
Cradle Me
This board book by Debby Slier is a good read for infants and young toddlers who 

are just beginning to explore the written word. With vibrant photographs illustrating 

simplistic single word text, this book celebrates Native American culture by looking 

at the different “cradle boards” traditionally used by Native American parents to carry 

their children, and how they vary between tribes. This is not only a good read, it is a 

great starting point for looking at diverse cultures and traditions with young children. 

Get the book.

 Family Policy & Advocacy
Children’s Mental Health Matters: Art Contest

It’s time for the Children’s Mental Health Awareness 

Coalition’s 2016 annual Children’s Mental Health Matters 

art contest, to encourage discussions surrounding 

children’s mental health. Children from preschool to high 

school are eligible to enter.

Early Childhood and Homelessness in the United 

States: 50- State Profile
This report from the Administration for Children and 

Families can be used as a tool for states to meet the 

needs of vulnerable children and to provide the foundation 

for discussions and planning to end family homelessness.

Achieving Racial Equality: Child Welfare Policy 

Strategies to Improve Outcomes for Children of 

Color

This paper analyzes policy strategies that have 

improved outcomes for children and families of color 

involved with child welfare systems and highlights public 

policy strategies that can be used to reduce disparities.
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Join us in some TRIVIA to 

celebrate the 40th issue of our 

Digest. Post on our Facebook 

page by 1/21, which of the 

resources in this Digest 

discusses 7 ways to build 

early math & literacy. The 

winner will be randomly 

selected from those with 

the correct answer to 

receive a free copy of this book!

Social Policy Report: Children and Terrorism

This report from the Society for Research in Child 

Development looks at the effects of terrorism on 

children, and how to build factors that create resilience 

from these experiences.

Research Brief: Social Service Programs That Foster 

Multiple Positive Outcomes 

In this brief, Child Trends explores social service 

programs that support and influence multiple positive 
outcomes, rather than a single targeted outcome.

Empathy: Big Feelings From Little Ones

This article from the Australian Raising Children 

Network looks at the meaning and development of 

empathy, and offers tips on supporting development of 

empathy in children.

Building Community, Building Hope (Video)

The National Child Abuse and Neglect Technical 

Assistance and Strategic Dissemination Center has 

developed this video and accompanying resources 

to showcase collaborative solutions that prevent child 

abuse and neglect.

Baby Talk: Resources to Support the People Who 

Work With Infants and Toddlers

Read and subscribe to this monthly listing of useful 

early childhood resources from the Coalition of Infant/

Toddler Educators (CITE). 

Resources for Practice

http://www.starbrightbooks.org/authorsDetail.php?id=58
http://www.starbrightbooks.org/details.php?id=346#
http://www.starbrightbooks.org/details.php?id=346#
https://wisconsinknowschildrensmentalhealthmatters.wordpress.com/about/?preview=true&preview_id=931&preview_nonce=b2ff4d720a&iframe=true
https://wisconsinknowschildrensmentalhealthmatters.wordpress.com/about/?preview=true&preview_id=931&preview_nonce=b2ff4d720a&iframe=true
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/ecd/homelessness_profile_package_with_blanks_for_printing_508.pdf
http://www.cssp.org/policy/2015/Policy-RE-Paper-web.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/SupportingFamiliesTogether/
https://www.facebook.com/SupportingFamiliesTogether/
http://www.srcd.org/sites/default/files/documents/spr29_2.pdf
http://www.childtrends.org/?research-briefs=social-service-programs-that-foster-multiple-positive-outcomes&rbp=0#background&utm_source=E-News%3A+Invest+in+programs+with+multiple+outcomes&utm_campaign=E-news+12%2F10%2F15&utm_medium=email
http://raisingchildren.net.au/articles/are_you_ok_daddy_-_big_feelings_from_little_ones.html
http://www.cantasd.org/bcbh-landing.html
http://www.njcite.org/baby-talk-resources-to-support-the-people-who-work-with-infants-and-toddlers-issue-no-44-january-2015/
http://www.njcite.org/
http://www.njcite.org/
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/
https://www.naeyc.org/store/Exploring-Math-and-Science-in-Preschool


Resources for Practice
 

Early Language and Literacy Series

The Preschool Development Grant Technical Assistance 

Program released this free series of modules for 

professionals working to support the language and 

literacy development of children birth to five.  

Child Trends 5: Information that Counts: Five 

Things to Know About Boys

This resource listing looks at boys’ development; 

advantages and disadvantages, the roles of race 

and ethnicity, and how these things affect health, 

academics, and outcomes. This listing then examines 

how to maximize optimal development for both genders. 

From Crawling to Walking: Ranking States on Birth-

3rd Grade Policies That Support Strong Readers

This report from New America offers a state by state look 

at supports for young readers. Use this data as a starting 

point to begin discussions about improving early literacy 

supports in your state. 

