
Crazy Horse’s Vision
This picture book by Abenaki author Joseph Bruchac, tells the story of a young boy named 
Curly who grows to become Crazy Horse (Tashunka Witco); a well-known Native American 
hero. This story is a unique glimpse into Native American culture that can be used to start a 
discussion exploring the Native American culture that exists, past and present, where you 
live. Use the activity guide provided here or this Teacher’s Guide for ideas about how to talk 
about the book with younger and older children. Get the book.

 Family Policy & Advocacy
Building bridges: How to share research about 

children and youth with policymakers

This brief from Child Trends gives an overview of how 
researchers can present early childhood research and 
data so policymakers are more likely to use them to 
improve services and supports for children and families. 

Policy Statement on Media and Young Minds

This policy statement from the American Academy of 
Pediatrics (AAP) examines media’s influence on the 
health and development of children 0 to 5, and makes 
recommendations for pediatricians and parents to limit 
and supervise children’s media interactions.

Policy Statement on Meeting the Needs of Families 

with Young Children Experiencing and At Risk of 

Homelessness

This joint policy statement from the U.S. Departments of 
Health and Human Services (HHS), Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) and Education (ED), explains how 
early childhood and housing providers at local and state 
levels can support young children and their families who 
are experiencing or at risk of homelessness.
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CONNECT with other early childhood professionals 

on this SFTA blog. Click above to share your stories, 

ideas, & have your voice heard! 

Kid Builders 

This Child Trends blog post notes how children’s well-
being is inextricably linked to the larger social issues 
that affect us all.

Imagine: Your Resource for Early Childhood Music 

Therapy

The newest issue of this free online magazine looks at 
resources, advocacy and events happening in the world 
of early childhood music therapy.

Thrive in 5 Resources

As Boston’s Thrive in 5 initiative comes to an end, 
all of the resources created to ensure that all young 
children have the opportunities and support they need 
to achieve success, are now available in this online 
resource library.

The Science of Trauma (Video)

This brief video from Futures Without Violence is a great 
tool to illustrate to caregivers and stakeholders, the impact 
of childhood trauma and the importance of early supports.

Let’s Talk About It: 5 Ways to Build Babies’ 

Language and Communication Skills from Birth

Zero to Three highlights ways that parents and 
caregivers can support infants early language and 
communication skills in this resource.

Early Relationships Matter 

Check out the most recent newsletter from the 
Wisconsin Alliance for Infant Mental Health (WI-AIMH), 
for early childhood resources and information.

Resources for Practice

http://josephbruchac.com/
http://www.liveoakmedia.com/assets/guides/29125.pdf
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/2380/teachers_guide
http://www.indiebound.org/book/9781584302827
http://www.indiebound.org/book/9781584302827
http://www.childtrends.org/publications/building-bridges-share-research-children-youth-policymakers/
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/early/2016/10/19/peds.2016-2591
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/ecd/echomelessnesspolicystatement.pdf
http://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/
http://www.childtrends.org/five-biggest-ignored-issues-facing-todays-children/
http://www.imagine.musictherapy.biz/
http://thrivein5boston.org/resources/
http://thrivein5boston.org/resources/
https://changingmindsnow.org/science
https://www.zerotothree.org/resources/1504-let-s-talk-about-it-5-ways-to-build-babies-language-and-communication-skills-from-birth
http://wiaimh.org/Newsletter
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/


Send us your fun, cute, or memorable photos from 

your work with young children and their families! 

Contact: kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org

Professional 
Development Events

Understanding Autism - Strategies for a 

Successful Holiday Season: Social Stories, visual 

supports and other tools

What: This training focuses on providing tools to 
support children and youth with autism through the 
chaos of the holiday season.
When: 12/10/16, 9:30 AM - 11 AM 
Where: UW-Superior, Old Main, 1710 Weeks Ave., 
Old Main Room 132, Parking Lot #10, Superior

2017 Fulfilling the Promise Conference 

What: Registration for this annual conference for 
early childhood professionals that provide support 
and education to parents is now open. The 2017 
conference theme is “Building Strong Families and 
Communities.” Register before January 13th for a $25 
registration discount.
When: March 6-8, 2017 
Where: Wilderness Resort, 511 E Adams St., 
Wisconsin Dells

Have a professional development event you 

would like added to next month’s Online Digest? 

