
The Watermelon Seed
Winner of the 2014 Geisel Award, this book, written and illustrated by Greg Pizzoli, is a 
great fit for younger children from 0 to 3. Not too long, and very descriptive, this book 
focuses on a crocodile with a love for watermelon and a fear of swallowing a watermelon 
seed. Pizzoli talks about a common childhood myth, of what might happen if you swallow 
a watermelon seed, in a way that is amusing and easy to understand for young children. 
Best of all, buy some fresh watermelon and this book is easily enhanced for children by a 
sensory and snack experience fit for a classroom or at home. Find the book today!

 Family Policy & Advocacy
Early Childhood-LINC
This collaboration, between the Center for the 
Study of Social Policy, Children’s Services Council 
of Palm Beach County, and other local leaders 
and early childhood experts, encourages the 
development of community-based integrated early 
childhood systems, through venues that let early 
childhood professionals and community members 
work together for early childhood. Learn more about 
this collaboration and how to join, and read their 
recent survey about early childhood systems.

FrameWorks Message Brief: Talking to Business 
Leaders About Early Child Development
This great resource interprets data on how business 
and financial leaders form opinions about early 
childhood development, which guide their support, 
or lack thereof, of early childhood efforts. This 
piece is perfect for figuring out how to frame your 
arguments or discussion points for convincing 
policymakers, potential financers, or just your 
community, that early childhood matters. 

888.713.KIDS (5437)
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CONNECT with other early childhood professionals 
on this SFTA blog. Click above to share your stories, 

ideas, & have your voice heard! 

Parenting a Child Who Has Experienced Abuse or 
Neglect: Child Welfare Information Gateway
This fact sheet helps parents (birth, foster, and adoptive) 
and other caregivers better understand the challenges of 
caring for a child who has been abused or neglected. It 
discusses how to form a nurturing, supportive relationship 
and resources available for support. Read more now.

The Impact of Family Involvement on the 
Education of Children Ages 3 to 8
This collection of 95 studies completed over the 
last ten years, examines how family involvement 
affects children’s learning and development. Multiple 
correlations made through these studies indicate that 
when parents are engaged children do better, even 
in diverse or disadvantaged populations. Learn more 
here, and gather data for your own use, to really drive 
home the importance of parent engagement.

Child Care Information Center (CCIC) News
Take a peek at the latest newsletter from CCIC, which 
highlights resources for child care providers and 
other early care and education professionals. This 
newsletter features articles about why high-quality 
care for school-age children is crucial, offers books 
and videos for borrow, and free online resources.

Multilingual Children: Beyond Myths 
and Toward Best Practices
This report looks at how early childhood professionals 
can develop and support the strengths of multilingual 
children so that they can thrive. Read on here.

Resources for Practice

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1423171012/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il?ie=UTF8&camp=211189&creative=373489&creativeASIN=1423171012&link_code=as3&tag=pragmom-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1423171012/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il?ie=UTF8&camp=211189&creative=373489&creativeASIN=1423171012&link_code=as3&tag=pragmom-20
http://www.cssp.org/reform/early-childhood/early-childhood-linc
http://www.cssp.org/reform/child-welfare/early-childhood/Building-Communities-That-Help-Young-Children-and-Families-Thrive_-A-National-Survey.pdf
http://www.frameworksinstitute.org/assets/files/ECD/ecd_business_leaders_brief.pdf
http://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/parenting_CAN.pdf
http://www.mdrc.org/sites/default/files/The_Impact_of_Family_Involvement_FR.pdf
http://ccic.dpi.wi.gov/files/ccic/pdf/issue65.pdf
http://www.srcd.org/sites/default/files/documents/E-News/spr_27_4.pdf


                
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   Our March Pic Pick

Resources for Practice
Blogs Galore!
Did you know that SFTA has 3 blogs with great early 
childhood resources and information? Our partners 
have a lot to say on their blogs too! Follow these great 
continuing dialogues on early childhood:

Apoyando Familias, Aprendiendo Juntos 
(SFTA - In Spanish!)