A Perspective on Early Childhood Education and 

Articulation

It is essential for families, family support professionals, 

and early educators to work together. This Early Educator 

Central report looks at the goals, benefits, and our current 
system of articulation between 2-year and 4-year higher 

education institutions in early childhood education.

Send us your fun, cute, or memorable photos from 

your work with young children and their families! 

Contact: kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org

Professional 
Development Events

First Annual Home Visitor/Family Support Worker 

Recognition Awards

What: These awards are to celebrate the work of 

home visitation and family support professionals. 

Winners will be recognized at the 2016 Fulfilling the 
Promise Conference. Nominations can be made by 

team members, family program partners, or community 

partners of the nominee.

When: Nominations due by Friday, January 22, 2016 

Where: Nominate and learn more here. 

Save the Date: Collaborative Leadership Forum 

Preserving Early Childhood (PEC)

What: This 17th annual Collaborative Leadership 

Forum is for early childhood professionals in a variety 

of roles, and offers the chance to learn, network, and 

gain inspiration in the field. Register here.

When: March 2-3, 2016 

(March 1st Pre-Conference option) 

Where: Holiday Inn Hotel & Convention Center

1001 Amber Avenue, Stevens Point, WI 54482

HV Home Visitation and Domestic Violence: 

Building Safer Homes and Relationships Through 

Awareness, Assessment and Effective Safety 

Planning 

What: This training offers home visitors safety 

planning with families in which potential risk of 

domestic violence is present. Register using #6089.

When: March 15, 2016, 9 AM to 4 PM

Where: UWM-MCWP, 4425 N. Port Washington Rd., 

Ste. 400, Glendale, WI

Have a professional development event you 

would like added to next month’s Online Digest? 

Contact: kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org 

Visit SFTA on Social Media:

SFTA CCR&R member Family & Childcare 

Resources of N.E.W. is featured for their child 

sexual abuse prevention training.

Early Childhood In the News 
(*News stories are chosen based on their relevance to early childhood and 

do not necessarily reflect the opinions of SFTA.) 

What do you do when you can’t afford childcare? You get 

creative.

Study: Childcare Helps Brain Development For Kids In 

Chaotic Homes

The Limitations of Teaching ‘Grit’ in the Classroom

The Melancholy Mystery of Lullabies

15 Adorable Facts About How Babies Learn

Our January Pic Pick

https://pdg.grads360.org/?j=287669&e=bgebhard@zerotothree.org&l=329_HTML&u=11448953&mid=7200908&jb=1#program/early-learning-language-and-literacy-series
http://www.childtrends.org/5-things-to-know-about-boys/
https://static.newamerica.org/attachments/11902-from-crawling-to-walking/50-State-Scan.8d1f696fd53c404880ec65d364ee08b6.pdf
http://atlas.newamerica.org/crawling-to-walking
https://earlyeducatorcentral.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/public/documents/A%20Perspective%20on%20Early%20Childhood%20Education%20and%20Articulation.pdf
https://earlyeducatorcentral.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/public/documents/A%20Perspective%20on%20Early%20Childhood%20Education%20and%20Articulation.pdf
mailto:kelly%40supportingfamiliestogether.org?subject=Pic%20Pick
http://uwm.edu/mcwp/programs/fulfilling-the-promise/
http://uwm.edu/mcwp/programs/fulfilling-the-promise/
http://uwm.edu/mcwp/programs/fulfilling-the-promise/
https://www.regonline.com/builder/site/Default.aspx?EventID=1788385
https://pdsonline.csod.com/client/pdsonline/
mailto:kelly%40supportingfamiliestogether.org?subject=Online%20Digest
http://www.pinterest.com/supfamtog/
http://www.facebook.com/SupportingFamiliesTogether
http://www.linkedin.com/company/supporting-families-together-association
https://twitter.com/SFTA_WI
http://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/parenting/wp/2016/01/06/what-do-you-do-when-you-cant-afford-childcare-you-get-creative/?platform=hootsuite
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/parenting/wp/2016/01/06/what-do-you-do-when-you-cant-afford-childcare-you-get-creative/?platform=hootsuite
http://wunc.org/post/study-childcare-helps-brain-development-kids-chaotic-homes#stream/0
http://wunc.org/post/study-childcare-helps-brain-development-kids-chaotic-homes#stream/0
http://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2015/12/when-grit-isnt-enough/418269/?utm_source=SFFB
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/18/magazine/the-melancholy-mystery-of-lullabies.html?_r=0
http://mentalfloss.com/article/70892/15-adorable-facts-about-how-babies-learn
http://www.nbc26.com/news/group-offers-training-to-prevent-child-sex-abuse

