
I’m As Quick As a Cricket
This toddler age book by Audrey Wood uses simple but eloquent comparisons 
between a child and his natural surroundings to illustrate this child’s explanation and 
understanding of his physical self and abilities.
“I’m as slow as a snail.”
“I’m as small as an ant.”
This story is a great way to have toddlers work on their skills of comparison, and to 
get them talking about who they are in a positive way. Go here to get the book. 
Click here for a page by page video reading of this book.

 Family Policy & Advocacy
Results-Based Public Policy Strategies for 
Reducing Child Poverty
This CSSP study explains strategies proven to 
reduce child poverty, and the benefits of reducing 
child poverty not only for children and their families, 
but for the economic sustainability of our nation.
 
National Law Center on Homelessness and Poverty
Learn about how you can act to protect the legal rights 
of homeless and displaced youth in your work with 
children and their families.

Wisconsin PROMISE
This US Department of Education initiative is to 
assist youth between the ages of 14 and 16 who 
receive Supplemental Security Income (SSI) and 
their families, in meeting their school and work 
goals to better their financial stability and reduce 
their dependence on SSI. Wisconsin PROMISE 
aims to enroll 2,000 youth participants.

1 (888) 713.KIDS (5437)
700 Rayovac Drive, Suite 6. 
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CONNECT with other early childhood professionals 
on this SFTA blog. Click above to share your stories, 

ideas, & have your voice heard! 

Partners in Education: A Dual Capacity-Building 
Framework for Family-School Partnerships
This publication is a collaboration of SEDL and the U.S. 
Department of Education. It offers a framework for family 
engagement strategies, policies, and programs, and 
building more opportunities for educators and families to 
partner with one another. 

Strengthening the Early Childhood and School-Age 
Workforce: A Tool to Improve Workplace Conditions, 
Compensation, and Access to Professional 
Development 
To support a strong early childhood and school-age 
workforce, the Office of Child Care’s Professional 
Development Workforce Center developed a tool 
designed to help State/Territory decisionmakers 
increase and retain a skilled workforce by improving 
workplace conditions, compensation, and access to 
professional development.

Division for Early Childhood (DEC) Recommended 
Practices in Early Intervention/ Early Childhood 
Special Education
These practices are to provide guidance, through 
proven methods and resources for early childhood 
professionals and families, about the most effective ways 
to improve the learning outcomes and support the healthy 
development of young children who have or are at-risk for 
developmental delays or disabilities. 

Resources for Practice

http://www.amazon.com/Audrey-Wood/e/B001HCXOEE/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
http://www.amazon.com/Im-as-Quick-Cricket/dp/0859536645
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NYWcyRHGFPo
http://www.amazon.com/Quick-Cricket-Childs-Play-Library/dp/0859533069/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&sr=1-1&qid=1400172579
http://www.cssp.org/policy/2014/Results-Based-Public-Policy-Strategies-for-Reducing-Child-Poverty.pdf
http://www.nlchp.org/
http://promisewi.com/about/
http://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/
http://www.sedl.org/pubs/framework/
https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/resource/strengthening-early-childhood-and-school-age-workforce
http://dec.membershipsoftware.org/files/DEC_RPs_%205-1-14.pdf


Resources for Practice
 
Forest Exploration Kit for Early Childhood Education
Connect children with nature and help them learn 
and explore with these new kits from the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources. Kits contain activity 
guides, tools such as a bug box and magnifying glass, 
and much more! These kits are available for FREE on 
loan through the Wisconsin Environmental Resource 
Library.

National Science Teachers Association (NSTA) 
Position Statement on Early Childhood Science 
Education
This brief but informative statement encompasses some 
of the key principles to guide science education for young 
children, which can lay the foundation for an interest in 
and exploration of science for life.

Adverse Childhood Experiences & Home Visitation
Great online training hosted by the DCF as part of the 
launch of their Early Childhood Experiences Survey, a tool 
to help them better support children and their families.

Send us your fun, cute, or memorable photos from 
your work with young children and their families! 

