
The Bear Ate Your Sandwich 
This book, written and illustrated by Julia Sarcone-Roach, is a great read for 

children 3 to 8. This engaging story invites the reader to compare the story 

that is being told through the narrator’s words, to the story that the pictures are 

telling us. How are they different? Who do we think the narrator is? What do we 

think really happened to the sandwich? Pause between laughs to ask children 

about what they see happening and hear their thoughts. 

Get the book.

 Family Policy & Advocacy
The Next Horizon for Home Visiting: White Paper

This policy resource from Zero to Three is a summation 

of discussions had at a gathering in February of 2016, 

with Zero to Three, partners, and local and national 

stakeholders, about next steps for the Maternal, Infant 

and Early Childhood Home Visiting (MIECHV) program.

Out of the Shadows: Supporting LGBTQ Youth in 

Child Welfare through Cross-System Collaboration

This policy report from the Center for the Study of Social 

Policy (CSSP) examines disparities between LGBTQ 

and non-LGBTQ youth, as well as the effects these 

factors have in relation to other intersecting factors of 

identity. The report offers policy strategies to support 

LGBTQ youth and improve equity in child welfare.

Lessons at the Intersection of Child Welfare & 

Supportive Housing

This webpage offers 3 resources from the Center for the 

Study of Social Policy (CSSP) and the Corporation for 

Supportive Housing (CSH) that guide supportive housing 

administrators and practitioners in developing supportive 

housing efforts that serve families with children.
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CONNECT with other early childhood professionals 

on this SFTA blog. Click above to share your stories, 

ideas, & have your voice heard! 

The Representation Project

This project “uses film as a catalyst for cultural 
transformation” to encourage a world free of stereotypes 

and social injustice.  

From Best Practices to Breakthrough Impacts: 

A Science-Based Approach to Building a More 

Promising Future for Young Children and Families

This report from the Harvard University Center on the 

Developing Child, examines brain science and program-

based evidence to demonstrate the need for early 

childhood practices that improve children’s outcomes.

How to Make Sure You Hit MIECHV Benchmarks

If your program is funded by a Maternal, Infant, and 

Early Childhood Home Visiting (MIECHV) grant, here 

are four tips from Social Solutions for making sure your 

program is hitting the required benchmarks.

What is Neuroplasticity?

This interactive resource from UW-Madison Center 

for Healthy Minds takes a look at the evolution of 

neuroplasticity and how it affects development.

Dual Language Learner Toolkit

This toolkit provides family support, early educators, 

and other early childhood professionals with resources 

they can use to support young children who are learning  

a language spoken at home and English.

Ten Summer Child Safety Tips

Check out these evidence-based summer safety tips 

from Child Trends. 

Resources for Practice
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Resources for Practice
 

Family Engagement Resources

Family engagement is an integral part of supporting early 

learning, and family support professionals can play a part. 

Read this article from Kansas Child, this policy statement 

on family engagement from the U.S. Departments of 

Health and Human Services and Education or check out 

the book Beyond the Bakesale for some ideas on how 

to implement and support effective family engagement 

practices.

Tuning In: Parents of Young Children Tell Us What 

They Think, Know and Need

Zero to Three, in partnership with the Bezos Family 

Foundation, shares these results of their comprehensive 

research effort, providing insight into the challenges 

parents face and what they require to be the best 

parents possible.

Resource Toolkit for Home Visiting and other Early 

Childhood Professionals

This toolkit from Milwaukee Child Welfare Partnership 

offers newly updated resources and information for 

early childhood professionals.

5 Pathways for Healing Compassion Fatigue

This brief article discusses ways for individuals that work 

in emotionally draining jobs, such as family support and 

other early childhood professions, to practice self-care.

Send us your fun, cute, or memorable photos from 

your work with young children and their families! 

Contact: kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org

Professional 
Development Events

Behind the Numbers: Stories of Inequity in 

Wisconsin (Webinar)

What: Students from the UW Odyssey Project tell 

personal stories about how inequity has impacted 

them, accompanied by a discussion that explores the 

barriers they face and how we can further equity in WI. 

When: June 22, 2016, noon 

Where: Register and watch online here for FREE.

The Path for Math in Early Childhood: The 

Learning Trajectories Perspective (Webinar) 

What: Hear country-wide early math experts describe 

research-based learning trajectories and how their 

implementation supports math in early learning. 

When: June 15, 2016, 1 PM- 2:30 PM CST 

Where: Register and view online.

The 2016 National Conference for America’s 

Children 

What: This conference, presented by Healthy Families 

America and Prevent Child Abuse America covers 

topics related to research and practice in home visiting 

and child abuse and neglect prevention. Register.

When: October 17-20, 2016  

Where: The Hilton Netherland Plaza, Cincinnati, OH

Have a professional development event you 

would like added to next month’s Online Digest? 

Contact: kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org 

Visit SFTA on Social Media:

Our Once Upon a Book Drive starts June 15th and will run 

through the end of August! Through this annual event SFTA 

works with our member agencies, community organizations 

and businesses across WI, to collect books for WI children 

and early education programs in need. We are looking for 

new and/or gently used books that are age-appropriate for 

children from 0-12. Learn more by clicking on the image!

Early Childhood In the News 
(*News stories are chosen based on their relevance to early childhood and 

do not necessarily reflect the opinions of SFTA.)

Report: Wisconsin Stands Out For Preschool Access

How one poor Brooklyn preschool is competing with the 

best

We’re Learning More About Housing, Child Welfare and 

Vulnerable Families

Clinton’s Child Care Plan Could Get Very Expensive And 

Be Totally Worth It

Washington U researchers: Very young children with 

depression commonly think about suicide

Connecting children to nature initiative builds off current 

city programs

Our June Pic Pick
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