
Blizzard
This book by John Rocco is based on a real experience the author lived through as 
a child, in the midst of a blizzard. It is a great read for talking to children about the 
seasonal changes in winter, and the things that they might notice living in a snowy 
winter climate; snow on the ground, school closings, heavier clothes, etc. Read the 
book then go outside for some play time in the snow, or talk with the children about 
what a blizzard is and ways we can prepare for one.s Get the book.

 Family Policy & Advocacy
Invest in a Strong Start for Children: A Toolkit for 
Donors on Early Childhood
This toolkit, from The Center for High Impact Philanthropy, 
contains facts, strategies for investment, high impact 
opportunities, and potential partners for funders interested 
in early childhood. 

Poverty’s Effect on Infants and Toddlers 
(Infographic)
In this infographic from Zero to Three, you can track 
gaps in growth and development of children in poverty, 
starting from birth. Share this with stakeholders, 
community members, and policy makers to emphasize 
the importance of early childhood supports.

Promising Practices for “Learn the Signs Act Early”
This collection of practices from the CDC provides 
examples of models and ideas to spread the reach 
of Learn the Signs, Act Early, a campaign to help 
parents and child care providers learn more about early 
childhood development and the potential early signs of 
autism and other developmental disabilities.
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CONNECT with other early childhood professionals 
on this SFTA blog. Click above to share your stories, 

ideas, & have your voice heard! 

The Impact of Discrimination on the Early Schooling 
Experiences of Children from Immigrant Families
This report, part of a research series supported by 
the Foundation for Child Development, looks at how 
children of immigrants are discriminated against in 
educational settings, and the consequences to children 
and their families. Recommendations are made for 
resolving this issue through relationship building and 
focused training.

The Elephant in the Clinic: Early Literacy and Family 
Well-Being 
This report from Ascend at the Aspen Institute creatively 
addresses interventions and supports that can be used to 
promote early literacy and accompanying skills in families, 
through programs like Reach Out and Read.

Five Things to Know About Mental Wellness in 
Early Childhood
Check out this detailed list of 5 things that parents 
and caregivers should know about supporting mental 
health in early childhood. 

Early Childhood Self-Assessment Tool for Family 
Shelters
Taking this self-assessment as a family support or early 
care organization may help ensure your facilities are 
safe and appropriate for young children’s development.

Compendium of Parenting Interventions
This collection is designed to aid family support and 
early care professionals in choosing effective, evidence-
based parenting interventions to use in their work. 

Resources for Practice

http://www.amazon.com/John-Rocco/e/B001JS6YCA/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
http://www.amazon.com/Blizzard-John-Rocco/dp/1423178653
http://www.amazon.com/Blizzard-John-Rocco/dp/1423178653
http://www.impact.upenn.edu/our-analysis/opportunities-to-achieve-impact/child-survival-guidance-for-donors/community-based-health-and-development-programs/early-childhood-toolkit/what-is-early-childhood/
http://www.impact.upenn.edu/about/who-we-are/
http://www.zerotothree.org/public-policy/infant-toddler-policy-issues/poverty-infographic.html
http://www.zerotothree.org/public-policy/action-center/
http://blogs.cdc.gov/actearlypromisingpractices/
http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/index.html
http://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/impact-discrimination-early-schooling-experiences-children-immigrant-families
http://ascend.aspeninstitute.org/pages/the-elephant-in-the-clinic-early-literacy-and-family-well-being
http://www.reachoutandread.org/
http://www.childtrends.org/5-things-to-know-about-mental-wellness-in-early-childhood/
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/ecd/ech_family_shelter_self_assessment_tool_120114_final.pdf
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/tta-system/family/docs/compendium-of-parenting.pdf?utm_source=E-News%3A+Child+Trends+wins+%2425+million+in+new+business&utm_campaign=enews+11%2F5%2F15&utm_medium=email


Resources for Practice
 
Jack’s Basket
This free resource celebrates babies with Down 
Syndrome by providing new parents of babies with 
Down Syndrome baskets of information, resources, toys, 
clothes, and more. 

Parents Behind Bars: What Happens to Their 
Children?
This 2015 report uses the National Survey of Children’s 
Health to examine the prevalence of parental 
incarceration and associated child outcomes. 

Dismantling the Pipeline: Addressing the Needs 
of Young Women and Girls of Color Involved in 
Intervening Public Systems
This report  from CSSP examines disparities that young 
women and girls of color uniquely experience when 
involved with intervening public systems, such as the 
public welfare and juvenile justice systems. The report 
suggests responsive, tailored supports that recognize 
these young women and girls’ strengths and value in our 
communities, and support successful outcomes. 

