
Harold and the Purple Crayon
This is a classic story from author Crockett Johnson that explores the world of art and a 
child’s imagination. With his single purple crayon, Harold goes on a journey to far away 
places, creates objects and people out of thin air, and draws whatever he needs along 
the way. This is a great book to pair with some purple crayons, (or other colors), and 
paper, for kids to draw whatever their imagination conjures. It is also a good book for 
interaction, asking children to predict what Harold will draw next, and where he will go.
Get the book.  

 Family Policy & Advocacy

Dealing with Vacant Properties in Your 
Community
This article offers ideas and support from the 
Center for Community Progress about how to 
transform abandoned and unkempt buildings in your 
community from”vacant spaces into vibrant places.” 

National Responsible Fatherhood Clearinghouse
Explore and promote this Office of Family 
Assistance (OFA) national resource for fathers, and 
their supporters. Through videos, tips, research, 
and sound strategies, this site offers guidance on 
how to be a supportive and present father. 
 
The Rights of Unmarried Fathers 
In cases where parents of a child are unmarried, 
legal issues often arise. More and more fathers are 
advocating for their parental rights and their options. 
Learn more.
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CONNECT with other early childhood professionals 
on this SFTA blog. Click above to share your stories, 

ideas, & have your voice heard! 

Holding Onto Play: Reflecting on Experiences as a 
Playful K-3 Teacher
This experienced educator looks back on the components 
of play in her classroom. She identifies tips and strategies 
for successfully implementing free and structured play into 
your environment, and reiterates why it is so important. 

Juggling Jobs and Babies- the Challenges of Young 
Working Families 
In this infographic ZERO TO THREE takes a look 
at some of the unique challenges and statistics 
surrounding working parents in the U.S., and raises 
the question of what more we as a society can do to 
support those children and families.

Child Care & Early Education Research 
Connections Topics of Interest: Parent Engagement
This overview highlights the topic of parent engagement 
within early education and other important areas of 
their children’s lives. It offers data, reports, articles, and 
webinars to delve more deeply into the topic. 

Your Journey Together: Promoting Resilience in 
Children who have Experienced Trauma
This overview looks at implementing a curriculum for 
cultivating resilience in parents and children involved the 
child welfare system. 
 
Wisconsin Partners Tackle Childhood Obesity 
This press release from the Celebrate Children 
Foundation looks at the findings and implementation 
of Healthy Bites and Active Early in early childhood. 

Resources for Practice

http://www.amazon.com/Crockett-Johnson/e/B000APG8L0/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
http://www.amazon.com/Harold-Purple-Crayon-Board-Book/dp/0062086529/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1403730463&sr=1-1&keywords=harold+and+the+purple+crayon
http://www.amazon.com/Harold-Purple-Crayon-Board-Book/dp/0062086529/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1403730463&sr=1-1&keywords=harold+and+the+purple+crayon
http://financing-community-change.blogspot.com/2014/06/dealing-with-vacant-properties-in-your.html
http://www.communityprogress.net/
https://www.fatherhood.gov/home
https://www.childwelfare.gov/systemwide/laws_policies/statutes/putative.pdf
http://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/
http://www.naeyc.org/yc/files/yc/file/201405/YC0514_Holding_on_to_Play_Wood_0.pdf
http://www.zerotothree.org/public-policy/working-families-infographic.html
http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/support/announcements/2014/01/topics-of-interest-parent-engagement
http://www.centerforresilientchildren.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/YJT-Info-Packet-May-2014.pdf
http://www.celebrate-children.org/uploads/WPP%20Press%20Release_062714.pdf
http://fns.dpi.wi.gov/files/fns/pdf/HealthyBites.pdf
http://fns.dpi.wi.gov/files/fns/pdf/active_early.pdf


Resources for Practice
 
Preschoolers Outsmart College Students In Figuring 
Out Gadgets 
Researchers at University of California, Berkeley found 
that 4- and 5-year-olds are smarter than college students 
in determining how toys and gadgets work. Read more.

Less-structured time in children’s daily lives predicts 
self-directed executive functioning
This study from frontiers in Psychology shows how 
unstructured play time affects children’s development. 
 
Black and Hispanic Kindergartners Are 
Disproportionately in High-Poverty Schools
This article looks at the correlation between being a 
minority and being in high-poverty homes and schools.

High-Quality Early Education and Care Bring Health 
Benefits 30 Years Later
This article shares the findings of a research project, 
originally published in Science magazine, which indicates 
that those with high-quality early education are more likely 
to be healthier later in life. 

Making the Link Between Health and School 
Readiness
This online tool guides parents and early childhood 
supporters in linking children’s individual school readiness 
goals with their health service plans. 

