
The Little Shop of Monsters 
This book from illustrator Marc Brown and author R.L. Stine is an interactive tale 

that invites the reader to come along to the “little shop of monsters” to choose a pet 

monster from the ones that they meet.This storyline is for slightly older children (6 

and up) in terms of the content and word length, but it may be a fun way to address 

childhood fears of monsters and other things that go bump in the night. 

Get the book.

 Family Policy & Advocacy
State Child Care Assistance Policies: Wisconsin

Take a look at this fact sheet from the National 

Women’s Law Center to inform the families that you 

work with about available supports for child care. 

Explore shortfalls in families’ access to assistance to 

find possible solutions.

Development of Boys and Young Men of Color: 

Implications of Developmental Science for My 

Brother’s Keeper Initiative (MBKI) 

This Social Policy report from the Society for Research 

in Child Development describes MBKI and ideas that 

may be useful in efforts to reach the MBKI goals. Policy 

recommendations and suggestions for future research 

are made.

The Invisible Ones: How Latino Children Are Left Out 

of Our Nation’s Census Count

This report, from Child Trends and the NALEO 

Educational Fund, exposes how young Latino children are 

missed in the census count; a number that ensures fair 

political representation and equitable distribution of public 

services. The report suggests steps to reduce that risk.
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CONNECT with other early childhood professionals 

on this SFTA blog. Click above to share your stories, 

ideas, & have your voice heard! 

The Power of Routines

This blog post by Zero to Three on the PBS Parents 

site takes a look at how routines are supportive for our 

youngest children and for parents.

Effective Two-Generation Programs

In this blog post from Social Solutions, strategies of 

building effective programs that support both the child 

and the parent, are explained and explored.

Let’s Talk About Math

This video series from Zero to Three focuses on early 

math from birth to 3, looking at topics such as shapes 

and spatial awareness, patterns, and more.

The New Parent Support Program (NPSP)

The Department of Defense’s NPSP provides 

home visitation services to military families based 

in the Protective Factors, to enhance healthy family 

functioning. 

Just in Time Parenting Newsletter

This free parenting e-newsletter is designed to be 

specific to children’s age and needs.

A Shared Sentence: The Devastating Toll of Parental 

Incarceration on Kids, Families and Communities

This KIDS COUNT report from the Annie E. Casey 

Foundation describes how the incarceration of a 

parent can impact a child’s well-being, just as abuse or 

domestic violence does. This report offers proposals to 

address the increased poverty and stress that children 

of incarcerated parents experience.

Resources for Practice

http://marcbrownstudios.com/
http://rlstine.com/
http://www.thelittleshopofmonsters.com/
http://www.thelittleshopofmonsters.com/
http://nwlc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/wisconsin-childcare-subsidy2015.pdf
http://nwlc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/wisconsin-childcare-subsidy2015.pdf
http://www.srcd.org/sites/default/files/documents/spr_29_3_final.pdf
http://www.srcd.org/sites/default/files/documents/spr_29_3_final.pdf
http://www.childtrends.org/?publications=the-invisible-ones-how-latino-children-are-left-out-of-our-nations-census-count&utm_source=E-news%3A+Census+undercounts+young+children&utm_campaign=E-news+4%2F28%2F16&utm_medium=email
http://www.childtrends.org/?publications=the-invisible-ones-how-latino-children-are-left-out-of-our-nations-census-count&utm_source=E-news%3A+Census+undercounts+young+children&utm_campaign=E-news+4%2F28%2F16&utm_medium=email
http://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/
http://www.pbs.org/parents/expert-tips-advice/2016/02/power-routines/
http://www.socialsolutions.com/blog/effective-two-generation-programs/?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWW1GbE1tRmlZV0UxTVRBMSIsInQiOiJqRmRwaENSUXExNkI4Sis2MXVaa0JvVnNHaWJTZzFONXZ0XC9BcUlsVnhhanJ1YTlqdHN6XC8rYXI3aHJQakR1V1wvRGYrNExYSFZoV1c5aDgzWEh4MElyRXV2K0xPOWhBR21Uc2xLckNlbk95Yz0ifQ%3D%3D
https://www.zerotothree.org/resources/series/let-s-talk-about-math-early-math-video-series
http://www.militaryonesource.mil/parenting?content_id=266691
http://www.jitp.extension.org/
http://www.aecf.org/m/resourcedoc/aecf-asharedsentence-2016.pdf
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/


Resources for Practice
 

Connect the Dots

This website is a grassroots initiative to develop 

and promote actions taken by individuals, groups, 

organizations, communities, and policymakers to 

transform and link individual and collective actions 

nationwide, that make children and families a priority. Visit 

the site to learn more, and to add the “dots” that connect 

your work to similar and interconnected efforts. 

Right From Birth: Eliminating the Talk Gap in Young 

Children

This paper from the LENA™ Research Foundation 

describes the “word gap” that leaves many children 

behind their peers by the time they enter kindergarten. 

The paper offers easily implemented strategies for 

caregivers, that research shows can enhance young 

children’s language development if used frequently. 

Infant/Early Childhood Mental Health Consultation 

(IECMHC) in Wisconsin Best Practice Guidelines

Check out this great resource for IECMHC; an effective 

intervention strategy for building parent/caregiver 

capacity to support children’s social-emotional 

development and address challenging behaviors.

