
Creepy Carrots 

This Caldecott Honor book by Aaron Reynolds is a creative story about Jasper 
Rabbit, and his love of carrots. Jasper Rabbit eats carrots every day; on the way 
home, on the way to school, whenever he gets the chance, he plucks carrots right 
out of Crackenhopper Field to munch. Until the day he starts to notice...the creepy 
carrots. This book is a unique story and fun to read, but is probably best for slightly 
older children due to the “spooky” content and page length. Make sure you are 
reading it with children old enough to know they don’t have to give up carrots! Pair 
this book with a healthy carrot snack, or use carrot tops to paint with in an art project. 
Grow your own class carrot garden and watch them grow! 

 Family Policy & Advocacy
Zero to Three’s 2015 Policy Agenda: Closing the 
Opportunity Gap for Babies and Families 
This brief synopsis of a larger policy agenda looks 
at the differences in learning and development that 
occur early on due to socioeconomic status, and 
how we can help close those gaps.
 
Strategies to Reduce Racially Disparate Outcomes 
in Child Welfare
In response to issues of racial inequality within the 
child welfare system this report documents efforts 
underway across the nation to tackle this problem, 
and how these efforts might be applied elsewhere.
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SAVE THE DATE: April, 2016
SFTA Small Change Makes a 

BIG Diff erence Teach-a-Thon

See you next year!

SFTA’s Small Change Makes a BIG Difference Teach-a-
Thon is at a close. We are proud to say that we beat 
our training goal of 1,800 participants, training a 

total of 1,985 Wisconsin adults in child abuse and 
neglect prevention. Thanks to all who participated!

Parents as Teachers Foundational 2 Curriculum: 3 
Years Through Kindergarten 
This continuation of the Parents as Teachers approach 
is for those serving families with children ages 3 to 6, 
covering topics such as child development, parenting 
behaviors, family well-being, and more.

The Early Childhood Family Engagement Framework: 
Maryland’s Vision for Engaging Families with Young 
Children
This framework for family engagement can serve as a 
tool and a guide for those in early childhood looking to 
increase their family engagement strategies, whether in 
early education, in children’s homes, or across systems.
 
Videos on the Importance of Early Inclusion
These videos from The Desired Results Access Project: 
Team Lydia Rose: Supporting Inclusion Every Day in 
Every Way, and A Parent’s Perspective on Inclusion 
in Early Childhood, look at the importance of early 
inclusion for those with developmental and mental 
health challenges. 

Talk, Read, Sing: Talking is Teaching Community 
Guide & Resources
These resources from Too Small to Fail provide 
parents and early childhood professionals with tools to 
address the word gap, support early learning and brain 
development, and to create programs and initiatives 
that develop these supports in their communities. 

Resources for Practice

http://www.amazon.com/Creepy-Carrots-Aaron-Reynolds/dp/1442402970/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1431981576&sr=8-1&keywords=Creepy+Carrots
http://www.amazon.com/Aaron-Reynolds/e/B001ILIAFM/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
http://www.amazon.com/Creepy-Carrots-Aaron-Reynolds/dp/1442402970/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1431981576&sr=8-1&keywords=Creepy+Carrots
http://www.zerotothree.org/policy/2015-policy-agenda/2015-policy-agenda_final.pdf
http://www.cssp.org/publications/child-welfare/alliance/Strategies-to-Reduce-Racially-Disparate-Outcomes-in-Child-Welfare-March-2015.pdf
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/small-change-makes-a-big-difference/
http://www.parentsasteachers.org/training/foundational-2-curriculum
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/msde/divisions/child_care/docs/MD_Fam_Engage.pdf
https://vimeo.com/118072510
https://vimeo.com/118072510
https://vimeo.com/126299752
https://vimeo.com/126299752
http://toosmall.org/community/resources
http://toosmall.org/


     
     M

ay Pic Pick

Resources for Practice
 
10 Things Every Parent Should Know About Play 
This quick and easy reference from NAEYC is a great 
resource to share with parents and families to guide them 
in the importance of play in their child’s development.

A Matter of Equity: Preschool in America
This report from the U.S. Department of Education 
examines strategies the Federal government and states 
are using to address the need for high-quality preschool, 
and looks at next steps in addressing this need.

InBrief: Resilience Series (Videos)
Understanding how some children overcome early 
adversity can guide the design of policies and programs 
that support more children in being resilient. These three 
videos illustrate why resilience matters, how it develops, 
and how to strengthen it in children.

