
The Princess and the Frogs 

In this book by Veronica Bartles, a princess wants a pet frog. But whenever she kisses her 
new frog goodnight, it turns into a prince. She can’t keep princes as pets, so she keeps trying 
until she gets the pet she wants. This book is a twist on the classic “The Princess and the 
Frog” story that will make children ages 4-8 laugh and engage them in the story. Pair with a 
book discussion, or a science activity about frogs. Get the book. 
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CONNECT with other early childhood professionals 
on this SFTA blog. Click above to share your stories, 

ideas, & have your voice heard! 

Strengthening Partnerships to Support Babies with 
Special Needs
Check out this video from the Head Start Early 
Childhood Learning & Knowledge Center for ideas 
on how family support staff and early education 
professionals can support families with children who 
have special needs. 

Gardens in Tribal Communities
The Office of Community Food Systems offers this new 
fact sheet focusing on Tribal Nations using their school 
gardens as a tool to preserve tribal language and culture, 
and for child nutrition programs.

13 Tips for Starting Preschool
These tips from NAEYC offer ideas for supporting 
children who are just starting the transition to preschool. 

Free Early Childhood Resources on Culture, 
Diversity, and Equity
This downloadable collection of resources compiled 
by the Natural Resources Listserv focus on supporting 
equity and diversity in early childhood.

Can Blocks Build a Math Whiz? (Video)
This brief video from Child Trends offers a quick and 
easy to share resource that explains how parents can 
help their kids develop math and science skills by using 
spatial language during playtime. 

Math Through Songs and Music
This brief handout from the National Center on Quality 
Teaching and Learning, is a great tool for parents and 
early childhood professionals to use in choosing songs 
and music that support early mathematical skills.

Resources for Practice

Family Policy & Advocacy
 
Planting Seeds in Fertile Ground: Steps Every 
Policymaker Should Take to Advance Infant and Early 
Childhood Mental Health
This policy brief and accompanying webinar from 
Zero to Three and Manatt Health, looks at how states 
can advance infant and early childhood mental health 
supports.

Advancing State Policies for Infants and Toddlers: 
Lessons Learned From Three States
This policy brief from Zero to Three describes the 
experiences of three states that participated in a 
technical assistance project to develop and take action 
toward cross-sector infant-toddler policy priorities, and 
offers recommendations for other states looking to 
engage in similar processes. 

10 Policies to Prevent and Respond to Childhood 
Lead Exposure
This report from the Health Impact Project and partners 
provides federal, state, and local policymakers with 
evidence-based recommendations for dealing with lead 
hazards to prevent exposure among children. 

http://vbartles.com/
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9780062365910
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9780062365910
http://whatworksinfamilysupport.wordpress.com/
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/video/strengthening-partnerships-support-babies-special-needs?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ECDTL%20Disabilities%20Newsletter%20Issue%204&utm_content=ECDTL%20Disabilities%20Newsletter%20Issue%204+CID_fbd7bb26384d3976185af8f6ce888ba4&utm_source=CM%20Eblast&utm_term=Strengthening%20Partnerships%20to%20Support%20Babies%20with%20Special%20Needs
https://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/f2s/FTS_Fact%20Sheet_Gardens%20in%20Tribal%20Communities-Web-RELEASE-508.pdf
https://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/f2s/FTS_Fact%20Sheet_Gardens%20in%20Tribal%20Communities-Web-RELEASE-508.pdf
http://families.naeyc.org/learning-and-development/music-math-more/13-tips-starting-preschool
http://fpg.unc.edu/presentations/natural-resources-support-your-work
https://youtu.be/GjJ4W7keOuw
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/tta-system/teaching/docs/math-do-tools-songs-music.pdf
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https://www.zerotothree.org/resources/1221-planting-seeds-in-fertile-ground-steps-every-policymaker-should-take-to-advance-infant-and-early-childhood-mental-health?utm_term=Planting%20Seeds%20in%20Fertile%20Ground%3A%20Actions%20Every%20Policymaker%20Should%20Take%20to%20Advance%20Infant%20and%20Early%20Childhood%20Mental%20Health&utm_campaign=New%20From%20ZERO%20TO%20THREE%3A%20Infant%20and%20Early%20Childhood%20Mental%20Health%20Policy%20Series&utm_content=email&utm_source=Act-On+Software&utm_medium=email&cm_mmc=Act-On%20Software-_-email-_-New%20From%20ZERO%20TO%20THREE%3A%20Infant%20and%20Early%20Childhood%20Mental%20Health%20Policy%20Series-_-Planting%20Seeds%20in%20Fertile%20Ground%3A%20Actions%20Every%20Policymaker%20Should%20Take%20to%20Advance%20Infant%20and%20Early%20Childhood%20Mental%20Health
https://www.zerotothree.org/resources/1940-advancing-state-policies-for-infants-and-toddlers-lessons-learned-from-three-states
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/reports/2017/08/10-policies-to-prevent-and-respond-to-childhood-lead-exposure?utm_source=Copy+of+Preventing+Sexual+Assault&utm_campaign=e-news+8%2F8%2F17&utm_medium=email