Taking Care of Yourself: For Home Visitors
The latest in a series of self-care tools built around the 
Protective Factors Framework, this brief looks at how 
home visitors and similar family support professionals can 
put the protective factors into practice for self-care.

Send us your fun, cute, or memorable photos from 
your work with young children and their families! 
Contact: kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org

Professional 
Development Events

SNAP Matters: How Food Stamps Affect Health 
and Well-Being (Webinar)
What: Presenters from Stanford University Press will 
highlight findings in their new publication, regarding 
changes in participation over time in the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) and the impact 
of SNAP on poverty, food security, consumption, 
health, and obesity. 
When: December 2, 2015, 2 to 3 PM CST 
Where: Register to participate online.

Parent Ambassador Program
What: The University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Helen 
Bader School of Social Welfare, and Child Welfare 
Training Partnership with support from the Wisconsin 
Department of Public Instruction are offering this 
opportunity for parents and guardians to apply to 
participate in a leadership development experience.  
When: The program will begin in mid-December of 
2015 and run through mid-December of 2016. 
Where: Interested parents and guardians can apply 
online by November 24, 2015, at 5 pm.

Have a professional development event you 
would like added to next month’s Online Digest? 

Contact: kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org 

Visit SFTA on Social Media:

SFTA member CCR&R, 4-C, did a fantastic job 
recently, in contributing to 

the discussion about the cost and quality of child 
care in Wisconsin.

Early Childhood In the News 
(*News stories are chosen based on their relevance to early childhood and 

do not necessarily reflect the opinions of SFTA.)

Family Connections nets $45,000 investment

As Schools Buy More Local Food, Kids Throw Less Food 
In The Trash

A Touch-Source Disconnect for Babies

A Bold Agenda for Tackling Child Poverty

Is Emotional Abuse as Harmful as Physical and Sexual 
Abuse?

For Kids, Living In Poverty Is Living With Chronic 
Trauma, Experts Say

Why So Few School Cops Are Trained to Work With Kids

     Our November Pic Pick

http://www.jacksbasket.org/
http://www.childtrends.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/2015-42ParentsBehindBars.pdf
http://www.cssp.org/pages/body/WGOC-policy-oct2015-spreads.pdf
http://www.cssp.org/about
http://www.cssp.org/reform/strengtheningfamilies/systems/body/Self-Care-for-Home-Visitors.pdf
mailto:kelly%40supportingfamiliestogether.org?subject=Pic%20Pick
http://www.sup.org/
http://www.sup.org/books/title/?id=24621
http://irpwisc.formstack.com/forms/snapwebinar
file:
file:
https://docs.google.com/a/uwalumni.com/forms/d/1wpijVSBUDSFatz9U_KB3gwKxipAMi61aJ2Kh7Zsu4S8/viewform
https://docs.google.com/a/uwalumni.com/forms/d/1wpijVSBUDSFatz9U_KB3gwKxipAMi61aJ2Kh7Zsu4S8/viewform
mailto:kelly%40supportingfamiliestogether.org?subject=Online%20Digest
http://www.pinterest.com/supfamtog/
http://www.facebook.com/SupportingFamiliesTogether
http://www.linkedin.com/company/supporting-families-together-association
https://twitter.com/SFTA_WI
http://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/
http://www.nbc15.com/home/headlines/Whats-your-childs--342761312.html
http://www.sheboyganpress.com/story/news/2015/10/21/family-connections-nets-45000-investment/74327536/
http://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2015/10/20/450294392/as-schools-buy-more-local-food-kids-throw-less-food-in-the-trash?utm_source=facebook.com&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=npr&utm_term=nprnews&utm_content=2045
http://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2015/10/20/450294392/as-schools-buy-more-local-food-kids-throw-less-food-in-the-trash?utm_source=facebook.com&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=npr&utm_term=nprnews&utm_content=2045
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/20/science/babies-take-months-to-link-touches-to-what-touches-them.html?emc=eta1&_r=2
http://www.washingtonmonthly.com/republic3-0/2015/10/a_bold_agenda_for_tackling_chi057950.php
https://chronicleofsocialchange.org/featured/emotional-abuse-harmful-physical-sexual-abuse/13944
https://chronicleofsocialchange.org/featured/emotional-abuse-harmful-physical-sexual-abuse/13944
http://keranews.org/post/kids-living-poverty-living-chronic-trauma-experts-say?utm_content=buffer10d14&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
http://keranews.org/post/kids-living-poverty-living-chronic-trauma-experts-say?utm_content=buffer10d14&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
http://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2015/11/why-do-most-school-cops-have-no-student-training-requirements/414286/
http://www.nbc15.com/home/headlines/Whats-your-childs--342761312.html