Contact: 
kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org

Professional 
Development Events

Hip Hop in the Heartland (Educator and 
Community Leader Training Institute)
What: Urban Word NYC and the University of 
Wisconsin Office of Multicultural Initiatives (OMAI) 
are offering this weeklong program for educators, 
community leaders, and whomever else is interested, 
to learn best practices in reaching youth through hip-
hop and the spoken word, utilizing them as educational  
and communication tools to engage students. Early 
bird registration is $250 before May 23rd.    
When: July 7-11, 2014
Where: UW-Madison Pyle Center, 702 Langdon St, 
Madison, WI 53706

Wisconsin Alliance for Cultural and Linguistic 
Diversity (WISACALD) 2014 Summer Institute
What: This institute focuses on language support 
services with an emphasis on oral interpretation 
and written translation training as well as extensive 
professional development opportunities. Learn more 
and register here.
When: June 19, 9 AM to 3 PM & June 20, 8 AM to 
3:30 PM
Where: Edgewood College, Anderson Auditorium, 
Predolin Hall, 1000 Edgewood College Drive, 
Madison, WI 53711

Have a professional development event you 
would like added to next month’s Online Digest? 

Contact: kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org 

Visit SFTA on Social Media:

SFTA’s Once Upon a Book Drive runs June 15 through 
the end of August. We will collect new and gently used 

books for children ages 0 to 12 and distribute them 
to child care programs and families in need across 
Wisconsin. Learn more on our website, or contact 

kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org if you would like 
to help with this event.

Early Childhood In the News
Opinion: Child care workers, agencies deserve our 

support, respect

Column: More need to crack down on child abuse

Wisconsin makes progress on quality child care

United Way unveils childhood education plans to close 
achievement gap

Task Force to Begin Tackling Wisconsin’s Racial 
Achievement Gap

   O
ur May Pic Pick

http://eeinwisconsin.org/resource/about.aspx?s=92731.0.0.2209
http://eeinwisconsin.org/resource/about.aspx?s=92731.0.0.2209
http://www.nsta.org/docs/PositionStatement_EarlyChildhood.pdf
https://connect.wisconsin.gov/p2sbcs4toqf/?launcher=false&fcsContent=true&pbMode=normal
mailto:kelly%40supportingfamiliestogether.org?subject=Pic%20Pick
https://eop.education.wisc.edu/eop/professional-learning/conferences-institutes/hip-hop-in-the-heartland
https://uonline.education.wisc.edu/mod/coursepage/view.php?id=8998
https://uonline.education.wisc.edu/mod/coursepage/view.php?id=8998
http://wisacald.org/Professional-Development/WISACALD-Institute#1059533-registration
mailto:kelly%40supportingfamiliestogether.org?subject=Online%20Digest
http://www.pinterest.com/supfamtog/
http://www.facebook.com/SupportingFamiliesTogether
http://www.linkedin.com/company/supporting-families-together-association
http://twitter.com/#!/SFTA_WI
http://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/once-upon-a-book-drive/
mailto:kelly%40supportingfamiliestogether.org?subject=Once%20Upon%20a%20Book%20Drive
http://www.sheboyganpress.com/article/20140513/SHE06/305130175/Child-care-workers-agencies-deserve-our-support-respect
http://www.sheboyganpress.com/article/20140513/SHE06/305130175/Child-care-workers-agencies-deserve-our-support-respect
http://lacrossetribune.com/print-specific/columns/column-more-needed-to-crack-down-on-child-abuse/article_6b545e0c-cbe5-5010-b414-dd31cdfba249.html
http://www.jsonline.com/news/opinion/wisconsin-makes-progress-on-quality-child-care-b99265147z1-258557471.html
http://host.madison.com/wsj/news/local/education/local_schools/united-way-unveils-childhood-education-plans-to-close-achievement-gap/article_ea4ce484-6e8d-5363-ac3a-fb2d8cfbbb6f.html
http://host.madison.com/wsj/news/local/education/local_schools/united-way-unveils-childhood-education-plans-to-close-achievement-gap/article_ea4ce484-6e8d-5363-ac3a-fb2d8cfbbb6f.html
http://wuwm.com/post/task-force-begin-tackling-wisconsins-racial-achievement-gap
http://wuwm.com/post/task-force-begin-tackling-wisconsins-racial-achievement-gap
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/once-upon-a-book-drive/