What Works in Family Support (SFTA)

Active Early & Healthy Bites (SFTA)

4-C Early Childhood Blog (4-C)

Parent Pulse (The Parenting Place)

Early Childhood Fiscal Budget Analysis
ZERO TO THREE’s analysis examines funding levels in 
the 2015 Fiscal Year budget for programs and services 
that impact infants, toddlers, and their families.

Send us your fun, cute, or memorable photos from 
your work with young children and their families!

Contact: kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org

Professional 
Development Events

2014 YouthBuild Grants Available: 
U.S. Department of Labor
What: YouthBuild is an alternative education program 
for disadvantaged youth ages 16 - 24, including those 
who have dropped out of high school or aged out of 
foster care. These grants give these children the tools 
to pursue a career or further education. Grants will be 
awarded to an expected 73 grantees. 
When: Grant applications must be submitted no later 
than 4 PM ET on April 22, 2014 
Where: Learn more here about how to apply for these 
grants electronically or by mail.

Home Visitation: Foundations Training
What: This core training is about critical elements 
of effective home visiting programs, family support 
principles, and core competencies in the field of home 
visitation. Register by May 1, 2014.
When: May 13-15, 2014, Days 1 & 2: 8:30 AM to 4 
PM, Day 3: 8:30 AM to noon. 
Where: Eau Claire County UW - Extension
227 1st St W # A, Altoona, WI 54720

Promoting Community Systems of Care to 
Foster Young Children’s Social and Emotional 
Development: Community Awareness Events
What: This event series promotes healthy social 
emotional development of infants and young children.
When: Starting in May, spanning through September 
Where: Locations across Wisconsin. See a complete 
listing of dates and times here.

Circles of Life Conference
What: This is Wisconsin’s annual conference for 
parents and families who have children with disabilities 
and for professionals who support them.
When: April 24-25, 2014 
Where: Madison Marriott West, Middleton, Wisconsin

Unemployment and Inequality: A Path Forward
What: This FREE event presents author and 
economist Dean Baker, who will share his vision of 
what’s happening in today’s economy.
When: Friday, April 4 at 7:30 PM 
Where: Room 2650, Humanities Building, UW-
Madison, 455 N. Park Street, Madison, WI

Have a professional development event you would 
like added to next month’s Online Digest? 

Contact: kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org 

Visit SFTA on Social Media:

A child from The Learning Gardens child care center in 
Madison gets in some sensory time. 

Early Childhood In the News
Obesity rates drop for 2 to 5-year-olds

Letter: Here’s what Head Start can do for kids

http://apoyandofamilias.wordpress.com/
http://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/
http://activeearlyhealthybites.wordpress.com/
http://4cchildcareexpert.wordpress.com/
http://parentpulse.wordpress.com/
http://www.zerotothree.org/policy/docs/president-s-fy-2015-budget-analysis-zero-to-three.pdf
mailto:kelly%40supportingfamiliestogether.org?subject=Pic%20Pick
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=251487
http://www4.uwm.edu/mcwp/programs/upload/HVF-may-EC-flyer.pdf
http://view.exacttarget.com/?j=fe5e1773776c027a7114&m=ff041777746404&ls=fdc415737565077b731275766d&l=fe5c157875600075741d&s=fe25107670610c7e741579&jb=ffcf14&ju=fe3710707461037d761474
http://fvofwi.org/circles_of_life.html
http://www.themadisoninstitute.org/
mailto:kelly%40supportingfamiliestogether.org?subject=Online%20Digest
http://www.pinterest.com/supfamtog/
http://www.facebook.com/SupportingFamiliesTogether
http://www.linkedin.com/company/supporting-families-together-association
http://twitter.com/#!/SFTA_WI
http://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/
http://onmilwaukee.com/living/articles/wisconsintough.html?35843
http://www.cnn.com/2014/02/25/health/lets-move-anniversary-progress/index.html?hpt=hp_bn13
http://www.marshfieldnewsherald.com/article/20140312/MNH06/303120035/Letter-Here-s-what-Head-Start-can-do-kids

