
What Do You Do With An Idea?

This book by author Kobi Yamada is a good read for children of all ages. The 
language is simplistic enough for younger children to understand and stay engaged 
with, but the concept is something that older children and adults can relate to. It is 
about a boy who has an idea that he holds onto for a while before letting it loose into 
the world to grow and thrive. This is the perfect book to pair with creative exercises 
such as allowing children to brainstorm some ideas of their own, and share with their 
peers. Or for children to talk about a time they had an idea they were not sure about, 
or to draw a picture of an idea they have. Get the book to think of your own activities!

 Family Policy & Advocacy
When Brain Science Meets Public Policy: 
Strategies for Building Executive Function Skills 
in the Early Years
In this 2015 brief from the Institute for Child 
Success, early development of executive 
functioning and self-regulatory skills is explored to 
see how these skills “set the stage for subsequent 
learning and successful adult outcomes.” This brief 
looks at how to support development of these skills, 
and policy measures that build on that support.
 
IACP National Policy Summit on Community-
Police Relations: Advancing a Culture of Cohesion 
and Community Trust
This report from the International Association of Chiefs 
of Police looks at the current state of the public/police 
relationship, and ways to improve that relationship 
and current policing practices, through policies and 
strategies that build trust.
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CONNECT with other early childhood professionals 
on this SFTA blog. Click above to share your stories, 

ideas, & have your voice heard! 

Vroom
No, this is not just the sound a racecar makes, it is also 
a website for parents and early childhood professionals! 
This website contains tools, information, and resources 
based in and backed by scientific research, that look 
at ways for parents and caregivers to make everyday 
moments with their children a learning experience.

Mind in the Making: Books and Tips that Promote Life 
Skills 
This great resource from the Families and Work Institute 
(FWI) offers lists of children’s books that help promote 
essential life skills. Books are categorized by age and 
skills set, and come with an accompanying tip sheet, 
some that are offered in Spanish.

Kids & Family Reading Report™ 5th Edition
This report from Scholastic is a “a biannual survey of 
attitudes of children and parents toward reading,” that 
looks at the strategies and practices that encourage 
children to become lifelong readers.

eBook, Coaching with Powerful Interactions
This interactive eBook from a collection of National 
Association for the Education of Young Children 
(NAEYC) authors is an excellent resource for early 
childhood professionals that work outside of child care, 
but want to know how best to work symbiotically with 
child care providers for better child outcomes. 

Resources for Practice

http://www.amazon.com/Kobi-Yamada/e/B00MC0MIB0/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
http://www.amazon.com/What-Do-You-Idea/dp/1938298071/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1423769280&sr=8-1&keywords=What+Do+You+Do+with+an+Idea
http://www.amazon.com/What-Do-You-Idea/dp/1938298071/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1423769280&sr=8-1&keywords=What+Do+You+Do+with+an+Idea
http://www.instituteforchildsuccess.org/mydocuments/brain_science.pdf
http://www.theiacp.org/Portals/0/documents/pdfs/CommunityPoliceRelationsSummitReport_Jan15.pdf
http://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/
http://www.joinvroom.org/
http://mindinthemaking.org/firstbook/
http://www.scholastic.com/readingreport/Scholastic-KidsAndFamilyReadingReport-5thEdition.pdf?v=100
https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/coaching-powerful-interactions/id932143055?mt=11


Resources for Practice
 
Webinar Series: Reducing Toxic Stress and 
Increasing Resilience in Wisconsin’s Young 
Children
A collection of webinars from the Early Childhood 
Comprehensive Systems (ECCS) Project and partners 
looks at the significance of early social and emotional 
development, and recognizes state and national 
programs that support that development.

Trauma-Informed Webinar Trainings
These webinar trainings from THRIVE give guidance for 
providing trauma-informed support in a variety of early 
childhood settings and contexts.

Understanding and Responding to Children Who Bite
In this article NAEYC looks at why young children bite, 
how to respond, and ways to prevent and overcome the 
habit of biting in young children.

Impact of North Carolina’s Early Childhood Initiatives 
on Special Education Placements in Third Grade
This new study from Duke University demonstrates how 
quality early childhood programs can have lasting benefits 
to children and society; in this case, by reducing the 
likelihood that children will be placed in special education 
by the end of third grade. 

