
Time to Sleep 

In this story about the changing of the seasons, written and illustrated by Denise Fleming, it is 
autumn and all of the animals start to anticipate winter weather on the way. First the bear tells a 
snail, who tells a skunk, and so on until the animals are ready to start prepping for winter. As fall 
weather emerges this is a great time to take children outside to explore the changes they see in 
the weather and environment, and to talk about some of the changes they might expect in the 
coming winter. Get the book.
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CONNECT with other early childhood professionals 
on this SFTA blog. Click above to share your stories, 

ideas, & have your voice heard! 

Helping Children Cope With Disaster
This resource from FEMA and the American Red Cross, 
offers tips and information about helping children cope 
with, and be prepared for, a potential disaster (such as 
a hurricane).

5 Steps for Brain-Building Serve and Return
This 5-step tool from the Center on the Developing Child 
can be used by parents and caregivers to practice “serve 
and return” interactions with children, a back and forth 
communication used to support child development.

2017 Home Visiting Yearbook
This annual resource from the National Home Visiting 
Resource Center compiles key data on early childhood 
home visiting, and presents a comprehensive picture of 
home visiting on national and state levels.  

Wisconsin Spudmobile
This mobile education and entertainment center 
developed by the Wisconsin Potato & Vegetable 
Growers Association (WPVGA), is focused on 
engaging children and families in potato and vegetable 
production. Plan a visit from the Spudmobile or attend 
an event where it is scheduled to educate about farm to 
table and encourage healthy eating habits.

Communicating the Value of Developmental 
Screening (learning module)
The Association of Maternal & Child Health Programs’ 
new learning module on communicating the value of 
developmental screening leads you through evidence-
based practices and diverse first-person perspectives 
to enhance your understanding of the use and power of 
developmental screening.

Resources for Practice

Family Policy & Advocacy
 
Child Care Advocacy Toolkit
Use this toolkit of information, resources and examples 
from Zero to Three, to advocate for the importance of 
access to quality early child care. 

Building Inclusive Child Care Systems
This report from Child Care Aware® of America 
highlights how important inclusive child care settings 
are, and includes examples that are helpful to states 
striving to expand opportunities for high-quality child 
care to all young children with disabilities.

Child Care Works
Contact your local representatives through this Child 
Care Aware® of America site, to take action in supporting 
affordable, quality child care for working families. 

Diaper Need and its Impact on U.S. Families
This brief from the National Diaper Bank Network 
(NDBN) demonstrates how lack of diapers remains a 
serious issue that impacts the physical, mental, and 
economic well-being of U.S. children and families, and 
highlights resources to support access to diapers.

http://www.denisefleming.com/#gsc.tab=0
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9780805067675
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https://www.zerotothree.org/resources/series/child-care-advocacy-toolkit?utm_term=ZERO%20TO%20THREE%5Cu2019s%20new%20Infant-Toddler%20Child%20Care%20Toolkit&utm_campaign=TEST-New%20From%20ZERO%20TO%20THREE%3A%20Child%20Care%20Toolkit%20for%20Infant-Toddler%20Advocates&utm_content=email&utm_source=Act-On+Software&utm_medium=email&cm_mmc=Act-On%20Software-_-email-_-TEST-New%20From%20ZERO%20TO%20THREE%3A%20Child%20Care%20Toolkit%20for%20Infant-Toddler%20Advocates-_-ZERO%20TO%20THREE%5Cu2019s%20new%20Infant-Toddler%20Child%20Care%20Toolkit&cm_mmc=Act-On%20Software-_-email-_-New%20From%20ZERO%20TO%20THREE%3A%20Child%20Care%20Toolkit%20for%20Infant-Toddler%20Advocates-_-child-care-advocacy-toolkit
http://usa.childcareaware.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/CCDF-and-Inclusion-Final-Sept.-2017.pdf
https://childcareworks.org/take-action/support-child-care-for-working-families/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=46c71e28-e3d8-4ed8-95b0-e502d24d192a
http://d31hzlhk6di2h5.cloudfront.net/20170928/ab/df/8e/a7/767106b423683fe18974a300/Diaper_Need_and_Its_Impact_on_U.S._Families.pdf


Send us your fun, cute, or memorable photos from 
your work with young children and their families! 
Contact: kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org

Professional 
Development Events

Shine! 2017 Zero to Three Annual Conference
What: Participants can attend this early childhood 
conference to access the latest research, learn from 
experts in the field, and network with colleagues. 
Register and learn more. 
When: November 29-December 1, 2017 
Where: Hilton San Diego Bayfront, 1 Park Blvd., San 
Diego, CA 92101

Participate in the 2017 Wisconsin Farm to Early 
Care & Education Survey 
What: If you are a child care provider, this 10-minute 
survey is for you. Share about farm to ECE activities 
at your site; your successes, challenges, and the 
resources that can help your programs grow and be 
accessible to all WI children. 
When: Complete the survey by October, 17th and 
receive $50 worth of vouchers for Organic Valley dairy, 
egg, meat, produce, or soy products. 
Where: Complete the survey online.

Literacy Link: A Multi-Sensory Approach to Sound 
Symbols Connection, a Phonological Overview 
What: This two-day CESA 6 course will present a 
kinesthetic, hands-on approach for bridging the gap 
between phonological awareness, reading, and written 
language. Cost is $295. 
When: October 31-November 1, 2017
Where: Register online by October 25, 2017.

Have a professional development event you 
would like added to next month’s Online Digest? 

Contact: kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org 

Visit SFTA on Social Media:

Congratulations to the member agency winners 
of our 2017 Small Change Makes a BIG Difference 
Teach-a-Thon, Child Care Partnership and Family 

Resource Center St. Croix Valley! Thank you 
for helping us prevent child abuse and neglect 

statewide.

Early Childhood In the News 
(*News stories are chosen based on their relevance to early childhood 

and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of SFTA.)

Dr. Dipesh Navsaria: We need a (bipartisan) CHIP off 
the old block

89 Percent of Parents Would Have Emotionally 
Healthier Kids If They Stopped This 1 Habit

Wisconsin needs more child care workers at better pay

Early childhood Native language immersion develops 
minds, revitalizes cultures

Our October Pic Pick

 Resources for Practice
School Readiness Infographic
This Zero to Three infographic, available in Spanish and 
English, offers examples for how families can support 
their child’s school readiness in simple, everyday ways.

Demographer Linda Jacobsen Talks Data: The Good, 
the Bad and the Unknown
This CaseyCast podcast from the Annie E.Casey 
Foundation, features the vice president of U.S. programs 
at the Population Reference Bureau discussing why 
disaggregating data on children and families is so 
important.

Child Refugees
The Child Trends News Service (CTNS) - a collaboration 
between the Child Trends Hispanic Institute and 
Ivanhoe Broadcast News - produces video news reports 
featuring social science research on child development 
and parenting practices. Check out their newest 
installment about a young girl whose family members are 
undocumented immigrants (in English and Spanish).
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