
You Are (Not) Small

This book by Anna Kang is a simple story for some of our youngest children (0 to 3), 
but it is a great book for teaching size and perspective. Two animals of different sizes 
who are looking at one another disagree about whether one of them is too big, or one 
of them is too small. You can easily turn this into a learning experience about how 
our own perspectives change the way we see things-- including size and shape. Pick 
different objects in the room and talk about how they look different close up and far 
away. Or from different angles. Talk about how things might seem smaller to adults 
who are taller, than to kids, who are shorter. Discuss why it is okay to have many 
different perspectives in the way we look at and see the world. Find the book here. 

 Family Policy & Advocacy
Handbook for Using Community Decision-
Making to Improve the Lives of Children, Youth 
and Families
Use this handbook from the Center for the Study of 
Social Policy (CSSP) to build a shared committment 
across your community to supporting children, 
families, and the communities they live in. 
 
Babies’ Mental Health Matters: Blog Post
This blog post is the first in a series of three, exploring 
the mental health needs of our youngest children, and 
how those needs can be supported.

Infant and Toddler Messaging Guide
This guide from ZERO TO THREE helps stakeholders 
discuss the importance of, and the need for 
investment, in early childhood.
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Resources for Supporting Teachers and 
Administrators to Improve Outcomes for
Dual Language Learners in Pre-K through Third 
Grade
This listing from the Center on Enhancing Early 
Learning Outcomes (CEELO) shares resources that 
offer best practices and policy strategies to support 
effective teaching and learning for children who are dual 
language learners (DLL). 

Briefs on the Use of Ongoing Assessment in Early 
Childhood Programs 
Briefs one, two, and three are all the result of a 
project funded by the Office of Planning, Research 
and Evaluation (OPRE), to learn more about the use 
and application of ongoing child assessments in early 
childhood programs.

The Co-Learning Project
The aim of this video project from Early Connections is 
to promote co-learning, “a process of bringing parents 
and providers together in a ‘middle place’ to partner as 
peers through co-creating tools that support the wellness 
of young children and their families.” This site and 
the accompanying video has some great information, 
resources, and ideas for partnering educators and 
community support systems with parents to best support 
child development.

Resources for PracticeSAVE THE DATE: SFTA Book Fair 
What: SFTA and Madison Public Library are 

partnering with Barnes and Noble for a day-long 
celebration and book fair in coordination with the 
store’s Dr. Suess Pop-Cultured event, to benefit 

Wisconsin children and families. Read more. 
When: July 31, 2015, 9 AM to 10 PM  

Where: Barnes and Noble stores nationwide

http://www.amazon.com/Anna-Kang/e/B00JBGAIBU/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
http://www.amazon.com/You-Are-Small-Anna-Kang/dp/1477847723/ref=la_B00JBGAIBU_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1437071745&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/You-Are-Small-Anna-Kang/dp/1477847723/ref=la_B00JBGAIBU_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1437071745&sr=1-1
http://www.cssp.org/community/constituents-co-invested-in-change/community-decision-making/Making-a-Difference-in-Your-Neighborhood-A-Handbook-for-Using-Community-Decision-Making-to-Improve-the-Lives-of-Children-Youth-and-Families.pdf
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/matthew-melmed/babies-mental-health-matters_b_7213290.html
http://www.zerotothree.org/policy/docs/248_infant-toddler-messaging-guide_v4.pdf
http://ceelo.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/ceelo_annotated_bibliography_dll.pdf
http://www.mathematica-mpr.com/our-publications-and-findings/publications/brief-what-does-it-mean-to-use-ongoing-assessment-to-individualize-instruction-in-early-childhood
http://www.mathematica-mpr.com/our-publications-and-findings/publications/brief-what-do-we-know-about-how-early-childhood-teachers-use-ongoing-assessment
http://www.mathematica-mpr.com/our-publications-and-findings/publications/brief-tailored-teaching-the-need-for-stronger-evidence-about-early-childhood-teachers-use-of-ongoing
http://thecolearningproject.com/
http://www.acearlyconnect.org/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1506289569661149/


Resources for Practice
 
Why Kids Need to Move, Touch and Experience to 
Learn: Article
This article looks at the different ways in which children 
use physical and sensory interactions to learn.