Send us your fun, cute, or memorable photos from 
your work with young children and their families! 

Contact: 
kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org

Professional 
Development Events

National Family and Community Engagement 
Conference 2015
What: This conference is to “support the efficacy of 
parents, families, educators and other community-
based partners to work collaboratively to improve 
schooling and student achievement, and to co-create 
communities that are flourishing.”  
When: June 22-24, 2015
Where: Palmer House, 17 E Monroe St., Chicago, IL

The Wisconsin Alliance for Infant Mental Health 
(WI-AIMH) 2015 Summer Institute
What: This event is for anyone who works with or 
on behalf of young children and families, including 
parents. Register here, starting February 23. 
When: Saturday, June 27, 2015
Where: Pyle Center, UW-Madison, 702 Langdon 
Street, Madison, WI 53706

Job Opportunity: Wisconsin Alliance for Infant Mental 
Health (WI-AIMH), Project Coordinator

Save the Date for these 2015 Conferences:
• Preserving Early Childhood 2015 

(March 17, 2015 - March 19, 2015)

Did You Know?
As a SFTA Core member and a CCR&R or FRC 
employee, you could be eligible for a scholarship to 
enter the UW-Madison Infant, Early Childhood and 
Family Mental Health Certificate Program. Stay tuned 
to your member portal for more information.

Have a professional development event you 
would like added to next month’s Online Digest? 

Contact: kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org 

Visit SFTA on Social Media:

SFTA staff and our Directors from around the state 
had a great Advocacy Day this year, and appreciate 
all of the legislators who opened up their doors and 
minds to the importance of early childhood support.

Early Childhood In the News
 

Police chiefs call on Congress to fund home visits for at-risk 
mothers

Parenting Today - Styles of Parenting

Letter: To improve schools, fight poverty

Northwestern Mutual and Betty Brinn Children’s Museum 
Debut Word Headquarters Exhibit on February 14

Parents worry about unvaccinated children in the 
classroom

Our February Pic Pick

http://wismhi.org/events-registration/#toxic
http://thriveinitiative.org/trauma-informed/training/
http://families.naeyc.org/learning-and-development/child-development/understanding-and-responding-children-who-bite
http://epa.sagepub.com/content/early/2014/12/04/0162373714559096.full.pdf+html?ijkey=rro4HwVYfIeHc&keytype=ref&siteid=spepa
mailto:kelly%40supportingfamiliestogether.org?subject=Pic%20Pick
http://www.cvent.com/events/shaping-our-future-by-leading-together-families-schools-and-communities/event-summary-940ffc866de047c0b7d1d81aef6f265a.aspx
http://wiaimh.org/
http://wiaimh.org/job-announcement-project-coordinator/
https://www.regonline.com/builder/site/Default.aspx?EventID=1497294
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/members/become-a-member/
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/members/enter-the-sfta-member-portal/
mailto:kelly%40supportingfamiliestogether.org?subject=Online%20Digest
http://www.pinterest.com/supfamtog/
http://www.facebook.com/SupportingFamiliesTogether
http://www.linkedin.com/company/supporting-families-together-association
https://twitter.com/SFTA_WI
http://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/
http://www.jsonline.com/news/crime/police-chiefs-call-on-congress-to-fund-home-visits-for-at-risk-mothers-b99438911z1-290811321.html
http://www.jsonline.com/news/crime/police-chiefs-call-on-congress-to-fund-home-visits-for-at-risk-mothers-b99438911z1-290811321.html
http://www.news8000.com/news/30975034
http://www.wausaudailyherald.com/story/opinion/2015/01/22/school-accountabilty-wisconsin-poverty-education-reform/22202703/
http://insurancenewsnet.com/oarticle/2015/01/15/northwestern-mutual-and-betty-brinn-childrens-museum-debut-word-headquarters-ex-a-585237.html#.VNUBjp3F-So
http://insurancenewsnet.com/oarticle/2015/01/15/northwestern-mutual-and-betty-brinn-childrens-museum-debut-word-headquarters-ex-a-585237.html#.VNUBjp3F-So
http://www.jrn.com/tmj4/news/Parents-worry-about-unvaccinated-children-in-the-classroom-291008341.html
http://www.jrn.com/tmj4/news/Parents-worry-about-unvaccinated-children-in-the-classroom-291008341.html