Meeting the Mental Health Needs of Wisconsin’s 

Children

This brief from the Wisconsin Council on Children 

and Families explores the high number of children in 

Wisconsin affected by mental health issues and the 

urgent need to provide proper care for them.

Send us your fun, cute, or memorable photos from 

your work with young children and their families! 

Contact: kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org

Professional 
Development Events

A Moving Child Is a Learning Child: How 

Movement Prepares the Brain to Think (and a 

whole lot more)

What: This webinar explores the learning relationship 

between the body and the brain and reveals why kids 

do what they do and how they learn how to learn.

When: May 18, 2016, 1 PM CST 

Where: Register here, available live and recorded 

(after webinar)

Eco Awareness, Natural Creativity and Risk It! 

What: Spend two days learning to work with young 

children in an outdoor, natural environment with Claire 

Warden, an educational consultant and part of the 

leadership group of consultants that make up the 

World Nature Collaborative.

When: Thursday and Friday July 21-22, 2016 

Where: Durward’s Glen, W11876 McLeisch Rd

Baraboo, WI  53913

Have a professional development event you 

would like added to next month’s Online Digest? 

Contact: kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org 

Visit SFTA on Social Media:

Congrats to the first recipients of the Registry Language 
Endorsement. A huge thanks to the Culturally and 

Linguistically Diverse Community of Practice and The 
Registry for getting this moving! 

Pictured, left to right: Kao Xiong, Lia Yang, Paola Nuñez-

Garcia, Romilia Schlueter, Rosie Hoeffner, & Sherri 
Underwood. (Not pictured: Anna Ramirez)

Early Childhood In the News 
(*News stories are chosen based on their relevance to early childhood and 

do not necessarily reflect the opinions of SFTA.)

Teach-a-Thon trainings set

Americans’ junk food habits start in toddler years. At age 1, 

we eat fries and brownies — but few veggies

Task force works to address child sex trafficking in 
Wisconsin

Music helps babies learn speech: study

Madison kick off plans to Connect Children to Nature

More U.S. kids have chronic health problems, study finds

The New Science of Mother-Baby Bonding

Why adults have to stop trying so darn hard to control how 

children play

Our May Pic Pick

http://www.whatsyourdot.org/
http://www.whatsyourdot.org/
https://www.lenafoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/RightFromBirth_Warren_5.12.2015_v.3.pdf
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/wp-content/uploads/IECMHC-in-WI-Best-Practice-Guidelines-2016.pdf
http://www.wccf.org/assets/2_-Mental_Health_Needs_Children.pdf
mailto:kelly%40supportingfamiliestogether.org?subject=Pic%20Pick
http://www.earlychildhoodwebinars.com/presentations/a-moving-child-is-a-learning-child-how-movement-prepares-the-brain-to-think-and-a-whole-lot-more-by-gill-connell-and-cheryl-mccarthy/
https://www.the-registry.org/MyRegistry/authentication/EventSignIn.aspx?returnurl=%2fmyregistry%2fregister.aspx%3fevid%3d721962&r=False
https://www.the-registry.org/MyRegistry/authentication/EventSignIn.aspx?returnurl=%2fmyregistry%2fregister.aspx%3fevid%3d721962&r=False
mailto:kelly%40supportingfamiliestogether.org?subject=Online%20Digest
http://www.pinterest.com/supfamtog/
http://www.facebook.com/SupportingFamiliesTogether
http://www.linkedin.com/company/supporting-families-together-association
https://twitter.com/SFTA_WI
http://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/
http://lacrossetribune.com/teach-a-thon-trainings-set/article_f9051a8c-a988-5f61-8c1b-7d30f84b2609.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/to-your-health/wp/2016/04/06/americans-junk-food-habits-start-in-the-toddler-years-potato-chips-fries-among-top-vegetables/?postshare=5731461245716817&tid=ss_fb
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/to-your-health/wp/2016/04/06/americans-junk-food-habits-start-in-the-toddler-years-potato-chips-fries-among-top-vegetables/?postshare=5731461245716817&tid=ss_fb
https://badgerherald.com/news/2016/05/02/task-force-works-to-address-child-sex-trafficking-in-wisconsin/
https://badgerherald.com/news/2016/05/02/task-force-works-to-address-child-sex-trafficking-in-wisconsin/
http://www.capitalfm.co.ke/lifestyle/2016/04/26/music-helps-babies-learn-speech-study/
http://www.madisoncommons.org/?q=content/madison-kick-off-plans-to-connect-children-to-nature
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/more-u-s-kids-have-chronic-health-problems-study/?utm_campaign=buffer&utm_content=bufferac77a&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook.com
http://www.parenting.com/article/the-new-science-of-mother-baby-bonding?utm_source=Too+Small+to+Fail+Email+Updates&utm_campaign=50c6aa055f-Too_Small_To_Fail_Updates_05_07_16&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_2d0a082d4d-50c6aa055f-149662257
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2015/12/11/why-adults-have-to-stop-trying-so-darn-hard-to-control-how-children-play/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2015/12/11/why-adults-have-to-stop-trying-so-darn-hard-to-control-how-children-play/
https://www.facebook.com/SupportingFamiliesTogether/photos/pcb.1037327232988219/1037327082988234/?type=3&theater

