
There’s a Lion in My Cornflakes
In this entertaining picture book by author Michelle Robinson, two brothers try to win a lion as a  
prize from their cereal box, only to end up with several other animals along the way. This book 
is a fun read for children ages 3 to 8, and could be used to learn and talk about animals in a 
scientific activity for older children, or a sensory activity with younger children using cornflakes.   

 Family Policy & Advocacy
How 501(c)(3)s Can Legally Praise and Criticize 
Legislators
Non-profit early childhood entities struggle to address 
legislators’ impact on the world of early childhood. This 
blog post from Bolder Advocacy shows non-profits how 
to broach this subject effectively and legally.

Early Childhood Expulsions and Suspensions 
Undermine Our Nation’s Most Promising
Agent of Opportunity and Social Justice
This issue brief commissioned by the Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation’s Forward Promise Initiative looks 
at how early childhood expulsions/suspensions widen 
gender and racial disparities and the achievement gap by 
targeting black children, especially black boys.   

Supporting the Development of Young Children in 
American Indian and Alaska Native Communities 
Who Are Affected by Alcohol and Substance 
Exposure
This U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
policy statement provides recommendations to support 
the early development of American Indian and Alaska 
Native children exposed to alcohol/substances in utero, 
or affected by parent/caregiver substance misuse.
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CONNECT with other early childhood professionals 
on this SFTA blog. Click above to share your stories, 

ideas, & have your voice heard! 

Well-Visit Planner™
A free, online tool for families to customize their well-
child visit to their needs by helping identify and prioritize 
each child’s health risks and concerns before their 
appointment.

A Troubling Combination: Depression, Poverty, and 
Parenting 
This blog post from Child Trends looks at the correlation 
between depression and poverty in parents, and links to 
several useful resources to learn more and offer support 
to parents in this situation. 

100 Race-Conscious Things you can say to your 
Child to Advance Racial Justice
This blog post from Raising Race Conscious Children 
offers a quote from each of their 100 blog posts to date, 
that models appropriate language that has been used in 
a conversation with a child regarding race.

The Parent Trap: The Economic Insecurity of 
Families with Young Children
This report from Demos looks more closely at the 
challenges that parents of young children face in 
trying to work to meet their family’s basic needs while 
providing or finding care for their children.

Fall in Love with Reading: Ten Simple Things you 
Can Do at Home
This post from the National Association for the 
Education of Young Children (NAEYC) offers 10 
strategies that parents and/or caregivers can use at 
home to support children’s early literacy.  

Resources for Practice
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http://www.indiebound.org/search/book?searchfor=Robinson%2C+Michelle
http://www.indiebound.org/book/9780802738363
https://www.bolderadvocacy.org/blog/how-501c3s-can-legally-praise-and-criticize-legislators
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http://www.demos.org/publication/parent-trap-economic-insecurity-families-young-children
http://families.naeyc.org/fall-in-love-with-reading
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/
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Improving Access to Oral Health Care
This article from HV-ImpACT looks at the importance 
of oral health for infants, young children and pregnant 
women, and barriers to accessing oral care. The article 
offers resources to improve this access.

Untangling the Terms and Skills Related to 
Executive Function and Self-Regulation in Early 
Childhood
This report from the Office of Planning, Research & 
Evaluation outlines differences and similarities among 
early childhood regulation-related skills in research, 
to help early childhood stakeholders accurately share 
and implement recommendations regarding regulation-
related skills.

Rural IMPACT Video 
This video from the Annie E. Casey Foundation explores 
the White House Rural Council’s Rural Integration Models 
for Parents and Children to Thrive (Rural IMPACT); a 
public-private partnership that aims to end poverty in 10 
rural and Tribal communities around the country through 
technical assistance and peer learning.

Send us your fun, cute, or memorable photos from 
your work with young children and their families! 
Contact: kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org

Professional 
Development Events

Save the Date: The Trauma Informed Symposium 
of Wisconsin
What: This two-day conference features seminars and 
key-note speakers for professionals and community 
members that deal with trauma in all stages of life.
Registration opens on 2/13/17.
When: April 11 & 12, 2017 
Where: Best Western Waterfront and Conference 
Center, 1 N Main St., Oshkosh

Early Learning Conference 
What: This conference from Child Care Partnership 
offers resources, tools, discussions and networking 
opportunities for early educators and others who work 
with young children. Register online. 
When: May 6, 2017, 8 AM to 4 PM 
Where: The Florian Gardens, 2340 Lorch Ave.,
Eau Claire

30th Annual Research & Policy Conference on 
Child, Adolescent, and Young Adult Behavioral 
Health
What: This conference seeks to promote the 
development of research that improves service 
systems for children and youth with mental health 
challenges and their families. Register online.
When: March 5-8, 2017 
Where: Hilton Tampa Downtown, 211 North Tampa 
St., Tampa, Florida 33602

Have a professional development event you 
would like added to next month’s Online Digest? 

Contact: kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org 

Visit SFTA on Social Media:

In July, 2016, SFTA began providing formal rating 
services in YoungStar and hired a team of ERS 
Observers. Check out SFTA’s newest webpage 

focused on formal rating. In case you missed it, you 
can also visit our recently published Micro-Grant 

Program webpage.

Early Childhood In the News 
(*News stories are chosen based on their relevance to early childhood and 

do not necessarily reflect the opinions of SFTA.)

Study finds Head Start program is underfunded, unequal 
among states

In Flint, Mich., there’s so much lead in children’s blood that 
a state of emergency is declared

Boys Who Sit Still Have a Harder Time Learning to Read

Outdoor play time can enhance children’s sleep

Preventing child abuse requires a societal approach

Our January Pic Pick
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