Contact: kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org 

Visit SFTA on Social Media:

Participants at the recent Parent Cafe training came away 

with more tools to implement Parent Cafes in their WI 

communities. Learn more about Parent Cafes here.

Early Childhood In the News 
(*News stories are chosen based on their relevance to early childhood 

and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of SFTA.)
 

A better way to help vulnerable children and families

Bias Isn’t Just A Police Problem, It’s A Preschool Problem

Rubbing Off

Let’s Double Down This Month For Working Families

How the Stress of Racism Affects Learning

Treating trauma’s steep toll on native youth remains 
challenge for courts

What is Happening to Fine Motor Development?

Early environment can change your brain

A Lesson For Preschools: When It’s Done Right, The 
Benefits Last

Our November Pic Pick

Resources for Practice
 

10 Tips for Raising a Compassionate Infant-Toddler

These tips from NAEYC offer some great ideas for 
cultivating compassion in our youngest children.

The Integration of Early Childhood Data

This report from the U.S. Departments of Health and 
Human Services (HHS) and Education (ED) will help 
states’ capacity to use data from early childhood 
programs to improve services for children and families.

The Future of Youth Justice: A Community-Based 

Alternative to the Youth Prison Model

This report from the Annie E. Casey Foundation highlights 
how the current prison model can worsen childhood 
trauma and does not effectively prevent recidivism. It 
proposes an alternate community program-based model. 

Tuning In: Parents of Young Children Speak Up 

About What They Think, Know and Need 

This report examines the results of a survey, conducted 
by Zero to Three in partnership with the Bezos Family 
Foundation, given to parents of young children to gain 
a clearer understanding of the challenges they face, 
the help they seek and their satisfaction with available 
supports. Survey results will be used to inform early 
childhood professionals, programs and policymakers.

Breathe for Change 

This Yoga Teacher Training and Certification course is 
specifically designed for educators and others working 
with young children, to learn wellness strategies through 
yoga, and apply what they learn to support the social 
and emotional needs of the children in their care.

mailto:kelly%40supportingfamiliestogether.org?subject=Pic%20Pick
https://www.uwsuper.edu/cee/hhr/news/understanding-autism---strategies-for-a-successful-holiday-season-social-stories-visual-supports-and-other-tools_event1876406
https://www4.uwm.edu/mcwp_epayment/ftp_conference/registration/index.cfm?a1=edit&notify=TRUE
mailto:kelly%40supportingfamiliestogether.org?subject=Online%20Digest
http://www.pinterest.com/supfamtog/
http://www.facebook.com/SupportingFamiliesTogether
http://www.linkedin.com/company/supporting-families-together-association
https://twitter.com/SFTA_WI
http://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/families/support-your-family/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/a-better-way-to-help-vulnerable-children-and-families/2016/09/05/904e60b0-7369-11e6-8149-b8d05321db62_story.html?utm_term=.8f3d01dd14b8
http://www.npr.org/sections/ed/2016/09/28/495488716/bias-isnt-just-a-police-problem-its-a-preschool-problem
http://greatergood.berkeley.edu/article/item/rubbing_off/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/matthew-melmed/lets-double-down-this-mon_b_12460364.html
http://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2016/10/how-the-stress-of-racism-affects-learning/503567/
http://www.inforum.com/news/4126816-treating-traumas-steep-toll-native-youth-remains-challenge-courts
http://www.inforum.com/news/4126816-treating-traumas-steep-toll-native-youth-remains-challenge-courts
http://www.communityplaythings.com/resources/articles/2016/fine-motor-skills
http://wisconsinwatch.org/2016/07/evidence-grows-of-povertys-toll-on-young-brains-academic-achievement-gap/
http://www.npr.org/sections/ed/2016/11/17/502299963/a-lesson-for-preschools-when-its-done-right-the-benefits-last
http://www.npr.org/sections/ed/2016/11/17/502299963/a-lesson-for-preschools-when-its-done-right-the-benefits-last
http://supportingfamiliestogether.org/families/support-your-family/
http://families.naeyc.org/article/10-tips-raising-compassionate
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/ecd/early-childhood-data
http://www.aecf.org/resources/the-future-of-youth-justice
https://www.zerotothree.org/resources/1425-national-parent-survey-report
http://www.breatheforchange.org/educator-trainings