Send us your fun, cute, or memorable photos from 
your work with young children and their families! 
Contact: kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org

Professional 
Development Events

Wisconsin Inter-Tribal Childcare Association 2017 
Fall Conference 
What: This year’s conference looks at working with 
children with fetal alcohol syndrome, and addressing 
compassion fatigue for early childhood professionals.
When: October 26-27, 2017 
Where: Ho-Chunk Gaming - Wisconsin Dells 
Convention Center, S3214 County Rd. BD, Baraboo

2017 WECA Annual Conference
What: This conference features lead presentations 
designed similarly to TEDTalks® that focus on 
6 distinct themes, which will be carried through 
conference workshops. There are $100 conference 
stipends available to 19 individuals who live or work 
in southern WI. Enter to win a stipend online by 9/30. 
Register for the conference and learn more. 
When: November 10-11, 2017 
Where: Chula Vista Resort, 2501 River Rd., WI Dells

SAVE THE DATE: 2017 Statewide Early Childhood 
Inclusion Institute 
What: Speakers include Erin Barton, Co-Author of 
The Preschool Inclusion Toolbox, and Kristie Pretti-
Frontczak, Co-Author of Blended Practices. Stay tuned 
for further details!
When: November 2-3, 2017 
Where: Heidel House Resort and Spa, 643 Illinois 
Ave., Green Lake

Have a professional development event you 
would like added to next month’s Online Digest? 

Contact: kelly@supportingfamiliestogether.org 

Visit SFTA on Social Media:

Our annual Once Upon a Book Drive is at a close, 
and we are proud to announce that together with 

our participating member agencies and community 
partners, we collected over 2,700 books for 

Wisconsin children in need-- that’s over 23,200 
books collected in just 4 short years of our drive! 
Books collected will be distributed through our 

member services and through qualifying community 
organizations. Thanks to all who donated and 

participated, and save the date for next year’s drive, 
June 15-August 31, 2018!

Early Childhood In the News 
(*News stories are chosen based on their relevance to early childhood 

and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of SFTA.)

Why Immigration Policy Should Matter to Youth-Serving 
Systems

Half of America’s childcare workers need food stamps, 
welfare payments or Medicaid

The Magic of Reading Aloud to Babies

Racial And Ethnic Disparities Persist In Sudden Infant 
Deaths

The Grown-Up Joys of Reading Children’s Books

When Should a Child Be Taken from His Parents?

Our September Pic Pick

 Resources for Practice
Five Things to Know about Parental Depression
This Child Trends 5 brief, looks at the prevalence 
and effects of parental depression on parenting and 
children, as well as effective ways to support parents 
and families experiencing parental depression.

Preparedness for Expectant and New Parents
This CDC webpage offers tips and resources for new and 
expectant parents to prepare for, and get safely through 
an emergency or natural disaster. 

Harvest for Healthy Kids
These free resources for parents or early childhood 
professionals offer information, recipes and activities 
to support and encourage children to develop healthy 
eating habits.

Grandparents: Sharing the Care
These newly released resources from Zero to Three 
address the role grandparents play in caring for young 
children. Find information, research, resources, tools 
and more.
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