Send us your fun, cute, or memorable photos from 
your work with young children and their families! 

Contact: 
kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org

Professional 
Development Events

2014 Neighborhood Revitalization Conference: 
Research and the Well-Being of Families in Tough 
Neighborhoods 
What: This conference tackles the subject of how 
professionals working with children and families can 
support the health and emotional well-being of children 
growing up in distressed areas of our nation. Learn 
more and register here. 
When: July 24-25, 2014
Where: Capital Hilton, 1001 16th St. N.W.
Washington, D.C., 20036

National Summit on Authentic Youth Engagement
What: Network and learn with other professionals 
that work with and on behalf of youth across a variety 
of fields, and learn how to get youth authentically 
engaged in efforts to improve their lives and 
outcomes. Register by July 25.  
When: August 4 & August 5, 2014 
Where: The Palmer House, 17 East Monroe Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60603

Have a professional development event you 
would like added to next month’s Online Digest? 

Contact: kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org 

Visit SFTA on Social Media:

SFTA’s Jill Hoiting reads to her nephews as a reminder  
of the importance of early literacy and how we can 

promote it through Once Upon a Book Drive!

Early Childhood In the News
Sex-Abuse-Prevention Efforts Urged for Students with 

Disabilities

Program gives prison parents chance to read for children

Talking to kids about tragedy a tough task for parents

VIDEO: Pre-K suspensions target black students

Childhood vaccines are safe. Seriously.

Significant childhood stress may have lasting impact, 
researchers suggest

Organizations collect children’s books

After leaving a child in a car, ‘that pain...never goes away’

Sleep-related infant deaths down in Janesville

Pediatrics Group to Recommend Reading Aloud to Children 
From Birth

Our July Pic Pick

http://www.npr.org/blogs/health/2014/06/30/325230618/preschoolers-outsmart-college-students-in-figuring-out-gadgets
http://journal.frontiersin.org/Journal/10.3389/fpsyg.2014.00593/full
http://www.epi.org/publication/black-hispanic-kindergartners-disproportionately/?utm_source=Economic+Policy+Institute&utm_campaign=7e3607c0f2-EPI_News&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e7c5826c50-7e3607c0f2-55895713
http://fpg.unc.edu/news/high-quality-early-education-and-care-bring-health-benefits-30-years-later
http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/tta-system/health/center/link-between/docs/link-health-and-school-readiness.pdf
mailto:kelly%40supportingfamiliestogether.org?subject=Pic%20Pick
http://www.alliance1.org/nrc
http://www.alliance1.org/nrc/registration
https://www.regonline.com/builder/site/Default.aspx?EventID=1531571
mailto:kelly%40supportingfamiliestogether.org?subject=Online%20Digest
http://www.pinterest.com/supfamtog/
http://www.facebook.com/SupportingFamiliesTogether
http://www.linkedin.com/company/supporting-families-together-association
http://twitter.com/#!/SFTA_WI
http://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/once-upon-a-book-drive/
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2014/06/24/36abuse.h33.html
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2014/06/24/36abuse.h33.html
http://host.madison.com/wsj/news/local/program-gives-prison-parents-chance-to-read-for-children/article_820a8de5-39b9-577f-b484-a8ea5f96a65d.html
http://www.cnn.com/2013/09/17/living/parents-dc-moms-talking-to-kids-tragedy/index.html?iid=article_sidebar
http://www.cnn.com/video/data/2.0/video/politics/2014/07/02/ctn-pkg-sidner-pre-school-to-prison-pipeline.cnn.html
http://www.cnn.com/2014/07/01/health/vaccines-for-kids-safe/index.html?hpt=hp_t4
http://dailydigestnews.com/2014/06/significant-childhood-stress-may-have-lasting-impact-researchers-suggest/
http://dailydigestnews.com/2014/06/significant-childhood-stress-may-have-lasting-impact-researchers-suggest/
http://www.marshfieldnewsherald.com/story/news/local/community/2014/07/07/organizations-collect-childrens-books/12137201/
http://www.cnn.com/2014/07/03/us/hot-car-deaths/index.html?hpt=hp_t1
http://host.madison.com/news/state-and-regional/sleep-related-infant-deaths-down-in-janesville/article_b8a9dbc5-8e90-5211-ba22-d3f00137ad94.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/06/24/us/pediatrics-group-to-recommend-reading-aloud-to-children-from-birth.html?_r=2
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/06/24/us/pediatrics-group-to-recommend-reading-aloud-to-children-from-birth.html?_r=2
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/once-upon-a-book-drive/

