-association
http://twitter.com/#!/SFTA_WI
http://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/
http://onmilwaukee.com/living/articles/wisconsintough.html?35843
http://www.wisconsinrapidstribune.com/article/20140115/WRT06/301150197/As-Wisconsin-day-cares-improve-will-kids-lives?nclick_check=1
http://www.wausaudailyherald.com/article/20140124/WDH06/301240340?nclick_check=1
http://host.madison.com/ct/news/local/writers/jessica_vanegeren/study-finds-wisconsin-s-low-income-minority-fourth-graders-trailing/article_ca99a826-87a1-11e3-9971-001a4bcf887a.html
http://host.madison.com/ct/news/local/writers/jessica_vanegeren/study-finds-wisconsin-s-low-income-minority-fourth-graders-trailing/article_ca99a826-87a1-11e3-9971-001a4bcf887a.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/02/04/us/push-for-preschool-becomes-a-bipartisan-cause-outside-washington.html?nl=todaysheadlines&emc=edit_th_20140204&_r=0
http://www.omaha.com/article/20140204/NEWS/140209534/1685#hansen-the-jury-is-in-and-study-after-study-backs-early-childhood-education
http://host.madison.com/ct/news/opinion/mailbag/jill-hoiting-early-education-determines-brain-s-wiring/article_50a6973e-d211-58b1-b9fa-1b970ba1c5c8.html