Teach Early
This site provides a wealth of resources for teaching 
children, with a particular focus on young boys, early on 
about healthy, non-violent relationships that are based on 
mutual respect. 

The Suprisingly Logical Minds of Babies: TED TALKS 
In this video cognitive scientist Laura Schulz looks at how 
our youngest children apply logic to learn so much, so 
quickly, early on. 

Aspire News App
This app looks like any other news app on your phone or 
other device, but it is more than that. When you go to the 
“Help” section of the page there is a list of local domestic 
violence resources and a “Go Button” that you can press 
to alert your chosen contacts, local authorities and service 
providers about a violent or potentially violent situation. In 
the hands of a parent in a domestic violence situation, this 
app may save their life, and their child’s life.

Send us your fun, cute, or memorable photos from 
your work with young children and their families! 

Contact: 
kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org

Professional 
Development Events

Newborn Behavioral Observation Training
What: Newborn Behavioral Observation (NBO) is a 
set of observations designed to help practitioners and 
parents observe an infant and identify what supports 
the infant needs for his/her successful development. 
Register on PDS with PDS# 4922 by 9/3/15.  
When: September 17, 9 AM to 4 PM & September 18, 
9 AM to 12 PM, 2015
Where: UW-Madison/Department of Psychiatry, 
6001 Research Park Blvd, Madison

Partnering with Teen Parents (PWTP) Training
What: This training offers information and insight about 
teen parents and their children, and the unique issues 
that they face. Cost is $40. Register by 8/7/15. 
When: August 26 & 27, 2015 
Where: Milwaukee Child Welfare Partnership, 
4425 N. Port Washington Rd, Suite 400, Glendale

Parents as Teachers Training
What: This Foundational and Model Implementation 
training for home visitors and similar family support 
professionals lays the foundation for the Parents as 
Teachers approach to home visitation within an early 
childhood system. Register here by 8/31/15. 
When: September 14-18, 2015 
Where: Milwaukee Child Welfare Partnership, UW-
Milwaukee, Helen Bader School of Social Welfare

Have a professional development event you 
would like added to next month’s Online Digest? 

Contact: kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org 

Visit SFTA on Social Media:

The 2015 Once Upon a Book Drive is ongoing and 
we are thrilled with all of the books we have already 
collected! Continue to donate through August at a 

book donation point near you, or buy and donate online 
through AmazonSmile.

Early Childhood In the News 
(*News stories are chosen based on their relevance to early 

childhood and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of SFTA staff.)

A place for peace: New Sojourner Center will be impactful 
project

Behind the Magic of Sesame Street

Area Child Care: Finding a Program That Fits

    
     

      
   Our July Pic Pick                   

http://ww2.kqed.org/mindshift/2015/03/26/why-kids-need-to-move-touch-and-experience-to-learn/
http://www.teachearly.org/
https://www.ted.com/talks/laura_schulz_the_surprisingly_logical_minds_of_babies
https://www.whengeorgiasmiled.org/the-aspire-news-app/
mailto:kelly%40supportingfamiliestogether.org?subject=Pic%20Pick
http://www4.uwm.edu/mcwp/programs/upload/NBO-Sept-2015-flier.pdf
https://pdsonline.csod.com/client/pdsonline/default.aspx
http://ebiz.patnc.org/EBusiness/Education/ViewClass.aspx?ClassID=11410
https://ebiz.patnc.org/EBusiness/Education/ClassSchedule.aspx
mailto:kelly%40supportingfamiliestogether.org?subject=Online%20Digest
http://www.pinterest.com/supfamtog/
http://www.facebook.com/SupportingFamiliesTogether
http://www.linkedin.com/company/supporting-families-together-association
https://twitter.com/SFTA_WI
http://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/once-upon-a-book-drive/
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/once-upon-a-book-drive/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-5263016
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-5263016
http://www.biztimes.com/article/20150629/MAGAZINE03/150629873
http://www.biztimes.com/article/20150629/MAGAZINE03/150629873
http://time.com/3953631/magic-of-sesame-street/
http://chippewavalleyfamily.org/news/2015/06/04/9699_area_child_care_finding_a_program_that_fits
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/once-upon-a-book-drive/
http://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/