Perinatal Mental Health Training Modules
This series of web-based modules provide information 
and guidance on perinatal mental health concerns, such 
as depression, for those working with families during the 
perinatal period.

Send us your fun, cute, or memorable photos from 
your work with young children and their families,  

Contact: 
kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org

Professional 
Development Events

Street Drugs of Abuse for Home Visitors 
What: Participants in this training will increase and 
solidify their knowledge base in working with clients 
using street drugs Register by June 10th through 
PDS online using #4435, cost is $40. 
When: June 24, 2015, 9 AM to 4 PM
Where: Ramada Grand Seasons Hotel & Conference 
Center, 110 Grand Seasons Drive, Waupaca

Leadership Mosaic: Innovation & Learning- the 
New Normal 
What: This “webinar with a twist” from the Center 
for Early Childhood Professional Development & 
Leadership, explores innovative thinking to spur 
creative approaches to learning and responding to 
needs in the field of early childhood. Register by 
Friday, June 26. 
When: July,14 to July, 24, 2015
Where: Online “classroom” accessible once registered 

Issues in High Risk Pregnancy Training
What: This training is for home visitors and family 
support staff to better understand the medical issues 
of pregnancy and related challenges that can arise in 
supporting women/couples prenatally. Register on 
PDS by July 8, course #4711. 
When: July 22, 2015, 9 AM to 12:30 PM
Where: Ramada Grand Seasons Hotel, 110 Grand 
Seasons Dr., Waupaca

Healthy Babies, Healthy Moms Training
What: This training discusses the effects of domestic 
violence on the family and looks at family support 
professionals’ role in addressing domestic violence, 
with the families they support. Register on PDS by 
June 11, course #4813. 
When: June 18, 2015, 8:30 AM to 4 PM & June 19, 
2015 9 AM to Noon
Where: Milwaukee Child Welfare Partnership,
4425 N. Port Washington Rd, Ste. 400, Glendale

Have a professional development event you 
would like added to next month’s Online Digest? 

Contact: kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org 

Visit SFTA on Social Media:

This picture is priceless. Congrats to 4C for Children 
and Child Care Resource & Referral, Inc. for hosting 
the most trainings and training the most participants 

in child abuse and neglect prevention, for SFTA’s 
Small Change Makes a BIG Difference Teach-a-Thon!

Early Childhood In the News
Celebrate children and their caregivers

Supporting Families Together Association encouraging 
action through Teach-A-Thon

https://www.facebook.com/SupportingFamiliesTogether/photos/pcb.855980851122859/855980794456198/?type=1&theater
http://families.naeyc.org/learning-and-development/child-development/10-things-every-parent-should-know-about-play
http://www2.ed.gov/documents/early-learning/matter-equity-preschool-america.pdf
http://developingchild.harvard.edu/index.php/resources/multimedia/videos/inbrief_series/resilience/?utm_source=Center+on+the+Developing+Child%27s+mailing+list&utm_campaign=cb4828df3c-May_2015&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_b803499e01-cb4828df3c-105508081
http://developingchild.harvard.edu/index.php/resources/multimedia/videos/inbrief_series/resilience/?utm_source=Center+on+the+Developing+Child%27s+mailing+list&utm_campaign=cb4828df3c-May_2015&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_b803499e01-cb4828df3c-105508081
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/mch/pncc.htm
mailto:kelly%40supportingfamiliestogether.org?subject=Pic%20Pick
http://www4.uwm.edu/mcwp/programs/upload/June-Waupaca-Street-Drugs-Flyer.pdf
http://wcwpds.wisc.edu/pdsonline/
http://wcwpds.wisc.edu/pdsonline/
http://www4.uwm.edu/sce/course.cfm?id=29743
http://www4.uwm.edu/mcwp/programs/upload/HRP-flier-July-22-2015.pdf
http://wcwpds.wisc.edu/pdsonline/
http://wcwpds.wisc.edu/pdsonline/
http://wcwpds.wisc.edu/pdsonline/
mailto:kelly%40supportingfamiliestogether.org?subject=Online%20Digest
http://www.pinterest.com/supfamtog/
http://www.facebook.com/SupportingFamiliesTogether
http://www.linkedin.com/company/supporting-families-together-association
https://twitter.com/SFTA_WI
http://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/
http://www.wausaudailyherald.com/story/life/2015/05/07/celebrate-children-caregivers/70957334/
http://www.nbc15.com/home/headlines/Supporting-Families-Together-Association--301530051.html
http://www.nbc15.com/home/headlines/Supporting-Families-Together-Association--301530051.html

