
The Game of Light
This board book by Hervé Tullet is great for young children anywhere from zero to five. 
Children just beginning to recognize words and letters wil appreciate the short but poetic 
prose on each page. All children will enjoy the shape cut-outs in place of typical artwork, 
that accompany the story. These allow a child or adult to shine a flashlight through the 
cut-outs, creating a light show on the walll or ceiling as the story is read. Even slightly 
older children-- and adults!--will appreciate the visually stimulating, interactive fun this 
book provides. Find the Game of Light now.

 Family Policy & Advocacy
Driving Science-Based Innovation in Policy and 
Practice: A Logic Model
This interactive resource shows how policies and 
programs that strengthen caregiver and community 
capacities build the foundations of healthy 
development in early childhood, so today’s children 
can become healthy, happy, adults. Listen and read 
more here.

“A Challenge to Our Future” Child Poverty in 
Wisconsin Report 
Child poverty is an ongoing issue in Wisconsin. 
This report outlines the severity and impact of child 
poverty, and how we can help.

The Ounce of Prevention Fund Early Childhood 
Advocacy Toolkit
This toolkit is designed to help parents, student groups, 
practitioners, and other advocates get involved in 
the public policy-making process by educating key 
audiences about, and developing support for, early 
childhood initiatives.

888.713.KIDS (5437)
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CONNECT with other early childhood professionals 
on this SFTA blog. Click above to share your stories, 

ideas, & have your voice heard! 

Little Kids, Big Questions: ZERO TO THREE
These podcasts address common issues facing parents 
of babies and toddlers, like helping a baby learn to sleep 
through the night, picky eaters, and effectively managing 
children’s behavior. Watch now to learn how to apply early 
childhood development research to daily interactions with 
babies and toddlers. Available in Spanish and English. 

Teaching Math to Young Children
Institute of Education Sciences (IES) gives parents 
and educators evidence-based recommendations that 
address the challenges of teaching math to children 
ages 3 to 6. Learn more now. 

New Department of Public Instruction Website: 
Impact of 4K Community Approach
This website tells the story of what makes 4-year-old 
kindergarten community approaches great for the 
whole community. It includes reasons to implement 
the 4K community approach and a video of Wisconsin 
Storyteller Bob Kann sharing effective story-telling 
techniques. Visit the site here.

Early Childhood Development: the Promise, the 
Problem, and the Path Forward
This article looks at obstacles that can stunt 
early child development and education, such 
as poverty, nutritional deficiencies, and lack of 
learning opportunities. It discusses the outcomes of 
children and families facing these difficulties, and 
ways to ensure access to positive early childhood 
development for all children. Read more here.

Resources for Practice

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0714861898/ref=s9_hps_bw_g14_i1?pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_s=merchandised-search-6&pf_rd_r=0BAN7WCAAJRJ316434TT&pf_rd_t=101&pf_rd_p=1657967102&pf_rd_i=2578998011
http://developingchild.harvard.edu/resources/multimedia/interactive_features/a_logic_model_to_drive_science_based_innovation/
http://www.wccf.org/assets/child_poverty_in_WI.pdf
http://www.ounceofprevention.org/advocacy/pdfs/EarlyChildhoodAdvocacyToolkit.pdf
http://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/
http://www.zerotothree.org/about-us/funded-projects/parenting-resources/podcast/
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/pdf/practice_guides/early_math_pg_111313.pdf
http://4kca.dpi.wi.gov/4kca_home
http://www.brookings.edu/research/articles/2013/11/25-early-childhood-development-atinc-gustafsson


Resources for Practice
What Foster Parents Wish Other People Knew 
In this post on Science Blogs, Sharon Astyk discusses 
what it means to be a foster parent, a foster child, or their 
birth family. She discusses ways to help those who foster, 
and what is and is not okay when you are addressing a 
foster situation. Whether you are familiar with fostering or 
not, this post is a useful resource to approach the issue. 

The Military Great Think: Creating Great Futures for 
Military Families and Youth
Boys & Girls Clubs of America’s Great Think series 
facilitates public-private collaborations to help children 
who are most vulnerable, such as the 2 million children 
who are a part of military families. This brief slideshow 
examines measures we can take to help these children 
cope and reach their full potential. 

Chillin’ With Winter Safety
The American Academy of Pediatrics offers some great 
winter safety tips for parents and caregivers of young 
children in this brief article.

Send us your fun, cute, or memorable 
photos from your work with young children 

and their families! Contact: 
kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org

Professional 
Development Events

Early Childhood Education Conference 2014:
University of Wisconsin-Stout 

What: This is the 36th annual Early Education 
Conference for UW-Stout. Sessions include various 
topics relevant to early childhood professionals, 
caregivers, and parents. For more information about 
speakers, trainings, and to register, click here. Early 
registration must be completed by April 1, 2014. 
When: Friday & Saturday, April 25 & 26  
Where: University of Wisconsin- Stout, Menomonie, 
Wisconsin

Fulfilling the Promise: A Conference for Parent 
Educators and Home Visitors

What: This conference allows attendees to hear from 
parent education and home visitation professionals, 
peers with innovative programs, and experts in 
related sectors. Learn more about issues that matter 
most in your work with parents and families, gain up-
to-date information and resources from conference 
exhibitors, and connect with colleagues from across 
Wisconsin to gain perspective on what others are 
doing. Learn more and register here. 
When: Tuesday & Wednesday, February 25 & 26
Where: Chula Vista Resort, 2501 River Road
Wisconsin Dells, WI 53965

Have a professional development event you 
would like added to next month’s Online Digest? 

Contact: kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org 

Visit SFTA on Social Media:

A few of 
staff’s 2014 
resolutions!

Early Childhood 
In the News

Breaking the cycle of domestic violence

21 WI lawmakers urge congress to increase money 
for childhood education

Early childhood group for male educators

Four-star childcare providers receive rate increase

                                       
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

Our January Pic Picks

http://scienceblogs.com/casaubonsbook/2013/03/12/what-foster-parents-wish-other-people-knew/#.UsaND_zdGII.email
http://www.bgca.org/GreatThink2/Pages/Military.aspx
http://www.healthychildren.org/English/safety-prevention/at-play/Pages/Chillin-With-Winter-Safety.aspx
mailto:kelly%40supportingfamiliestogether.org?subject=Pic%20Pick
http://www.uwstout.edu/profed/ece/ececonf/ececonf_intro.cfm
http://blogs.ces.uwex.edu/flpconferences/fulfilling-the-promise/
mailto:kelly%40supportingfamiliestogether.org?subject=Online%20Digest
http://www.pinterest.com/supfamtog/
http://www.facebook.com/SupportingFamiliesTogether
http://www.linkedin.com/company/supporting-families-together-association
http://twitter.com/#!/SFTA_WI
http://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/
http://onmilwaukee.com/living/articles/wisconsintough.html?35843
http://www.wkow.com/story/20078020/breaking-the-cycle-of-domestic-violence
http://www.publicnewsservice.org/2013-12-11/childrens-issues/21-wi-lawmakers-urge-congress-to-increase-money-for-childhood-education/a36167-1
http://www.publicnewsservice.org/2013-12-11/childrens-issues/21-wi-lawmakers-urge-congress-to-increase-money-for-childhood-education/a36167-1
http://chippewa.com/dunnconnect/variety/education/early-childhood-group-for-male-educators/article_d176aaa2-a711-5340-bddf-b6f89c78e060.html
http://www.wsaw.com/home/headlines/Four-Star-Child-Care-Providers-Receive-Rate-Increase-237549531.html?ref=531

